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Upheaval in Haiti:

Political Turmoil Ravages Hemisphere's

Poorest Country

PorT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI—IN late February, after
weeks of violent protests and looting across the
nation of Haiti, and under increasing diplomatic
pressure from the United States and other allies,
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide fled into exile.

Following Aristide’s resignation, a 3,000-
member UN-sanctioned force arrived in Haiti to
stoptheviolent protestsandlooting that had been
going on for weeks. The force included troops
from the US, France, and Canada.

A US military aircraft carried the displaced
Aristideand hisAmericanwife, Mildred Trouillot
Aristide, to the Central African Republic, where
they stayed for a short time.

Before leaving, the couple sent their two
daughters to New York City, but were reunited
with them in Jamaica for up to 10 weeks while
they decide on a permanent home.

In a letter explaining his resignation, the
former president said that he was stepping down
to prevent further bloodshed and to ensure that
the new government would conform to Haiti's
Constitution.

[ TheConstitution] shouldnot bedrowned
intheHaitian people sblood. Thisiswhy
tonight, if it is my resignation that will
prevent a bloodbath, | agree to go with
the hope that there will be life and not
death.

However, since leaving Haiti, Aristide
phoned several US poalitical leaders, claiming
that he wasforced out by US and French leaders.

According to The Independent, Aristide plansto
bring legal actions against the French and US
governments, saying that he was kidnapped and
taken out of the country against hiswill.

Under aUS-backed plan, Haiti’ s new Prime
Minister, Gerard Latortue, was to name some
Cabinet members to help form a transitiona
government uniting former enemies from
Aristide's Lavalas Family party and a disparate
opposition coalition. Shortly before press time,
Haiti’s chief justice of the Supreme Court,
BonifaceAlexandre, wassworninastheleader of
atransitional government until elections can be
held in 2005, as defined under the Haitian
Constitution.

L atortueattemptedto softentheblow M onday
of having troops from France—Haiti’s former
colonizer—on his nation’s soil in the year the
world's first black republic was supposed to
celebrate the first and only successful slave
rebellion, with a defeat of Napoleon's army. “I
know alot of you arewondering in the 200th year
of independencewhy foreigntroopshavecometo
our country,” Latortuesaid. “ They didn’t cometo
occupy us, they cameto helpus. Wewerenot able
to solve our problems ourselves.”

After the international force secured the
capital of Port-au-Prince, French Marinesmoved
to Cap-Hatien, the second-largest city, to oust
rebel fighters who were still in control there
shortly before presstime. According to a United

(continued on page 3)
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Haiti: A Long History of Violence
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n 1492, when Christopher Columbus landed on the island

where the Republic of Haiti and the Dominican Republic are
now located (about 60 miles from the Florida coast), the island
became known asLalslaEspafiola(Hispaniola). It wasinhabited
by hundreds of thousands of Arawak, a native American tribal
group who most commonly called their island Ayti or Hayti. The
Arawak, or Taino, were virtually annihilated over the next 25
years—especially after Columbusand hisbrother wereforced out
by impatient Spanish settlers.

In the early 17th century, French explorers established a
presence ontheisland and, in 1697, Spain ceded to the French the
western third of theisland. The French colony, based on forestry
and sugar-related industries, became one of the wealthiest in the
Caribbean, but only through the heavy importation of African
slaves and considerable environmental degradation.

In 1804, after aprolonged and bloody struggle, nearly half a
million slaves accomplished what the US Library of Congress
calls the only successful slave rebellion in world history. The
rebels, inspired by the French revolution, declared independence,
and Haiti became the first black republic in modern times.

The only independent nation in the Western Hemisphere
older than Haiti is the United States. Over this 200-year span,
however, the country has never known a period free of tyranny,
repression, political conflict, racial animosity, or economic
hardship.

Eventhefew national |eaderselected by popular vote, suchas
Dumarsais Estimé (1946-50) and Francois Duvalier (1957-71),
rejected congtitutional procedures in favor of retaining persona
power. 1N 1986, apeopl € srevolt deposedtherepressive” President
for Life’ Jean-Claude Duvalier (1971-86).

In 1990, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, aformer priest and advocate
for the poor, was elected president. Many Haitians hoped that
Aristide, aformer priest, would endthepainful cycleof oppression
and violence. Aristide was overwhelmingly popular among the
very poor and among most of the progressive groupsin Haiti.

Immediately after his election in December 1990, before he
had even assumed power, there was an attempted coup launched
by theforcesof theold Duvalier dictatorship and oneof theleaders
of Duvalier’ s Tonton Macout death squads. That attempted coup
failed because people from the lower-income groups literally
placed themselves between the presidential palace and therebels.

However, severa months later a successful coup forced
Aristideinto exile. Thistimethemilitary leaderscut off the palace
from the slums to avoid resistance from that population. From
1991 to 1994 the military dictatorship launched into a period of
repression against any organi zation of thepeople. Duringthattime
the US began an embargo, which put an aready failing economy
into atailspin.

In 1994 UStroopsreinstated Aristide, and hefinished theend
of hisfive-year term. However, thistime he was forced to adjust
tointernational pressureandto cater to businessintereststhat were
sometimes linked to the old Duvalier regime. Fearing another
coup, he disbanded the army and replaced it with police units.
What followed was a fragmentation of Lavalas, the movement
that Aristide had originaly led.

The embargo was lifted at Aristide' s return, and, instead of
being relieved, the Haitian economy suffered another blow from
theimport of subsidized goods, particularly rice. Some observers
al so pointed out that government official swereenjoyingastandard
of living vastly different from the abject poverty of most of the
citizens. The president’ s popularity eroded.

Aristidewas el ected to asecond term in 2000, and took office
early in 2001. However, that same year, because of questions
about legidative elections, the US and the European community
began withholding humanitarian aid from Haiti. Many critics
claimed that the el ections were marred by corruption. A coalition
of political parties, civil societies, trade unions and business
associations boycotted the Congress, and refused to cooperatein
any government initiatives until Aristide resigned.

At the same time, armed rebel groups—not linked to the

political opposition groups—began violent clashes with
government supporters, especially inthe North. In late February,
Aristide was persuaded by the US and France to step down as
president. Meanwhile, a new administration has taken office in
Port-au-Prince, with US, French, and Canadian troops remaining
as an “interim international force.” Haiti once again faces an
uncertain future.
—from the Library of Congress, MacNeil/Lehrer productions,
and an interview with Robert Fatton, a Haitian-born political
science professor at the University of Virginia, by Eric Ruder in
the Socialist Worker.
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Economic Factors 1n Haiti

» Haiti’ s economy faced serious economic
and ecological obstaclesto developmentin
thelate 1980s. Thecountry’ sgrossdomestic
product (GDP) in 1987 was approximately
US$1.95 hillion, or about US$330per
capita, ranking it as the poorest country in
theWestern Hemisphereand asthetwenty-
seventh most impoverished nation in the
world.

 About 80 percent-of the population lives
in abject poverty.

* Agriculture’s role in-the economy fell
sharply -after’ 1950. Highly inefficient
exploitation of the scarce natural resources
of the- countryside caused. severe
deforestation and soil: erosion- .and
constituted the primary causeof thedecline
in agricultural productivity.

« Still, nearly 70 percent of al Haitians
depend on the agriculture sector, which
consists mainly of small-scale subsistence
farming and employs about two-thirds of
the economically active work force.

» Manufagcturing becamethe most dynamic
sector in Haiti ‘during the 1970s, -as the
country*sabundant supply of low-costlabor
stimulated: the growth of .assembly
operations.

* Tourism expanded rapidly in the 1970s,
but it contracted during the 1980s because
of political upheava-and news coverage
that erroneoudly i dentified Haiti astheorigin
of AIDS.

 Throughout most of Haiti"s-history, the
mul atto elitedominated thecapital, showed
little interest in the countryside, and
exhibited outright disdain for-the black
peasantry. Disparities between rural and
urban dwellers worsened during the
twentieth century under thedynasticrul e of
FrancoisDuvalier and hisson, Jean-Claude
Duvdlier.

* By the 1980s, an estimated 1 percent of

the population received 45 percent of the
national income, and an estimated 200
millionaires in Haiti enjoyed a life of
unparalleled extravagance. In stark
contrast; three out of four Haitianslivedin
abject poverty, with incomes well below
US$150, according to.the World Bank.
«Haiti hasdepended extensively, sincethe
mid-1970s;-on foreign development aid
for budget support. The United States has
beenthelargest donor, butit hasfrequently
interrupted the flow" of —aid because of
alleged human rights abuses; corruption,
or election fraud.

+ Althoughthemaj or devel opment agencies
have provided the bulk of foreignfunding,
hundreds - of nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs)have also played a
prominentrolein development assistance.
These NGOs, affiliated for the most part
with religious. groups, have: sustained
hundreds of thousands of Haitiansthrough
countrywide feeding stations-and have
taught Haitiansto advocatefor themsel ves.
» Prospects-for development improved
temporarily following Jean-Claude
Duvalier's 1986' departure; important
economic reforms took place, and the
economy began-to grow. However,
renewed political . instability forestalled
continued reform.

* Following legidative elections in May
2000; fraught with irregularities,
international donors suspended amost all
aid to Haiti.

» The economy shrank an estimated 1.2
percentin2001 and anestimated 0.9 percent
in.2002. The shrinking was predicted to
continue in 2003.

—from the US Library of Congress,
MacNeil/Lehrer Productions. Theartwith
this story is by Haitian artist Prosper
Pierrelouise.

Haitians trying to flee the violent nation.

Independent

Upheaval in Haiti, continued from page 1

Nations agreement, the troops will remain.no longer than three months, at which time
they will be replaced by UN peacekeepers. In an action that has caused some
humanitarian outcry, US Coast Guard ships have been stationed offshore to pick up

—MacNeil/Lehrer Productions, Associated Free Press, Associated Press, The
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Haiti’s Child
by Erika Walter

Her eyes haunt me.

With her tiny arms wrapped around
my waist, her father spoke words | won't
forget.

“Take her to your country,” he said.

Rose's father knew the difference a
planeridecould makeinhislittlegirl’ slife.

So he asked me again.

Speechless, | felt my legs go weak.
Everything in mewanted to say “yes.” But
| calmly explained the practical reasons
why shecouldn’tgowithme. Evenl didn’t
believe the reasons mysdlf.

I turnedandcried. | feltsick. Roseheld
my hand.

| sat down and tried to convince my-
self I'd done the right thing.

Roselivesinthepoorest country inthe
Western Hemisphere. According to the
CIA website, about 80 percent of Haitians
livein abject poverty.

For example, most Haitiansdon’ t have
access to safe drinking water. Unclean
water leads to diarrheal diseases and ma-

continued on page 11
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Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed Church:
Running More Than a Food Bank

nany given Saturday inthetown of

Grand Rapids, Michigan, Eastern
Avenue Christian Reformed Church
(CRC) is a very popular place to be.
People of diverse backgrounds come
from all over the areato stand in lineto
buy food. Some may call thisprogram a
food bank, but it is actually much more
than that.

by Evangeline Myrick

Today the church receives food
donations from over 40 different
wholesalers, grocery stores, and local
farmers. One school even grows swest
corn to donate.

But at thisfood bank, thefood isnot
just given away. People arrive at the
church to stand in line early Saturday
morning in order to get a ticket to
purchase food. The price of

.

People arrive at the church to
stand in line early Saturday
morning in order to get a
ticket to purchase food.

thefood rangesfromfive cents
foranappleor orangetoadime
for aloaf of bread. The money
brought in from the sales goes
tomaintain atruck used by the
program and to purchase food
if they are short on Saturdays.
None of the money goesto the
church—itisused only to keep
this food program going.

Director Roland
Rusticus has been with the
endeavor for fifteen years, and
he saysit feeds approximately
250 families per week.

“We have them
purchase the food so that they
have respect for what they are
getting. It also gives them a
chance to say ‘Okay, | own
this; | purchasedit,”” Rusticus
explained.

But thefamiliesarenot

Nearly 25 years ago a member of
Eastern Avenue CRC noticed a local
grocery store throwing out produce that
they had not sold that week. Sherealized
that the food being thrown out was still
good. She asked that storeif the church
could have the produce instead of it
being wasted in the trash.
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the only ones benefiting from the
program. Several hundred people
volunteer from all different avenues of
life. Some volunteers are church
members, youth groups, local residents,
and thereisonegroup of peoplewho are
performing court-ordered community
service.

“There are no hardened criminals
here. We have people who have done
minor things, liketraffictickets, dotheir
community service with our program.”
Rusticas said.

The church sees this as another
outreach program—a wonderful
opportunity for church memberstoform
relationships with people in the
community. Membersfed that they can
be agood influence on people who may
have gotten into alittle trouble.

Before the actual sale opens, the
group holds a 25-minute Bible study in
Spanish. No one is required to attend,
but it is open to anyone interested,
includingthecourt-appointedvol unteers.
AnEnglish-as-a-Second-L anguageclass
is held prior to opening—also free to
anyone who is interested.

Rusticus explains seesthisisnot as
a way to persuade people to join the
church, but rather a“ ministry of mercy.”
The peoplewho cometo the saleare not
necessarily destitute, but they live on
very tight budgets. He saysthey may be
affected by unemployment or just going
through atough time.

The amazing part of thisprogramis
not only all of the familiesthat it feeds,
but also al of the lives it affects. The
volunteers, the church members, the
families, and the food donors all profit
fromthe program. Thisismorethanjust
afood bank; it is a place for Christian
ministry. Church members are able to
interact with people in the community
who they may not otherwise ever mest.
—FEvangeline Myrick is a professional
writing major at Baylor University and
a Seeds of Hopeintern.
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special section:

Globalization Revisited

n his book, In Defense of Global

Capitalism, Johan Norberg advocates a
freeand opensociety, claimingthat “ People
who have acquired ataste for freedom will
not consent to be shut in by walls and
fences.

interest rates and market volatility, while
the larger, more secure nations move on to
bigger issues, seems to fail in the light of
freedom and democracy.

An article about the positives of
globalization and free trade seemed to

Don’t Abolish
Globalization; Fix It

by Claire McKeever

“They will work to create a better
existence for themselves and to improve
the world we live in. They will demand
freedomand democracy. Theaimof politics
should be to give them that freedom.”

Glaobalizationisnot an easy issue. Itis
one that callsinto question the motives of
large, developed countries, as well as the
rich and powerful people. Itisanissuethat
sometimesthreatensthe poor and oppressed
and at other times supportsand helpsthem.
Itisacomplicated and undefined issuethat
needs work.

But, asNorberg asserts, freedomisthe
main goal and issue concerning
globalization. Itisfor freedomthat boththe
rich and the poor strive, and, if one agrees
with Norberg, once people gain aglimpse
of freedom, it will be an arduous fight to
keep them from wanting more.

Hanging on my wall isasign that says
“Capitalism must be destroyed.” So when
given the assignment to write an article
about the positive side of globalization and
free trade, | faced a great challenge. Are
there positives of globalization?

A system that creates poverty, that
forceschildreninunderdevel oped countries
to work producing products from which
they will never enjoy the benefits, can
hardly be considered positive. A system
that leaves developing nations with high

possess no real basis, much less any
credibility. Poverty, homelessness, and
hunger prevail throughout the world; thus,
globalization clearly is not working—at
least, not yet.

Asthese thoughts pervaded my mind,
thearticlecontinuedtoloominthedistance.
There seemed to be no way any article
highlighting hopefor globalizationandfree
trade could result from the work of my
hands. Thedebateover globalizationis, no
doubt, a difficult one. Globalization
supporters seem to only care about profit,
and globalization dissenters seem to care
about the poor and disenfranchised in
developing countries. It istruly adebate of
the good against the bad.

However, | wonder...if globalization
werelooked at somewhat differently, if the
movement returnedtoitsinitial motivations
and plans...| wonder if there couldn’t bea
commonground uponwhichall couldstand.
I wonder what would happen if
globalization accepted responsibility and
regulation. Could it exist as a positive
system of profit, not only for the rich, but
aso for the poor?

The initial goal of globalization, at
least for US Americans, was to bring
prosperity to all countries in the world.
Hoping to provide underdeveloped
countrieswiththemeansand knowledgeto

Spring 2004

oneday sustain themselvesindependently,
globalization began with positive
foundations. The installation of freedom
and democracy, as well as environmental
safety and preservation also exist as goas
of globalization. So, wherediditgowrong?

Inthemidst of highidealsand hopeful
aspirations, globalization failed to see its
projects to fruition. In the case of Sub-
Saharan Africa, countries like the US
implemented high-tech programs in this
region, but did not provide sustained help.

Therefore, intermsof poverty, hunger,
and violencethese countrieshavecomeout
worsethanbefore. They werel eft somewhat
empty-handed, without the needed
informationto keeptheseprogramsrunning
efficiently.

Interestingly enough, globalization
marksasuccessinplaceslikeCentral Asia.
In Korea, poverty has been strongly
combated, literacy madeahighideal, health
standards made a priority, and the life
expectancy has increased. The prosperity
of Koreais duein large part to their own
regulations, though, asthey independently
absorbed technological knowledge and
depended uponexport growth. Korea, a ong
with other Asian countries, showed that
globalization can and will work when
regulated and utilized properly.

(continued on page 6)
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special section on globalization

Glaobalization works when the larger
country, in entering a smaller country,
providesinformation and resourcesfor the
longevity and sustai nability of theparticul ar
project. Too often, large countries such as
the US depend upon the wealth of smaller
countries.

What productsandresourcesasmaller,
devel oping nation can produce become, all

Globalization is not an easy
issue... Itisan issuethat
sometimes threatens the

poor and oppressed and at
other times supports and
helps them...

too often, what adevel oped nation depends
upon. If larger countries learn how to live
within their means—taking more
responsibility for their own actions—
globalization and a global, free market
economy would work.

What peoplefail torecognizeisthat all
systems are imperfect. No one program or
entity is able to provide everything to all
people. But, as interdependence between
countries, both large and small, is valued
andrespected, theproblemsof globalization
will decrease.

So, what are the positives of
globalization? According to the Cato
Institute (Cl), as freer trade and
globalization havespread throughout many
countries, so too have civil liberties and
democracy. Freedom House reports that
the number of the world' s population that
enjoys civil and political freedom has
jumped from 35 percent to 44 percent since
1972.

The institute claims that the most
economically open countriestoday arethree
timesmorelikely toenjoy full political and
civil freedoms as those that are
economically closed. Also, they say, those
countriesthat remain closed are ninetimes
more likely to completely suppress civil
and political freedoms as those that are
open.

Though many would argue that there
exists an ever-growing gap between the
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rich and the poor, free trade and a global
economy actually help to implement a
growing middle class. Cl reports that
countries that remain open to free trade
tendtoproduceagrowing, politically aware
middle class. As many studies show, the
middle classisthe foundation of acountry
which works towards political freedom.
By encouraging the middle class,
globalization and free trade emphasize the
importance of freedom and democracy,
which spreads civil society and itsideas
throughout the world.

The question is this: What are we
fighting about? Why does there exist so
much tension between those who support
globalization and free trade and those who
donot?If, asCatoreportsconfirm, countries
engaging in free trade enjoy political and
civil freedoms, aswell ascivil libertiesthat
decrease the shared living situations and
the poverty ratesinthese countries, why do
so many of us oppose it?

Why istheredisagreement evenwithin
the ranks of those most dedicated to
eradicating poverty? |s there not amiddle
ground upon which those from both sides
can stand?

Noonecandeny that poverty continues
to exist in every country in the world.
Whether in the United States, Mexico, or
Zimbabwe—somewhere, tensof thousands
will go hungry. Thisisareaity and afact
that neither globalization supportersnor its
adversaries cannot deny. But globalization
andtheadvocacy of freetradewith countries
suchasChile, SouthKorea, and Taiwanare
morelikely to decrease these poverty rates
than not.

Take this scenario, for instance. The
United Statesand AustraliaestablishaFree
Trade Agreement, opening trade
negotiationsconcerningsugar. Thiscreates
more jobs, more currency, and better
rel ations between the two countries, not to
mention adecreasein sugar pricesfor both
Australians and Americans.

Australianolonger existsasanisolated
entity, but rather now existsasanopen, free
country willing to delegate and
communicate through trade with other
countries. As long as the corporations

controlling the free trade of sugar between
Australia and the United States remain
regulated, problems will decrease, rather
than increase.

Doesglobalization haveits problems?
Of courseit does. However, because of an
imperfect world, run by an imperfect
system, problems will always exist.
Therefore, the question should not be why
weshouldabolishglobalization, but, rather,
how canwedecreasetheexisting problems
of globalizationtomakeitthehel pful system
that it should be?

Thegoal of globalization should never
betoexploit cheaplabor inunderdevel oped
countries. Sadly, these evils happen too
often. The goal of globalization, rather,
should be to implement free and sustained
societies throughout the world.
Globalization should advocatedemaocracy,
aswell ascivil libertiesthat striveto create
knowledgeandindependenceindevel oping
countries.

It should help decrease poverty by
creating more jobs for those who know a
particular trade. Globalization should seek
tointegrate close rel ationships between all
countries and help to establish a global
market that is both responsible and secure
in its motivations and purposes. Working
towards freedom, globalization is
something that, when implemented
correctly, definitely works.

—Claire McKeever, a native of Abilene,
Texas, isa professional writing student at
Baylor University.

For more information about
globalization from this perspective,
go to www.glabalization.com,
www.freedomhouse.org, or
www.globalenvision.org. On the
latter website, you can click on the
“Articles’ link for alist of articles
and book reviews dealing with
globalization, free trade, and
poverty issues. See also In Defense
of Global Capitalism, by Johan
Norberg, distributed by the Cato
Institute, 2003; www.cCato.0org.
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Make Peoplethe Priority, Not Money:

A Hard Look at the World Trade Organization

tfirst glance, theWorld Trade Organ-

izationseemslikeagoodidea. Started
in 1947, the WTO was once called the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade,
or GATT, and it began as away to reduce
trade barriers through negotiations. About
50yearslater, in 1995, the GATT changed
its name to the World Trade Organization.
Today thereare 125 member nations. China
continues to be excluded from the list of
members.

The WTO began solely to reduce tar-
iffs on manufactured goods in order to
increase trade among countries. This was
supposed to help the economy of al na-
tions. Theorganization began to spark con-
troversy when it began venturing out in
other areas. It now can affect regulations
other than tariffs, such as health and envi-
ronmental factors.

Today, more than ever, conflicts
abound over trade—not just in the United
States, but all over theworld. Inbothwealthy
and poor nations, leaders are deciding to
become stricter about what products they
will make easy to trade, and to what prod-
ucts it will become more difficult to gain
access.

A closer look into the World Trade
Organization reveas several problems.
These problems negatively affect the poor
and hungry people of the world, while
increasingly benefiting the wealthy.

For example, unelected international
officials run the WTO. While these
unelected leaders are alowed to consult
with nongovernmental committees in or-
der to make decisions, many people be-
lieve that the process remains unfair be-
cause these committees are tainted.

The committees have an unequal bal-
ance of interests represented. Lobbyists
and people from large labor unions and

by Evangeline Myrick

environmental groups with seemingly un-
limited budgetsareover-represented, while
small farmers and regular citizens from
various countries are grossly under-repre-
sented. So, although WTO officials can
consult with these committees, the people
withwhom they are consulting almost cer-
tainly have agendas of their own.

On the website of the WTO, thereisa
statement that says that the WTO is “the

Why do we have people
heading organizations like
the WTO who have never
experienced poverty?

only international organizationdealingwith
global rules of trade between nations.” Its
role is to, “insure that trade flows as
smoothly, predictably and freely as pos-
sible.” Thefact is, the WTO is concerned
with interest rates, deficits, and rules of
trade while large populations of the world
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are concerned with barely eating once a
day. Thequestionthat many raiseisthis: do
these people really see the benefits from a
global organizationwhosefocusisonsome
given country’ sinterest rate?

Many of these same people are con-
cerned with military insurgencies; some
are not able to deep through the night for
fear of beingwokenwithagunintheir face.
Their sons are pulled from their homes to
fight for causesthat they don’t understand.
Their daily problems are so critical that
they do naot have the luxury of analyzing
economic reform.

One of the reasons for the uneven
balance is that wealthy countries enjoy
economic stability and can quickly bounce
back from economic crises, while poor
countries remain poor and have slow eco-
nomic development.

Perhaps getting rid of an international
trade organization is not the answer to
these problems, but major reforms must
occur in order to give help where help is
due. Thomas L. Friedman, acolumnist for
the New York Times, saysthat therearetwo
types of protesters against the WTO. The
first type deal with whether we globalize.
Theywanttostopglobalizationinitstracks.
The second type concentrate on how we
globalize. Others respond by seeking out
“fair trade” products—apracticein which
the buyer is assured by a certification pro-
cessthat the farmer who grew those coffee
beans or the person who crafted that table-
clothwill receiveafair pricefor thegoods.
(Seethesidebar on page 8 for moreon fair
trade.)

Whether we approve of globalization
and organizations like the WTO or not,
they will probably always be there. So
perhapswe should take on the responsibil -
ity of encouraging reform in a way that
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special section on globalization

hel ps peopl e less fortunate than ourselves.

We should remember that there are
countrieswhereapersonisconsideredrich
if he or she is able to eat one meal a day.
Sometimes | complain when | miss one
meal in aday.

Why do we have people heading orga
nizations like the WTO who have never
experienced poverty? Andthisdoesn’thave
to entail actually going hungry. It could be

There are two types of
protesters against the WTO.
Thefirst type deal with
whether we globalize...The
second type concentrate on
how we globalize.

just visiting an underdeveloped country
and meeting some of itspeople. The WTO
leaders need to understand the situati ons of
the people they say they aretryingto help,
before they will even come remotely close

to helping them.

While committees full of people who
eat regular meals, wear nice clothing, and
drive or even fly expensive vehicles meet
to discuss improvement of economic con-
ditions in countries, they should also dis-
cuss how to improve the quality of life of
theworkersof thesecountries. They should
remember that children in many countries
do not go to school, but instead go to
work—at difficult and dangerousjobswith
grueling schedules—to help support their
families. Thesecommitteemembersshould
deal with the average annual salaries of
countrieslike Guatemal a—$1500 per year,
and most families don’'t make anywhere
near that much money.

They also need to realize that the most
of the salaries earned by people in those
countries is earned with harsh physica
labor. This is made more difficult by the
fact that they must depend on shear luck
that their crops will produce harvest that
year.

| am not suggestingthat everyonetogo
out and sell their Sports Utility Vehiclesor

refrain from buying that new pair of shoes
they’ ve been waiting for. | am only sug-
gesting that weeducate oursel ves. Weneed
to consistently remind ourselves that, not
very far fromusaswell asacrosstheglobe,
live people just like us whose lives are
much moredifficult. Weshould constantly
look for ways to influence decisions made
on their behalf. We must work at this until
organizations like the WTO make people
their priority, not money.

When those of uswho havewealthand
opportunity (and most North Americans
do, comparedto most of theworld) become
interested in the well being of all humans,
our world will become a better place. We
are fortunate enough to be sitting in a
comfortable chair writing—or reading—
this article. Let’s use the advantages that
have been givento us. Not only will thisbe
goodforthepeopleof thedevel opingworld,
but it will also improve us as people.
—Evangeline Myrick, a native of Houston,
Texas, is a professional writing student at
Baylor University. She plansto attend law
school thisfall.

site on fair trade: www.pcusa.org/trade.

For More Information...

For information on the Fair Trade M ovement, see The Mennonite
Central Committee Washington Office Guide to Economic Globalization
(mccwash@mecc.org; 202/544-6564); “ The Cries of the Harvesters: The
Case Against ‘Free Trade'” by Fred Bahnson, in Re:generation Quar-
terly; “ Coffee and Fair Trade,” by Kimmy Scott, in Baptist Peacemaker,
Fall 2002; “Cuppa Joe with a Twist” by Holly Lebowitz Rossi, from
Sojourners; “Globalization: From Conquistadors to Corporations’ by
Richard Parker, from Sojourners; “The Plight of Coffee Farmersin
Central America’ by Ben Blevins, from the Newsletter of the Richmond
Peace Education Center. See also the Presbyterian Hunger Program

See also these fair trade websites: Inter national Federation of
Alternative Trade: www.ifat.org; Transfair I nternational (email):
tfi@oln.comlink.apc.org; Transfair USA: www.transfairusa.org;
Networ k of European World Shops (email only):
EUNEWS@worldonline.nl; Fair Trade Federation:

For Global Trade Awareness. ..

“Before you finish
eating breakfast this
morning, you will
have depended on
half the world.”
Thus the popular
Seeds “Breakfast
Poster” begins. This
poster, which
describes a number
of ways that
“developed world”
consumption affects
people in

economically

Before yow finish eating

Thig i the way owr undverse iy structiureds

www.fairtradefederation.org; Co-op America: www.sweatshops.org;
SERVV International: www.servv.org; Ten Thousand Villages:
www.villages.ca; Equal Exchange: www.equal exchange.com.

For information on globalization and how it impacts food security
worldwide, see the Foreign Policy in Focus (FPIF) summary on food
security: www.fpif.org/cgaa/food.html; see also the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations: www.fao.org/trade/
index_en.asp.

disadvantaged
countries, is available for US$9.00 (this includes
mailing tube, shipping, and the price of the
poster). Just send a check or contact Seeds of
Hope Publishers at 254/755-7745; fax: 254/753-
1909; 602 James, Waco, TX 76706; or email
seedshope@aol.com. For prices on multiple
copies, please contact the Seeds office.
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How ‘Lantern Slides Brought Change for
Nineteenth-Century New York Slums

nown as the “Emancipator of the

Slums” at the turn of the nineteenth
century, Jacob Riisworked diligently with
the urban poor to expose the dirty slums,
unfit living conditions, and poverty-
stricken inhabitants of New York City.
Riis was himself an immigrant from
Denmark andlivedinpoverty until gaining
ajobasapolicereporter for the New Y ork
Tribune.

INnthe1880s, hiswork turnedtoreform
inorder to hel pthethousandsof immigrants
flocking to New York City. Though he
started with the written word, he soon
found that this was not enough.

Riis began to take photographs of the
slums, hopingthat avisua encounter would
createamorelasting effect uponthepublic.
Riis stated that his purpose was to make a
collection of “lantern slides” to show “as
no mere description could, the misery and
vice that he had noted in his ten years of
experience...and suggest the direction in
which good might be done.”

Theodore Roosevelt praised Riis for
hiswork, calling him “the greatest citizen
of New Y ork City.” Roosevelt offered him
a job working with him. Riis refused the
position, preferring a more credtive, free,
and open lifestyle in which to continue
producing material calling for reform
among the urban poor.

Riis scollection, Howthe Other Half
Lives, documentsthesqual or of immigrant

life, as well as exposing the horrid
conditions of slum living. A man devoted
to reform, change, and improving the
quality of life, Riis leaves history with
photos that tell a story of tenement,
immigrant, and slum life.

—compiled by Claire McKeever. Sources:
www. historytelevision.ca/archives/
gangsNY; see also www.masters-of-
photography.com

—Theillustration above is fromthe
title page of How the Other Half
Lives: Studies Among the Tenements
of New York by Jacob A. Riis (New
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1890)

Raise Hunger
Awareness
through
Worship.

Subscribe to
Sacred Seasons,
a worship resource

from Seeds of Hope.

Sacred Seasons is a quarterly series of
creative worship rools ro help raise
awareness of hunger and justice issues.
A year’s subscription includes Advent,
Lent, Ordinary Time, and a fall
hunger emphasis resource. To order,
call 254/755-7745; fax 254/753-
1909; write to Seeds Publishers at 602
James, Waco, TX
76706; or email
seedshope@aol.com.
Single packets are
US$50. (Non-US
subscriptions are
$135; individual
packets are $60.) For
more information, see Seasons

www.seedspublishers.org.

Sacred

America’s Second Harvest Launches Third US Hunger Awareness Day

n December 2003, the number of unemployed personsin the

USwas 8.4 million, or 5.7 percent of all Americans. Many of
these people have reached the end of their savings and are
stretching impossibly tight budgets to
put food on their tables.

Thesow economy hasadded stress
to the growing problem of poverty in
this country. For instance, the number
of people living in poverty in the US
’ suburbsalonerosefrom12.1millionin
> 2001 to 13.3 million in 2002.
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To respond to this problem, America’ s Second Harvest and
a number of sponsoring organizations—along with feeding
programs, faith groups, and individuals—will observe National
Hunger Awareness Day on Thursday, June 3. This will be the
third year for the observance, which is designed to serve as a
platform for domestic hunger-relief organizations to raise the
level of awareness about the issue of hunger in the US.

See www.hungerawarenessday.org for information about
the events planned across the country by member organizations
and other interested groups. Y ou can also download atoolkit to
help you plan your own event.
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Bipartisan Effortsin US
Congress Bring Hopeto a
Hungry World

Senate Adds $300 Million to
I nternational Affairs Budget

WasHINGTON, DC—The bipartisan
leadership of US Senators Lugar (R-IN),
Durbin (D-IL), and DeWine (R-OH)
brought about alast-minute change which
added $300 million to President Bush's
international affairs budget for FY 2005.
Thevote, which took placein early March,
will insure that funds will be targeted for
chronically malnourished people and
people suffering from HIV/AIDS and
other infectiousdiseases. At presstime, the
Housewas still deliberating on itsversion
of the budget.

—from Bread for the World

US House Passes Bipartisan
Child Nutrition Program Bill
WasHINGTON, DC—In late March, an
overwhelming bipartisan mgjority in the
US House of Representatives (419-5)
approved the Child Nutrition Improvement
and Integrity Act (HR 3873). This bill, a
child nutrition reauthorization bill, was
reported out of the Education and
Workforce Committee by a 42-0 vote
earlier in March. It will expand the
availability of nutritious meals to more
childrenin school, in outside school hours

programs, and in child care.

Thebill makesvital improvementsin
the nutrition programs, such as expanding
successful paperwork reduction pilots in
the Summer Food Program that have
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already resulted in more low-income
children receiving nutritious meals during
the summer months; extending eligibility
for snacks and meals to children in
homeless and domestic violence shelters
up to the age of 18; making it possible for
more low-income children from military
families to receive free and reduced price
school meals; allowing for-profit child care
centers that serve significant numbers of
low-income children to participate in the
Child and Adult Care Food Program;
providing migrant children with automatic
eigibility for free school meals; creating
new ways to improve the nutrition
environment in schools; and making the
application processfor school mealseasier
for many low-income families.
According to the Food Research and
Action Center (FRAC), thehill will provide
greater access to important child nutrition
programs for many low-income children.
This will translate into more hungry
children becoming better nourished and
ready to learn. At press time, anti-hunger
advocateswere urging the Senateto follow
suit as soon as possible with similar
positive action on the child nutrition
programs, including, in the words of a
FRAC representative, “additional
improvements, in order to ensure that the
nation’s low-income children and their
families can benefit from the constructive
and hard-won provisions in this child
nutrition bill.”
—from Food Research and Action Center

Global Study Says Women Suffer
Morefrom Joblessness
Geneva—A study released in March by the
International Labor Organization (ILO)
said that joblessness around the world
affects women more than men. The global
unemployment rate for last year was 6.4
per cent for females, 6.1 per cent for males.

Thereport said that morewomen work
today than ever before. Last year 40 percent
of the world's 2.8 billion workers were
women. This represents an increase of
nearly 200 million women in the past 10
years.

However, women around the world,

like women in the US, face higher
unemployment ratesand lower wages. The
ILO said that, in additionto the 77.8 million
jobless women, women represent 60
percent of theworld's550 millionworking
poor. Inthe six occupations studied, women
still earnless of what their male coworkers
earn, even in “typically female”
occupations such as nursing and teaching.
The study found that while the gap
between the number of men and womenin
the labor force has
been decreasing in
all regions of the
world since 1993,
this decrease has
varied widely. In
East Asia, the ratio
of workers is 83
women to 100 men.
However, in the
Middle East, North
Africa, and South
Asia, female
workers do not fare
sowell. Theretheratiois40 womento 100
men.
—from the Canadian Press, International
Labor Organization (www.ilo.org)

Unemployment Benefits Running
Out for Record Numbers

WasHingToN, DC—The Center of Budget
and Policy Priorities (CBPP) recently
released an analysis predicting that 375,000
jobless people in the US would run out of
unemployment benefitsin January. Thisis
the highest number for that month in the
US during the thirty years that
unemployment figures have been counted.
The CBPP predicted that an additional 2
million people will have exhausted their
benefits by June of this year. The report
counted the loss of 2.8 million
manufacturing jobs in the US in the past
41 months.

In spite of talk in the nation's capital
about job growth, only 1,000 jobs were
created in December. Congress had voted
in 2002 to extend unemployment benefits
for 13 weeks. In fact, Congress extended
the benefits twice. However, those
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extensions expired just before Christmas
2003.

—from the Washington Post, Food
Research and Action Center, Center for
Budget Policy and Priorities

Low-Income People Find High-
Calorie, Less Nutritious Foods
More Affordable

SeATTLE, WAsHINGTON—A report from the
Center for Public Health Nutrition (CPHN)
at the University of Washington concludes
that low-income people tend to choose
more high-calorie, low-nutritious foods
because they provide more energy for the
dollar.

Adam Drewnowski, CPHN’sdirector,
said that energy-densefoods* composed of
refined grains, added sugars, or fats may
represent the lowest-cost option.” He said
that peopl e probably choose these kinds of
foods simply to save money.

Ironically, the report also found that
women from food insecure households
were less likely to get enough fruits and
vegetablesand, on average, weighed about
10 pounds more than women from food-
secure househol ds.

Jim Weill, president of the Food
Research and Action Center (FRAC), said
that parents in food-insecure households
buy enough to “make their kids not
hungry.” He said that these people redlize
their meals are not as nutritious as they
should be. A report from FRAC stated that
food stamp benefits are not adequate to
provide awell-balanced diet.

—1 os Angeles Times, Food Research and
Action Center

GO BEFORE US
Singing and Working for Justice
Bernadette Farrell

Go Before Us expresses a commitment to.social justice, challenging us al to
think, to pray and especially to-act in ways that bring peace to our broken world.
Hymns, psalms, songs suitable for children and music for the liturgy throughout the
year. Adult and children’s.choirs, soloists; 12 instrumentalists. 13 selections, $17.
GBU
—Order from Alternatives at www.simpleliving.org/catal og/music:html

AGAPE
The Stories and the Feast
Marty Haugen

Based on the M ass, this phenomenal work uses music from many culturesandthe
prophetic voices of our day to bring alive a story of struggle, hope and celebration.
Written for adult and children’s choirs, soloists and instrumentalists, and audience
participation as well. The gospel-style communion song “O Taste and See,” and
lona s“Halle, Halle, Halle” have become favorites along with the strong eucharistic
acclamations. 14 selections, $17. AGAPE
—Order from Alternatives at www.simpleliving.org/catalog/music.html

FACTSHAVE FACES
Hunger in a World of Plenty
Uprooted Peoples

Church World Servicehasjust released two new fact sheetsin their superb Facts
HaveFacesseries. “HungerinaWorld of Plenty” offersstatistics, quotesfromaround
theworld, stories of hope, and a capsule on the roots of hunger. “Uprooted Peoples”
is an excellent resource for introducing people to the realities of displaced persons,
including aglossary, facts about refugees, and stories of hope. Thefirst copy of each
isfree; additional copies $.20, with bulk discounts available.
—Order fromwww.churchworldservice.org or 800-297-1516.

ELECTIONSMATTER:
Voteto End Hunger

Thisisa22-page booklet from Bread for the World on how to engage with the
US election process. It includes a number of “how-to” chapters, questions for
candidates, a special page for youth, and worship resources.
—Download the booklet for free at www.bread.org or call 1-800-82-BREAD.

Haiti’s Child, continued from page 3

laria, bothof which can causedeath. Peoplestarve becauseof the
lack of food production.

Nothingistrash. Haitians areforced to use everything they
have as a resource. Dogs wander the streets sniffing for a scrap
of food. There are no scraps.

Rose' sfather pled hiscasewithme 10 monthsago. But | still
think about them every day. We have much moreto learn from
the Haitians than they could ever learn from us. Their kindness,

their resilience and their faith are unmatched. They believe.
And so they changed my lifeforever. Throughthe Haitians,
God strengthened my: heart for the poor and for the kingdom.
Somehow, Haiti seemsa forgotten place.
But Rose’s eyes still follow me, even in my sleep.
—Frika Walter is trained as a photojournalist, but is also
workingwith children atamissionin Peru. Thewordsaboveare
excerptsfromalonger piecethat shewroteafter returning to the
USfroma mission trip to Haiti.
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Various sources report over 200,000 callsto the network and other agencies [over
Janet Jackson's and Justin Timberlake's “wardrobe malfunction” during the
halftime of the Super Bowl]. There has been speculation that in the days that
followed there were as many asten million complaints. Isit not a sad commentary
onour culturethat we are more upset over an uncovered breast than wearean unfed
child? Why do not millions of outraged Christians call to protest the neglect of
children? Thirty-five million peoplein the United States, fourteen million of them
children, livein poverty intherichest nationinthehistory of theworld. What would
disturb Jesus most, an uncovered breast or an unfed child?

—Raymond Bailey, a pastor in Waco, Texas

How can you say you have fulfilled the law and prophets, when it iswritten in the
law that you should love your neighbor as yourself? Look, many of your brothers,
sonsof Abraham, arecovered withfilthand dying of hunger. Meanwhile, your own
house is filled with goods, and not a thing goes out of it to them.

—Origen, third-century theologian in Alexandria

Christ didn’t say, “ Love humanity asthyself,” but, “ Love thy neighbor asthyself,”
and do you know why? Because your neighbor, by definition, isthe person nearby,
the man sitting next to you in the underground who smells, perhaps, the man next
to you in the queue who maybe tries to barge ahead of you; in short, your neighbor
is the person who threatens your own liberty.

—L uciano De Crescenzo

During my second year of nursing school, our professor gave usaquiz. | breezed
through the questionsuntil | read thelast one: “What isthefirst name of thewoman
who cleans the school ?* Surely this was a joke. | had seen the cleaning woman
several times, but how would | know her name? | handed in my paper, leaving the
last question blank. Before the class ended, one student asked if the last question
would count toward our grade. “ Absolutely,” the professor said. “In your careers,
you will meet many people. All are
significant. They deserve your atten-
tion and care, even if al you do is
smile and say hello.” I’ve never for-
gotten that lesson. | also learned her
name was Dorothy.

—dJoanne C. Jones

Few are the giants of the soul who
actually feel that the human race is
their family circle.

—FElizabeth Wray Taylor

© 2004; 1SSN 0194-4495. Seeds of Hope, Inc.,
holds the 501(c)3 nonprofit tax status.

Seeds of Hope Publishersalso produce quar-
terly packets of worship materialsfor theliturgi-
cal year—with an economic justice attitude.
These include litanies, sermons, children's and

youth activities, bulletin art, and drama.

Scripture quotations, unless otherwise
noted, are from the New Revised Standard Ver-
sion, Copyright © 2001 by the National Council
of Churchesof Christinthe U.S.A. Used by per-
mission.
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