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United Nations Launches
Appeal for Humanitarian Aid
Consolidated Request Covers 21 ‘Forgotten Regions’
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND—Last November, Secretary General Kofi Annan and other senior UN
officials launched a “consolidated appeal” for humanitarian assistance, totaling $3 billion. UN
officials said that the funds are needed to assist 45 million people in 21 forgotten regions.
The consolidated appeal represents the total estimates from all UN agencies for funds to
address the most desperate humanitarian emergencies. According to the United Nations, 136
humanitarian organizations, most of them nongovernmental, are involved in drafting the
appeal.
The United Nations requested $5.1 billion for 2003 and only received 66 percent of that,
Annan said. In addition to that, some countries—such as Iraq—received almost all the money
requested, while others—such as Liberia—received only 24 percent, Annan said. UNWire
reported that Jan
Egeland, the UN’s
Undersecretary General for Humanitarian
Affairs, whose office
organized the session,
told the gathering,
“There are still too few
donor nations” and
“aid remains unpredictable.”
“The overall levels
of funding have remained the same for
the past decade despite
increasing levels of
need,” Egeland added.
“Unless there are real
art by Sharon Rollins
continued on page 2
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Keeping the Promise: Bread for the World’s
2004 Campaign Includes AIDS Response

T

his year’s Bread for the World (BFW) Offering of Letters
Campaign, Keep the Promise on Hunger and Health, is
connected to the United Nations’ Millennium Development
Goals, adopted in September 2000 by UN member nations.
(See “United Nations Millennium Development Goals” on
page 3.)
In an Offering of Letters, members of a congregation
write letters to Congress in support of hunger-fighting legislation. Most groups hold dedication services, in which members bring their letters to an altar or place them in an offering
plate. Many college groups also sponsor such efforts.
BFW analysts say that this international effort is critical,
but few additional funds have been forthcoming from member

nations since the UN issued its declaration. Some 800 million
people continue to suffer from chronic malnutrition. The
number of people living with HIV/AIDS nearly doubled from
1996 to 2002 (42 million in 2002), with Africa accounting for
70 percent of people living with the disease—and 80 percent
of new infections.
In 2002, US President George W. Bush announced the
creation of a Millennium Challenge Account (MCA), along
with the US AIDS Emergency Relief Plan. The new initiatives
would add $8 billion per year in new funding from the US.
“These proposals present a historic opportunity to offer millions of additional hungry and poor people the chance to make
continued on page 3

UN Requests $3 Billion for Forgotten Regions, continued from page 1
increases in the levels of humanitarian
assistance and real efforts to ensure that
funding goes to those who need it most,
forgotten emergencies and the tragedies
they entail are inevitable.”
The areas covered by the appeal are
Angola, Burundi, Chechnya and nearby
Russian republics, Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Eritrea, Africa’s Great Lakes
Region, Guinea, Ivory Coast (in conjunction with Burkina Faso, Ghana and
Mali), Liberia, North Korea, the occupied Palestinian territory, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, the southern Africa region,
Sudan, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Uganda,
West Africa, and Zimbabwe.
These are the world’s forgotten crises. The people of the developed world
tend to exhibit a short attention span.
Egeland called northern Uganda “the
most forgotten emergency in the world.”
Countries like Iraq and Afghanistan are
covered in the news every day, and people
rarely hear of problems in Eritrea or
Tajikistan. A November 2003 article in
The Economist suggested that one reason these particular areas are forgotten is
that many of them make it difficult for

Hunger News & Hope 2

journalists to cover the stories.
All but four of the 21 neglected
areas are in Africa. There is a looming
famine in Eritrea, a civil war rending
Burundi, and perhaps 4 million Sudanese

The United Nations
requested $5.1 billion for
2003 and only received 66
percent. In addition to that,
some countries—such as
Iraq—received almost all
the money requested, while
others—such as Liberia—
received only 24 percent.
refugees. In southern Africa, AIDS is
aggravating other crises, as those with
weakened immune systems are less
likely to survive drought-induced food
shortages. Last year, the UN asked for
$9 million for the war-torn and AIDSstricken Central African Republic
(CAR), but only raised a fifth of that
amount. The appeal for 2004 was $17
million. The Economist said, “The coun-

try is so poor and unloved that it counts
Equatorial Guinea among its largest donors.”
However , the report was not without some good news. UN officials reported that improvements have taken
place all over southern Africa. Last year
a drought had placed many southern
African countries on the critical list.
Angola and Liberia are in hopeful transitions toward peace, so that officials
predict that their needs will turn more to
development and reconstruction, rather
than crisis-oriented humanitarian aid.
Mark Malloch Brown, UN Development Programme Administrator, reported that Ethiopia has also made remarkable progress. He predicted that
Sierra Leone may be able to “graduate”
to development and reconstruction in a
couple of years.
Egeland said that, in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, “probably the biggest humanitarian emergency in the
world,” the UN programs are reaching
groups “we haven’t seen or helped for
years.” —lkc
Sources: UN Wire, The Economist, and
the United Nations
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United Nations Millennium
Development Goals

I

n September 2000, the 189 member
nations of the UN—including the
US— adopted a set of international development goals to be achieved by the
year 2015, published in the United
Nations Millennium Declaration. These
seven objectives have come to be known
as the Millennium Development Goals.
Analysts of global hunger and poverty say that the goals are achievable.
Most of them are specific, and can be
monitored by UN indicators. However,
these same analysts say that few additional resources have been contributed
since the goals were adopted. If additional new funding is not put forth, none
of the Millennium Development Goals
will be met by their target dates.

1. Achieve universal primary
education.
• Ensure that all boys and girls
complete a full course of primary
schooling.

2. Promote gender equality and
empower women.
• Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005, and at all levels by
2015.

3. Reduce child mortality.
• Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among children under five.

4. Improve maternal health.
• Reduce by three quarters the
maternal mortality ratio.

5. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria
and other diseases.
• Halt and begin to reverse the
spread of HIV/AIDS.
• Halt and begin to reverse the
incidence of malaria and other
major diseases.
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6. Ensure environmental
sustainability.
• Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes; reverse loss of
environmental resources.
• Reduce by half the proportion of
people without sustainable access to
safe drinking water.
• Achieve significant improvement in
lives of at least 100 million slum
dwellers, by 2020.

7. Develop a global partnership
for development.
• Develop further an open trading and
financial system that is rule-based,
predictable and non-discriminatory.
Includes a commitment to good governance, development and poverty reduction—nationally and internationally.
• Address the least developed countries’ special needs. This includes tariff- and quota-free access for their exports; enhanced debt relief for heavily
indebted poor countries; cancellation
of official bilateral debt; and more
generous official development assistance for countries committed to poverty reduction.
• Address the special needs of landlocked and small island developing
States.

art by René Boldt

• Deal comprehensively with developing countries’ debt problems
through national and international
measures to make debt sustainable in
the long term.
• In cooperation with the developing
countries, develop decent and productive work for youth.
• In cooperation with pharmaceutical
companies, provide access to affordable essential drugs in developing
countries.
• In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits of
new technologies—especially information and communications technologies.
—from the United Nations web site and
Bread for the World.

Bread for the World Campaign, continued from page 2
a better life for themselves and their families,” BFW officials said, “but only if
Congress and the President follow through to make sure the proposals are fully
funded.”
The 2004 Offering of Letters asks Congress to fund the Millennium
Challenge Account and the AIDS Emergency Relief Plan at the promised levels,
“without cutting existing effective poverty-focused development assistance
programs.” Your congregation can order an Offering of Letters kit for $7.
Contact Bread for the World, 50 F Street, NW, Suite 500; Washington, DC
20001/USA; Phone: 202-639-9400 / 800-82-BREAD; Fax: 202-639-9401;
www. bread.org.
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what one church can do

Sunnyvale Cares: Bringing Hope
to New Jobless in Silicon Valley
by Beth Forshee

T

he face of the jobless may not look
like you expect it to look. Because of
recent economic downfalls, some of
today’s poor are former six-figure engineers. These people, once living the American Dream in Silicon Valley, California,
now find themselves in line at the local
food bank.
However, they may arrive at Sunnyvale Community Services Food Bank

What makes Sunnyvale
Presbyterian exceptional is
not just their effort to meet
the needs of the hungry, it is
the wildfire they have
caused in the community.
(SCS), Sunnyvale’s main service provider,
only to find an ironic situation. Since the
economic slump, local industry donations
have dropped, including food donations to
SCS.
However, just when these families
feel as if all hope is lost, hope seems to be
peering around the corner. Through a local church project called the “Day of Service,” Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church has
begun a ministry that is capturing the
imagination of its community in a very
practical way.
“A year ago, on an October day, we
challenged our 1,000-member congregation to serve others by offering several
service projects,” said Pat Plant, Director
of Lay Ministries at Sunnyvale Presbyterian. “And one of those projects was a food
drive. Our one day of service has now
become a monthly service project called
the ‘Way of Service,’” Plant said.
Every first Sunday of the month, when
Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church members
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take communion, they also bring nonperishable food to the church.
“Before an offering is given [to the
local food bank], the pastor blesses the
groceries so that they may do good in the
world,” said Plant. “Throughout the week,
church members count every pound of
food for distribution to…SCS.”
What started out as one act of service
has become a continual act that provides
more than 1,000 pounds of food each
month to SCS. “In the first nine months we
gathered 11,192 pounds of food,” said
Plant. “It has been easy, fun, and clearly
valuable to people in need.”
SCS feeds more than 1,000 people
and families each month and can ill afford
the loss of food donations it experienced
after the economic fall. “Sunnyvale’s efforts help us insure food on our client’s
tables throughout the month and enable
families to stretch their very limited resources,” said Nancy Tivol, Executive
Director of SCS. “Nothing is more basic
than food and shelter, and because of
Sunnyvale Presbyterian, we are able to
help the growing number of people who
seek our assistance.”
However, what makes Sunnyvale
Presbyterian exceptional is not just their
effort to meet the needs of the hungry, it is
the wildfire they have caused in the community. “People from other churches began to call me on how to do the
drive,” said Plant. “I sent them
directions on how to coordinate
the program, and there are currently five out of 40 churches in
our community doing similar
monthly drives.”
Plant, along with a representative from each of the five
participating churches, has
formed a coordinating team

called “Sunnyvale Cares.”
The team is working toward contacting the other 35 churches in the area to join
in the effort. The team meets together each
quarter to discuss community issues and
possible solutions. They believe that no
one in their community should go hungry.
They also hope to address other issues in
time.
“Some of the future problems we
would like to address are affordable housing for low income workers, our local
homeless shelter, and—who knows? anything is possible,” said Plant.
Who knew “One Day of Service”
would feed thousands of families each
month, bring one congregation closer to
serving like Christ, create the possibility
of joining 40 church families together in
one purpose, and build the capability of
restoring a community?
Sunnyvale Presbyterian does not claim
to be wiser than other congregations, but
we can learn a lesson from one day of
service—a lesson that can change a church
body, bridge denominations, and serve a
community with the love and service of
Christ Jesus himself.
—Beth Forshee works at United Way of
Waco-McLennan County in Texas as the
communications coordinator while
freelance writing in her spare time.
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raising hunger awareness

‘On October 16th, Let’s NOT Do Lunch’
Local Food Pantry Uses Fast to Raise Awareness
by Beth Whittington

“

It is interesting how it happened,” said
T.J. Ermoian, who came up with the
idea of promoting a “Fast of Caring” to
raise awareness of global hunger realities. During a meeting of the public relations committee at Caritas in Waco, Texas,
he was suddenly struck with the idea.

Includes

Please Be
Patient with
me; I’m
fasting.
The committee had met to brainstorm
ways to ignite the community’s understanding of local and global hunger issues. The time came to talk about next the
Feast of Caring, a soup & bread supper
the agency has held every spring for 35
years. T.J. scribbled the word “feast” on
his memo pad.
“I couldn’t even read my own
writing...I saw the word ‘fast,’” he said.
He began to consider a fast in contrast
with the annual Caritas “feast.”
Experiencing a small bit of the world’s
starvation
in one’s own empty stomach
A Po
seemed to be a perfect strategy. T.J. interrupted the flow of ideas, saying, “Not
eating would do a whole lot more to get
people to think about hunger.”
The committee jumped on the idea
with delight. The team went to work, and
on October 16th, World Food Day, created the Fast of Caring. “On October
16th, Let’s NOT Do Lunch!” their promotional material said.
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Caritas director Kenneth Moerbe
hoped the fast would catch on with local
businesses. The committee envisioned
groups of people not eating—together. In
an effort to spread the word, people were
asked to wear stickers saying “Be patient
with me; I’m fasting for Caritas” or “Please
do not feed this person.”
The team, who had not really envisioned the promotion as a fundraiser,
received eight hundred dollars from participants who donated the money they
would have spent on lunch.
Moerbe said he sees the Fast of Caring as a tool for advocacy on behalf of
people who regularly go without food.
Caritas gladly accepted the donations
made from the event, but the committee
wanted it to affect the community in a
deeper sense. By challenging people to
familiarize themselves with hunger pangs,
the abundance in their own lives and the
needs of others are more clearly experienced.
A total of 130 individuals from three
businesses committed to fasting during

Caritas director Kenneth
Moerbe hoped the fast
would catch on with local
businesses. The committee
envisioned groups of people
not eating—together.
the first year. A few individuals went to
the Caritas headquarters to “not have
lunch” together. For the second year, a
newly organized Waco Hunger Coalition
participated in a brief program at a park
near City Hall—including an original

drama performed by local youth. The
funds raised were shared by the coalition.
—Beth Whittington is a freelance writer
and a former Seeds of Hope intern from
Houston, Texas who is headed to southern California to continue her career.

Raise Hunger
Awareness in
Your
Congregation.
Ask for a free
promotional copy of
a hunger emphasis
worship packet from
Seeds of Hope.
Sacred Seasons is a quarterly series of
creative worship tools to help raise
awareness of hunger and justice issues.
A year’s subscription includes Advent,
Lent, Ordinary Time, and a fall
hunger emphasis resource. To order,
call 254/755-7745; fax 254/7531909; write to Seeds Publishers at 602
James, Waco, TX
76706; or e-mail
seedshope@aol.com.
Single packets are
US$50. (Non-US
subscriptions are
$135; individual
packets are $60.) For
more information, see
www.seedspublishers.org.
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hunger news

New Anti-Hunger Coalition Releases Declaration
to End Hunger in the United States
WASHINGTON, DC—A coalition of the nation’s leading antihunger groups, newly organized as NAHO (the National AntiHunger Organizations), recently released a statement calling
upon US leaders to end hunger in this country.
The Millennium Declaration to End Hunger in America,
issued in December 2003, begins, “America carries the wound
of more than 30 million people—more than 13 million of them
children—whose households cannot afford an adequate and
balanced diet.”
The statement continues, “Hunger should have no place at
our table. It is inconsistent with our commitment to human rights
and objectionable to the American values of fairness, opportunity, family and community.”
The Millennium Declaration outlines the causes and costs
of hunger in the US and recommends solutions to end it. This
includes an indictment of the lack of political will in the US to
end hunger in this country.
“America made great progress in reducing hunger during
the 1960s and 1970s, as the economy grew and the nation built
strong public nutrition programs,” it states. “[But] as a country
we did not sustain that momentum.”
In the place of strong federal nutrition programs, a strong
private anti-hunger sector has grown up across the country.
These private programs are “a key bulwark” against food insecurity for many, the statement says, but emergency feeding
programs alone cannot end hunger in the US.
The declaration calls for a process of responding to hunger
that goes beyond what presently exists in the US. The US can
make rapid progress, it states, by expanding and improving
public nutrition programs, and by strengthening communitybased efforts. “But we need to go even further, to attack the root
causes of hunger,” the NAHO leaders say.

New Figures Report Poverty
Still On the Rise
WASHINGTON, DC—This may sound like a
recycled story from the past few years, but
it isn’t. The Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities reports that the latest figures
released by the US Census Bureau reveal
an increase in the overall poverty rate and
the poverty rate among children.
The Census Bureau released data in
September from the 2002 American Community Survey (ACS) on a range of top-
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The major cause of hunger is a lack of adequate purchasing
power, the statement says. The group calls upon the country’s
leaders to work toward a system in which workers will be

“Hunger should have no place
at our table. It is inconsistent
with our commitment to human
rights and objectionable to the
American values of fairness,
opportunity, family and
community.”
—The Millennium Declaration
to End Hunger in America

art by Rebecca Ward

sufficiently paid to provide for their families.
“Let us all work together…to achieve an America where
hunger is but a distant memory and we live true to the values of
a great nation,” the group declares.
The organizational signers are America’s Second Harvest,
Bread for the World, the Center on Hunger and Poverty, the
Congressional Hunger Center, the End Hunger Network, Food
Research and Action Center, the Interfaith Hunger Coordinators, MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger, RESULTS, and
Share Our Strength.
—from Share Our Strength. For a complete copy of the declaration, see www.strength.org.

ics, including population, school enrollment, educational attainment, foreignborn status, income, and poverty.
The ACS data show that poverty rates
were significantly higher during 20012002 than they were a year earlier. (Under
the definition of poverty used by the
Census Bureau, a family of four would
need an income of less than $18,000 to be
counted as poor.) The ACS surveyed
740,000 households.
• Overall, the number of people in
poverty rose yet again, by 1.34

million people this time, while the
number of related children in poverty rose by more than 600,000.
• The number of people living in
poverty increased from 12.1 percent to 12.4 percent.
• The child poverty rate increased
almost a full percentage point,
from 16.4 percent to 17.2 percent.
• Altogether, about 1.4 million
people were living in poverty in
2002.
continued on page
7
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The Census Bureau also released the
more comprehensive Current Population
Survey (CPS) in September. However,
the ACS, which surveyed 740,000 households, represents a larger sampling than
the CPS.
—from the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities.

Senate Blocks New
Overtime Pay Rule
WASHINGTON, DC—The US Senate voted
54-45 in September to bar the Bush ad-

ministration from issuing new overtime
pay rules that would have effectively denied overtime pay to more than 8 million
workers, including nurses, police officers
and firefighters.
Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA), who led
the effort, attached the amendment to a
$137.6 billion main spending bill for labor, health, education, and other human
services. The amendment denied any new
rule that would cut overtime benefits.
Under the new rules, the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 would be changed

to redefine who qualifies for overtime
pay, which is now defined as time and a
half, beyond a 40-hour work week. The
amendment does not rescind a part of the
new rules that would make overtime available to 1.3 million low-income workers,
who make less than $22,100 a year.
President Bush had promised earlier
that month to veto the labor, health, and
education spending bill if it contained any
language that preserved the current overtime pay system.
—from Food Research and Action Center

CARE Act Passes in US Senate, Waits for House Approval
by Emily Mann
WASHINGTON, DC—Faith-based organizations sometimes meet service that is directed at reducing poverty and hunger, improvpeople’s needs better than government programs do, yet tax- ing opportunities for low-income children, improving lowpayer resources have not always been fully available for them. income communities, or otherwise helping those in need.
This is the opening argument for proponents of the US
As a result of EO 13279, all federal agencies must amend
government’s recent trend toward faith-based initiatives.
their guidelines and regulations to follow the same principles
The controversial 1996 ‘welfare reform’ law included a that the 1996 act established. They must now allow every faithspecial provision for charitable choice, a provision which would based organization to compete, without any discrimination, for
allow religious organizations to comfederal funds.
pete for government grants for social
However, tax deductions for food
The Good Samaritan Hunger
services, such as drug rehab programs,
donations has, until recently, been limRelief Tax Incentive Act will
while retaining their own distinctively
ited to major corporate donors. Due to
religious requirements and practices,
creative and equitable changes to the
motivate a greater number of
including the ability to require their
tax code, the Good Samaritan Hunger
private food donations to
employees to be of one faith or reliRelief Tax Incentive Act (introduced
thousands of hunger relief
gion.
in 2000 by Senators Richard Lugar
charities across the nation.
Proponents of charitable choice
and Patrick Leahy) will motivate a
argued that faith-based social services
greater number of private food donaorganizations should not be discounted simply because of a tions to thousands of hunger relief charities across the nation.
religious affiliation. Religious ministries, such as soup kitchens
The United States Department of Agriculture has found that
and emergency shelters, they said, have been in the helping up to 96 billion pounds of food go to waste every year in the U.S.
business for a long time.
Interestingly enough, according to Federal government statisYet the 1996 law did not provide protection from discrimi- tics, 31 million people are hungry or at risk of hunger today in the
nation for all faith-based organizations. Those providing ser- very same country.
vices such as hunger relief funds, juvenile-delinquency prevenFor the first time, farmers, ranchers, and small business and
tion programs, crime prevention programs, and domestic vio- restaurant owners will benefit from the same tax incentives that
lence programs were excluded.
large corporations receive for their donations of food to hunger
The Bush administration, a few years ago, began addressing relief programs.
that issue by expanding nondiscrimination to all federally funded
This act is a provision of the Charity, Aid, Recovery, and
social service programs. In December 2002, President Bush Empowerment Act (CARE Act—S476), which the US Senate
signed Executive Order 13279.
passed, 95-5, last April. The CARE Act is now being considered
This extremely comprehensive order called for equal pro- by the US House of Representatives.
tections for all faith-based (and community) organizations that —Emily Mann, a native of Wichita, Kansas, recently graduated
administer social service programs. These include nearly any from Baylor University’s professional writing program.
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quotes, poems, & pithy sayings
My ideas of what extreme poverty means have changed during the course
of my internship. I began with a simplistic economic idea of poverty, but
have gradually realized the role of dignity and self-respect in
poverty…Visiting the home and shelters where some of the families lived
made me recall that when you live in poverty, you cannot ignore it because everything you are surrounded by reminds you of it…What really
struck me is how poverty can totally consume you, invade every aspect of
your personal identity and lifestyle, if you don’t have someone to remind
you of your value.
—Joseph Kubik, an intern with the Fourth World Volunteer Corps
The very least you can do in your life
is to figure out what you hope for.
And the most you can do is live inside that hope.
Not admire it from a distance but live right in it, under its roof.
What I want is so simple I almost can’t say it:
elementary kindness. Enough to eat, enough to go around.
The possibility that kids might one day grow up
to be neither the destroyers nor the destroyed.
—Barbara Kingsolver, Animal Dreams
Faith without works is like a bird without wings; though she may
hop with her companions on earth, yet she will never fly with them to
Heaven; but when both are joined together, then doth the soul
mount up to her eternal rest.
—J. Beaumont
It is in serving each other that
we become free.
—from the Arthurian legends

Statement of Purpose
Seeds of Hope is a private, independent
group of believers responding to a common burden for the poor and hungry of God’s world, and
acting on the strong belief that biblical mandates
to feed the poor were not intended to be optional.
The group intends to seek out people of faith who
feel called to care for the poor; and to affirm,
enable, and empower a variety of responses to
the problems of poverty.
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254/753-1909; Email: seedshope@aol.com.
Web: www.seedspublishers.org. Copyright
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holds the 501(c)3 nonprofit tax status.
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Seeds of Hope Publishers also produce quarterly packets of worship materials for the liturgical year—with an economic justice attitude.
These include litanies, sermons, children's and
youth activities, bulletin art, and drama.

Scripture quotations, unless otherwise
noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version, Copyright © 2001 by the National Council
of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission.

