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House, Senate Make Way
for First Minimum Wage
Increase in 10 Years
by Joseph P. Woodard
WASHINGTON, DC—After years of waiting on the part of US workers and anti-poverty activists,
US lawmakers finally made progress on minimum wage legislation in January and early February
of this year. A bill was quickly drafted and put into matriculation in both houses of Congress for
the beginning weeks of the first legislative session of the 110th Congress.
The move came as part of the promise from the Democratic members of Congress for their
“first 100 hours” in power. These legislators had sworn that raising the minimum wage was one
of their first priorities. The promise came soon after elections of last November brought a shift
in political power for both the Senate and House of Representatives, where Democratic majorities
were formed.
Rep. George Miller, Democrat from California’s 7th District, wrote and sponsored the bill,
which was co-signed and affirmed by 222 others. HR 2, or the “Fair Minimum Wage Act of
2007,” passed in the House with little deliberation. The bill commanded an increase in the federal
minimum wage from $5.15 to $7.25 in phases over two years.
“Today is a remarkable day,” said Miller as he spoke to the House of Representatives on
behalf of the bill. “Because after ten years, we’re going to have an up or down vote on whether
the poorest people in our nation, who are working every day, and at the end of the year end up
poor, deserve a raise.”
In fact, the federal minimum wage has not been updated in over a decade, leaving today’s
wages woefully outdated in comparison to changes in the cost of living. The relatively short time
HR 2 spent in House debate seems to indicate that most legislators are ready to join the 28 states
that have already raised their minimum wages, largely due to years of neglect in Congress on the
issue.
The bill (S 2) met with less optimism in the Senate . Senate Republicans proposed adding an
amendment to include tax relief for small businesses—the entities that would bear the highest cost
and are most sensitive to wage increases. Weeks of debate culminated in tax cuts of $8.3 billion
to help offset the costs of higher labor. As House-Senate negotiations continued, that number was
lowered to $2 billion.
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1
price indexes in establishing an average
national poverty level. The guideline for
2007 lists $10,201, $17,170 and $24,130
as the poverty line for families numbering
one, three, and five persons respectively.
With the proposed timetable of
increases taking effect incrementally over
time, the new wage of $7.25 will not be
available until 2009 at the
earliest. The struggle to keep
A worker earning the proposed new
wage of $7.25 per hour, for forty hours wages up-to-date with
inflation will continue. The
each week, and before any kind of
purchasing
power
of
taxes or deductions, will see a yearly
minimum wage earners—
income of $15,080, just above the listed while improved – will
experience a less dramatic
poverty line for a family of two.
change than some might hope.
Neither are minimum wage increases
fears of negative market response—a
complex issue made difficult by a lack of known for being the most articulate of
economic fixes. Wage increases boost
reliable independent data on the topic.
Nevertheless, President George W. not only the income of those in distress,
Bush expressed satisfaction over the but also many workers who have an
auxiliary means of wealth—parental or
amended bill.
“By working in a bipartisan way to spousal support, for
match a minimum wage increase with tax example. Others, who
relief for small businesses,” Bush stated already make above the
on February 1, “the Senate has taken a minimum, still have to
step toward helping maintain a strong grapple to make ends meet.
and dynamic labor market and promoting Some 8.3 million could be
helped by a minimum wage
continued economic growth.”
The President is expected to sign a increase.
Aaron Albright, Press
minimum wage bill, as long as some
provision is made for tax relief among Secretary of the House
Committee on Education
small business owners.
Still, minimum wage increases and Labor explained that
remain an imperfect solution to the needs wages are just a part of the
of the poorest Americans, some of whom puzzle:
do not even have a wage to be regulated.
Increasing the miniFor people working at minimum wage,
mum wage is just one
the situation is marginally better.
piece of helping eradiA worker earning the proposed new
cate poverty. We also
wage of $7.25 per hour, for forty hours
have to make health
each week, and before any kind of taxes
insurance affordable
and accessible, ensure
or deductions, will see a yearly income of
that every child can go
$15,080, just above the listed poverty
to a good public school,
line for a family of two.
and increase the Pell
The US Department of Health and
Grand scholarship so
Human Services considers consumer
The key to getting the bill passed and
implemented will be a willingness on
both sides to compromise. Republicans
typically cite the effects on “mom and
pop” businesses when arguing against
increases in government costs.
The biggest challenge for proponents
of a minimum wage increase is in allaying
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that low-income students can go
to college, ensure that low-income
workers have paid time off and
good child care so that they can
balance work and family demands.

Despite its imperfections, this recent
legislation has brought economic justice
issues to the forefront, and will benefit
those who have too-long earned salaries
burdensome to their economic well being.
—Joseph Woodard, a native of Dallas, is
a Professional Writing student at Baylor
University in Waco, Texas, and a Seeds
of Hope intern. Sources: US Department
of Health and Human Services, White
House Office of the Press Secretary, the
Cable-Satellite Public Affairs Network,
and The New York Times.
Editor’s Note: At press time, the minimum
wage legislation has taken a back seat to
other pressing issues before Congress,
and is still in negotiation between houses.
cartoon by Norma Young
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hunger heroes

Against All Odds
The Story of Jackson Nelson
by Neil Rowe Miller
Editor’s Note: Neil Rowe-Miller is the
executive director of World Hunger Relief,
Inc., whose headquarters and training
facility are located near Waco, Texas.
Prior to working for WHRI, Neil has
worked for more than a decade in
agricultural development in Uganda and

Because of this Christian concern
and his other skills, Nelson was soon
asked to head up WHRI well drilling in
the region. By 1986, he had dug over 50
wells, and before long he was asked to
help with projects in other parts of the
country. Many of these wells continue to
supply rural communities with
healthy water today.
Throughout my stay, I witnessed
They stand as one of the
evidence that survival in Haiti can be
most
enduring
contributions
more than dog-eat-dog, largely from
World Hunger Relief has made
the example of Jackson Nelson, who
in Haiti. Nelson has maintained
has given of himself generously to the drilling equipment even when
community of Ferrier for 30 years.
it meant traveling to the
Dominican Republic to
Haiti, and also in the US. He recently fabricate discontinued parts.
returned to Haiti to visit WHRI’s sister
In 1992, the US government led an
organization, World Hunger Relief-Haiti, embargo in response to a military coup
based in the mountain village of Ferrier. that deposed Haiti’s first democratically
This is what he found.
elected President. This embargo
bankrupted a large WHRI peppereturning to Haiti,after a 16-year
production project and left the World
absence, was both a joyful and a
Hunger Relief-Haiti organization
sobering experience. Many things remain
(WHRH) in disarray.
unchanged. The struggle to survive is
constant and oppressive. Still, throughout
my stay, I witnessed evidence that survival
in Haiti can be more than dog-eat-dog—
largley from the example of Jackson
Nelson, who has given of himself
Jackson
generously to the community of Ferrier
Nelson (far
left) with one
for 30 years.
of the many
When he first came to the World
wells
he has
Hunger Relief, Inc. (WHRI) training
helped
to
drill
center near Waco, Texas in the early
in
the
Haitian
1980s, Nelson had already demonstrated
mountains
his will to serve the Ferrier community by
over the past
supporting seven local orphans. Beginning
30 years.
with a make-shift building, he often shared
Photo
food from his own table. Ultimately the
courtesy of
orphanage grew, and is now managed by World Hunger
Hope for the Hungry from Belton, Texas.
Relief, Inc.

R
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Despite a relative lack of direction
and financing from the Waco facility,
Nelson continued to carry on training
activities in the name of World Hunger
Relief.
In 1996, he requested that WHRI
help build the College de L’Avenir de
Ferrier. His vision was for a school that
provided agricultural training, as well as
more typical academic classes.
Today, the school teaches 125
students from pre-kindergarten through
eighth grade.
Goats have overrun the compound
and made it difficult to implement the
practical agricultural training. But thanks
to Nelson’s persistence and modest
financial support from WHRI, the school
serves a marginalized population,
including several dozen students who
cannot afford to pay the $60 per year in
tuition and fees paid by other students.
In addition to his community
activities, Nelson is a skilled farmer. This
year he used virtually all his savings to
plant seven acres of irrigated rice. Yet
even this he envisions as a form of
community outreach. The price of rice in
the market place is roughly twice the
price out of the field. As production is
increased, he reasons, the local women
who process and market the crop stand to
benefit as much as he.
continued on page 4
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NCC, Friendship Press Produce Study Guide on
Millennium Development Goals

Eradicating Global Poverty:
A Christian Study Guide on the
Millennium Development Goals
64 pages, from the National Council of
Churches and Friendship Press

I

f the poor will always be with us, why
should we eradicate extreme poverty?
Because we can, experts say. Humanity
has the means to end worldwide poverty
in our lifetime. The real question is, will
we do it?
A new study guide released in
February by the National Council of
Churches USA, Eradicating Poverty: A
Christian Study Guide on the Millennium
Development Goals, tackles these and
other pressing issues.
The Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) are a set of eight goals to end
extreme poverty, hunger and disease by
2015, agreed to by world leaders in 2000.
The study guide aims to motivate people
to make the goals a reality, according to
Lallie B. Lloyd, author of the guide.
“Since the Millennium Development
Goals were announced in 2000,” Lloyd
writes, “a global movement has emerged.
Around the world, and across the United
States, Christians are joining other people
of faith…in a unified effort to eradicate
extreme poverty.”
The goal is not a fantasy, says
economist Jeffrey Sachs. “Ours is the
first generation in the history of the world
with the ability to eradicate extreme
poverty. We have the means, the resources

Hunger News & Hope 4

and the know-how. All we lack is the
will.”
Jesus told his disciples that there will
always be poor people, and so long as
sinful humans are in charge of the earth,
that will remain true. But millions around
the world are trapped in a relentless,
hopeless poverty that kills people—that
allows children and their parents to suffer
and die from starvation, disease and
political neglect.
Jesus would be appalled by poverty
this extreme, and by Christians who are
indifferent to it.
“If we were to learn today, for the
first time in human history, we have the
tools, knowledge and wealth to end
extreme poverty,” asks Dr. Antonios
Kireopoulos, Associate General Secretary
of the NCC for International Affairs and
Peace, “would we take the necessary steps
to do so?”
The editors and writers of Eradicating
Global Poverty believe the answer is yes.
The study guide has six sessions for
use in congregational church school
classes “to foster an understanding of the
pertinent issues and promote this
worldwide effort on behalf of the poor,”
said Kireopoulos, the guide’s editor.
Each session examines one or more
of the goals. An appendix examines the
special economic and political challenges
facing the African continent.

All study sessions are timely and at
times emotionally compelling. The
guide’s reminder that millions of poor
women experience pregnancy and
childbirth without medical support, and
500,000 women die in childbirth each
year, will inspire many readers to get
involved in eradicating global poverty.
Similarly, it is heart-rending to read
that 11 million children under 5 died from
the lack of medical care—and that 43
developing countries account for 90
percent of the world’s deaths of children
under 5.
The idea for the study guide grew out
of a meeting hosted by the NCC that
included a presentation by Sachs, director
of the Millennium Project, a UNcommissioned advisory body that
proposes solutions to meeting the goals
by 2015.
The NCC governing board has
endorsed the MDGs. The study guide was
made possible in part by a grant from
industrialist Chang K. Park, a Christian
layman from New York.
The editors of the guide believe the
time may be ripe for a major movement to
implement the UN goals and effectively
end the poverty that is killing millions
around the world.
—From a story by Philip Jenks for the
NCC. For more information, go to
www.ncccusa.org.

Against All Odds, continued from page 3
Other local farmers have not planted rice in recent years due the difficulty of
keeping out livestock. Nelson has already begun helping some with fencing and
seed. If these efforts are successful, a significant contribution will be made to the
local food supply and economy.
The turmoil surrounding the ouster of President Aristide in 2004, and subsequent
political upheaval, have left Haitians with anxiety and uncertainty rather than
hope. In addition to this, the island has been relentlessly battered during the past
few years by Caribbean storms and flooding. Nonetheless, signs of hope exist in
the efforts of a man whose persistence continues to bear fruit despite all odds. I am
honored to walk in partnership with a man of such character.
—This story id reprinted from Farm Notes, the World Hunger Relief Incorporated,
newsletter, and is used with permission. For more information about WHRI, got
www. worldhungerrelief.org.
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The 2007 US Farm Bill
by Joseph P. Woodard

WASHINGTON, DC—Drafts of the Farm
Bill of 2007 have begun circulating in the
US Capitol as economists, legislators,
and hunger activists came together to
view what many are calling the most
important piece of legislation of the
upcoming year.
Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns
outlined the US Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) proposals for the
bill on January 31.
“We started with the 2002 farm bill
and propose to improve it by bolstering
support for emerging priorities and
focusing on a market-oriented approach,”
Johanns said.
The Farm Bill is not as simple as
Johanns would indicate, however. In fact,
the bill is a source of attention for both
domestic and foreign markets, and will
have a decisive effect on the well-being
of people at home and abroad.
Farmers in South Africa are just as
concerned as their counterparts in rural
Kansas that markets experience
prosperous yields and that their native
economies flourish.
Nevertheless, difficulty and
imbalance arise when outside forces—
weather, overproduction, or even
legislators—alter these markets. The
development organization Oxfam
America is particularly concerned with
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the effect of subsidies on cotton farmers
in West Africa.
First begun in the 1930s as a response
to the economic catastrophe of The Great
Depression and Dust Bowl, the Farm Bill
is now a staple of US domestic agriculture
and economic policy.
The Farm Bill provides the USDA
with the funding and direction needed to
fulfill its mandates, and is updated every
five years. Hence, the year 2002 saw the

First begun in the 1930s as
a response to the economic
catastrophe of The Great
Depression and Dust Bowl,
the Farm Bill is now a staple
of US domestic agriculture
and economic policy. The
Farm Bill provides the
USDA with the funding and
direction needed to fulfill its
mandates, and is updated
every five years.
last draft of the bill, and Washington
lawmakers are preparing to renew debate
for the 2007 cycle.
Many hunger and economic justice
activists have a strong interest in the
language of the upcoming legislation.

The crux of the international issues
brought about by the Farm Bill surround
its treatment of American farmers. The
USDA—and the taxpayers who support
it—have an interest in seeing these
farmers succeed. But the commerce on
which farmers rely does not exist in a
vacuum; farmers across the globe are
also affected, as are the communities
they serve.
The standard way in which
governments regulate agriculture markets
is by prescribing artificial limits and
promotions on trade. A major feature of
the current Farm Bill is its ability to
provide assistance to US farmers.
It accomplishes this through
subsidies—government moneys that
provide aid in the way of a grant, tax
break, or trade barrier. The end result of
a subsidy is that the overall production
and purchasing of a good is increased.
One of the problems created by these
subsidies is that they cause American
crops to have an advantage over foreign
markets whose economies depend on
home-grown agriculture. Farmers in other
countries simply cannot compete with
subsidy-backed goods, and the result in
each case is an economy harmed by
agricultural trade deficits.
Unfortunately, the communities most
affected are those in developing countries
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whose fragile buyer-seller relationships
are too-easily subverted by cheaper goods
from the US.
Oxfam analysts, morover, point out
that the US helped to create international
trade rules, and does not always abide by
them. According to a statement from
Oxfam, some of the US agricultural
subsidies violate WTO commitments and
are hurting poor farmers in developing
countries.
Even though the WTO ordered the
US to eliminate illegal export subsidies
for cotton and to reform other WTOinconsistent subsidies by July and
September 2005, respectively, both
deadlines have come and gone with no
change.
Critics have also pointed out that
USDA subsidies, at present, do not benefit
those who need them most. Instead, they
have been distributed mostly to larger

Above: Church World Service shows with this chart how commodity subsidies are
shifting to larger farms and wealthier farmers. (Source: James MacDonald, Robert
Hoppe, and David Banker (2005). “Growing Farm Size and the Distribution of
Commodity Program Payments.”

production companies—who, in turn, use
the added purchasing power to buy out
smaller farms. The relief-anddevelopment organization Church World
Service (CWS) suggests that the new
Farm Bill could focus on enhancing the
outreach and funding, so that the farmers

Seeds of Change: Help Farmers. End Hunger.
Bread for the World Offering of Letters Aimed at Farm Bill
In 2007, the US Congress is expected to reauthorize (or renew) the Farm
Bill. This legislation is about farms and farmers, but its scope is even broader
than that. It touches everyone in this country—everyone who eats, and especially
those who struggle to have enough to eat. Even people outside the United States
feel its impact. The Farm Bill includes vital nutrition safety nets that our
government provides for those most in need. It is only renewed every five years,
so this is a critical opportunity to fight hunger
in the United States and around the world.
Across this country, through Seeds of
Change, Bread for the World’s 2007 Offering
of Letters, people of faith and conscience will
be speaking out for important changes in the
farm bill. With much-needed improvements,
the farm bill can provide better support for US
farmers, strengthen rural US communities, help
hungry people in the US afford a sufficient and
nutritious diet, and help small-scale farmers in
developing countries to sell their crops and
feed their families—all things that the current
Farm Bill falls short of doing.
—For more information, go to www.bread.org
and look for Offering of Letters or Seeds of
Change.
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who need help the most would receive it.
Current trends, however, are almost
the opposite of that aim. The reality is
that commodity subsidies have been
shifting to larger farms and wealthier
farmers.
During 2004, commercial farms
accounted for 17 percent of the total
farms receiving payment, but received
54 percent of the amount of total
government payment. Meanwhile, rural
residences made up 50 percent of the
farms collecting payments, but received
only 17 percent of the moneys paid.
From 1995-2004, 74 percent of
subsidies went to 10 percent of farmers,
most of which were top-grossing growers.
For the small business farm, maintaining
a decent living while relying on subsidies
can be difficult.
Another criticism of commodity
subsidies is that they are bad for the
environment. By encouraging the
overproduction of certain crops, they are
often associated with the plowing of
environmentally sensitive lands, overuse
of pesticides and fertilizers, and soil
exhaustion.
Farming commodities include wheat,
rice, soybeans, corn, and cotton. A
commodity is a resource whose market
value changes with the price, as opposed
to the quality and features of the product.
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When products grown in the US are
basically the same as those grown in Asia
or Africa, consumers are going to reach
for the lowest price.
Research on how to improve the 2007
Farm Bill began in 2005, and the bill

During 2004, commercial
farms accounted for 17
percent of the total farms
receiving payment, but
received 54 percent of the
amount of total government
payment. Meanwhile, rural
residences made up 50
percent of the farms
collecting payments, but
received only 17 percent of
the monies paid.

farmers—who receive few or none of the
benefits offered under the 2002 version
of the Farm Bill. While encouraging
fairness for farmers abroad, it is just as
reasonable that policies in the US remain
fair and reasonable, he argues.
Thousands of letters will be sent from
around the country over the next months,
leading up to the time when the final draft
of the bill is written. [See the sidebar on
this page for more information.]
At press time, the USDA plan was
the draft being used for preliminary
deliberation.
The new Farm Bill includes ten
titles—or sections—outlining the
programs and resources that will be
available. Below are a few of the bill’s
main points:

count of changes since 2002. Loopholes were removed that had allowed
some larger farmers to take advantage
of the subsidies. To comply with a
World Trade Organization rule, farmers are now flexible in the types of
crops that can be grown, allowing for
greater variety and the market stability that accompanies it.
• Conservation and trade programs are
intended to promote continued responsibility on the part of the agriculture
industry. Monies will be allocated to
increase conservation of natural resources as well as to assist new farmers. The trade program initiative calls
for enhanced international participation, by joining both foreign markets
and the regulatory bodies that set international standards.
• The nutrition initiative connected with
the bill is intended to strengthen the
food stamp program as well as promote nutrition education. Credit and
rural development programs are aimed

• First, commodity assistance is the flagship program of the bill. The new rules
indicate that the requirements for paycurrently in development does include
ment and the payment numbers themenhanced rural development initiatives.
selves have been adjusted to take acUSDA workers and analysts hosted more
than 50 town hall forums to investigate
the needs of the bill. Over 4,000 comments
Sowing Seeds: Growing a Movement
were used to compile the final documents,
An Interfaith Gathering to End Hunger
which would be the focus of the USDA in
June 9-12, American University, Washington, DC
2006 and 2007.
On June 9-12, thousands of people of faith will gather in Washington, DC,
The Christian lobby group Bread for
to
launch
a renewed movement to end hunger and poverty in the United States
the World (BFW) has embarked on a
and
around
the world.
campaign to raise awareness of the
Activists
with decades of experience will join with young people just
important impact of the Farm Bill—on
beginning
their
public life and political involvement. Rural leaders—newly
the rural US as well as societies abroad.
energized with a heart to help hungry people—will meet longtime urban anti“Bread for the World is calling on all
poverty workers. Parents will bring their children to show them that anyone has
Christians to take bold action, to work for
the chance—and the responsibility—to speak to their representatives in Congress.
justice in God’s world,” says David
Campaign leaders from developing countries will meet with development
Beckmann, BFW president. “Seeds of
practitioners, to share stories and successes in fighting poverty worldwide.
Change, our 2007 Offering of Letters,
People will reach out across the religious spectrum—evangelical and Catholic,
calls on our leaders to make the US farm
ecumenical Protestant and historic African-American denominations, Latino
bill do what it was intended to do—
Christians and others—to join hands with other people of faith at the Interfaith
address rural poverty in the United
Convocation.
States—and more.”
The Gathering 2007 is organized by Bread for the World, Bread for the
In sending hand-written letters to
World Institute, and the Alliance to End Hunger in partnership with denominations
members of Congress, Beckmann hopes
and religious organizations across the United States.
that churches and individuals can cause
—For more information, go to www.bread.org and click on “Sowing Seeds:
changes to be made in support of small
Growing a Movement.”
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“We need farm policy that recognizes the
tremendous potential of American
agriculture,” said Mike Johanns. “These
proposals do just that. We listened to the
people and now deliver our proposals for
America’s Farm Bill.”
Johann’s optimism is due in part to
the fact that the Farm Bill of 2007 is
intended to save taxpayers money while
still providing assistance to the farmers
who need it.
Still, analysts from BFW, Oxfam,
CWS, and other economic justice
organizations, worry that dependence on
such commodity assistance is
unhealthy—especially for communities
abroad. Since 2002, exports have risen
each year.
That means that foreign farmers have
missed the opportunity to serve their own
communities and, in so doing, potentially
improve the stability of local markets.
For 2007, exports are expected to reach
$77 billion.
In their commitment to eradicating
poverty worldwide, these organizations
have put their sights on the upcoming
debates as the final details of the Farm
Bill are committed to law.
“The letter to Congress on behalf of
hungry people is indeed a fit offering to
God,” concludes David Beckmann. His
2007 Offering of Letters campaign is one
way that people can contribute to the
creation of a comprehensive and
responsible bill, as the actions of people
in the US have direct—though often
unseen—consequences elsewhere. In this
way, the fates of farmers all over the
world are linked.
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Bread for the World is also hosting
a June 2007 conference in Washington,
DC, to serve as a follow-up to the Farm
Bill and promote poverty education
worldwide. To participate in the
gathering, visit www.bread.org/
gathering2007. [See the sidebar on this

page.]
—Joseph Woodard, a native of Dallas, is
a Professional Writing student at Baylor
University in Waco, Texas, and a Seeds
of Hope intern. Sources: Bread for the
World, US Department of Agriculture,
Oxfam America, Church World Service.

Bread for the World

at the disadvantaged, poor, or areas
that are in need of loan and infrastructure assistance.
• Finally, research, forestry, and energy
programs will continue to allow the
USDA the ability to research energy
options through federally-funded
channels.

For more information about Farm Bill issues,
check out these resources:
• The Presbyterian Hunger Program (PCUSA) has posted a candid, question
& answer resource (that would be excellent for discussing the Farm Bill
with young people) called “Better Farm Bill: If You Eat, You Can’t Afford
to Yawn.”
Go to pcusa.org/trade/farm bill.
• The Public Broadcasting System’s NOW series has produced a documentary about Farm Bill issues, called “A Growing Hunger.”
Go to www.pbs.org/now/shows/310/index.html
• Oxfam America is offering a Farm Bill Action Guide called “Reforming the
2007 Farm Bill: Living Up to International Commitments,” as well as
several other resources for “faith-based allies,” and profiles of farmers in
developing countries (particularly West African cotton-producing countries.)
Go to www.oxfamamerica.org/whatwedo/campaigns/agriculture.
• Church World Service has produced a 24-page in-depth resource called
“Sowing Justice for Family Farmers Everywhere.” It includes a discussion
on commodity subsidies, their misuse, and their impacts on hunger and
poverty at home and overseas.
Go to www.churchworldservice.org and click on Resources.
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resources
Amnesty International, Global Witness
Endorse Blood Diamond Movie
In early December, just before the release of the Warner Brothers film Blood
Diamond, Global Witness and Amnesty International USA (AIUSA) announced their
support of the movie.
Directed by Edward Zwick and starring Leonardo DiCaprio, Jennifer Connelly, and
Djimon Hounsou, Blood Diamond was nominated in February
for five Academy Awards.
The story is set against the backdrop of the chaos and civil
war that enveloped 1990s Sierra Leone and addresses, as the
title suggests, the issues of conflict diamonds and child soldiers.
AIUSA and Global Witness are urging thoughtful people
to see the movie, and to take family and friends to see it as well.
The two organizations have sponsored a web site that offers
several helpful resources. One is a Blood Diamond fact sheet.
Another is a Curriculum Guide that accompanies the movie.
Interested individuals and groups can also purchase red
Blood Diamond bracelets to help promote awareness of the
issues surrounding conflict diamonds. Also available on the site
is a survey of diamond retailers, conducted by Amnesty members, and a diamond buyer’s guide. All of these resources are available in pdf form.
—To check out the Global Witness/AIUSA site, go to www.blooddiamond.org. For more
general information about conflict diamonds, go to www.amnestyusa.org/diamonds.

Tony Hall: Changing the Face of Hunger
Book Tells Story of 25 Years Fighting Hunger
Changing the Face of Hunger: The Story of How Liberals, Conservatives,
Republicans, Democrats, and People of Faith are Joining Forces in a New Movement
to Help the Hungry, the Poor, and the Oppressed
by Ambassador Tony P. Hall

Raise Hunger
Awareness
through
Worship.
Subscribe to
Sacred Seasons,
a worship resource
from Seeds of Hope.
Sacred Seasons is a quarterly series of
creative worship tools to help raise
awareness of hunger and justice issues. A
year’s subscription includes Advent, Lent,
Ordinary Time, and a
fall hunger emphasis
resource. To order, call
254/755-7745; fax
254/753-1909; write to
Seeds Publishers at 602
James, Waco, TX
76706; or e-mail
seedshope@aol.com. US
subscriptions are $150.
Single packets are
US$65. (Non-US subscriptions are $135;
individual packets are $60.) For more
information, see www.seedspublishers.org.

Tony Hall was a Democratic Congressional Representative from Ohio between 1979 and
2002. While serving in Congress, he was the chair of the Select Committee on Hunger for
three years. He also founded the Congressional Hunger Center, a nonprofit group that
trains future public servants with an emphasis on hunger issues.
He was appointed in 2002 by President George W. Bush as US Ambassador to the
United Nations Agencies for Food and Agriculture and still serves in that position.
Three times nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, Ambassador Hall has been a leading
advocate for hunger relief programs and improving human rights conditions in the world.
He once went on a much-publicized 22-day fast to call for attention in Congress to hunger
issues.
Changing the Face of Hunger covers Hall’s 25 years of anti-hunger work. From rural
areas of Appalachia, to the highlands of Ethiopia, Tony Hall has witnessed the hardships
and extreme courage of the poor and those working to serve them. This book is an
inspirational account of how Americans who work together across religious groups and
political parties can make a difference.
The book, a hardcover, is available from Amazon.com for about $15.
—For more information, go to www.hungercenter.org
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“have occurred against the backdrop of a
politically, socially and economically
volatile situation, characterized by high
levels of poverty and inequality,
militarization of state functions and delegitimization of civil society initiatives.”
—from Associated Press, All Africa Press

Southern African Development
Community Speaks Out Against
Abuses in Zimbabwe
HARARE, ZIMBABWE—Southern Africa is
“finally” assuming leadership in trying to
resolve the burning Zimbabwean crisis on
their doorstep, but analysts say it has been
a long time coming.
Members of the Southern African
Development Community (SADC)—
which has pushed for an approach of “quiet
diplomacy” to the Zimbabwean crisis,
and has increasingly come under fire for
failing to wield any influence—met in
Lesotho to discuss more active
intervention.
A Zimbabwean opposition supporter
was killed in mid-March, and Morgan
Tsvangirai, who leads a faction of the
opposition Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC), was among the prodemocracy leaders arrested and beaten by
the police, allegedly for inciting violence.
Later in March, Zambia’s President
Levy Mwanawasa—Deputy Chair of the
SADC, broke ranks with the regional body
to admit that “quiet diplomacy has failed
to help solve the political chaos and
economic meltdown in Zimbabwe,” and
even likened the country to “a sinking
Titanic whose passengers are jumping out
in a bid to save their lives.”
SADC has been in existence since
1980, when it was formed as a loose
alliance of nine majority-ruled states in
Southern Africa, known as the Southern
African Development Coordination
Conference (SADCC).
It was created to coordinate
development projects to lessen those
countries’ economic dependence on thenapartheid South Africa. More recently,
the organization’s objectives have evolved
to include maintaining common political
values and promoting peace, security, and
development.
Brian Raftopoulos, a Zimbabwean
African Affairs specialist at the South
African-based Institute for Justice and
Reconciliation, said the SADC should
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have stamped the “human rights debate”
on Zimbabwe as “African” at least seven
years ago, when the 2000 general elections
were marred by violence, but were
endorsed by the SADC as “free and fair.”
In 2005, more than 700,000 people
were internally displaced by Operation
Murambatsvina (“Drive Out Trash”), a
three-month campaign to rid the country
of slums and illegal informal businesses.
Again, the SADC maintained its silence.
Instead of responding, Raftopoulos said,
the SADC “allowed itself to be conned by
the Zimbabwean regime into branding the
human rights debate as ‘Western.’
Lately, Zimbabwean pro-democracy
activists have become more vocal. Tension
has been mounting even more in
Zimbabwe since the beginning of 2007. In
November, the country’s economy fell to
an all-time low as inflation hit the 1,000percent mark.
In the weeks just before press time,
protests and running battles with the police
escalated. The economic crisis—
compounded by shortages of foreign
currency, food, fuel, electricity and
medicines—is becoming increasingly
harsh, while President Mugabe continues
to abuse civil and human rights among the
citizens. In February, political meetings
were banned in Harare, the country’s
capital.
Late in March, Pius Ncube, the
Archbishop of Zimbabwe’s second-largest
city, Bulawayo, called for mass street
protests to force Mugabe to “step down”
from power.
The
Zimbabwean
National
Association of Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) warned that the
current political tension could lead to civil
unrest, adding that recent violent incidents

Banana Company Accused of
Ties to Terrorist Group
Colombian Government May
Seek Extradition
BOGOTA, COLOMBIA—Colombian officials
may seek to extradite employees from
Chiquita Brands International after the
world’s largest banana producer admitted
to paying off United Self Defense Forces
of Colombia or AUC, a paramilitary
organization that the US government
considers to be a terrorist group.
Chiquita has agreed to pay a $25
million fine as punishment for the $1.7
million it channeled to the AUC over the
course of a decade. US prosecutors said
some payments were made after 2001,
when the US federal government
categorized the group as terrorist.
“What is important is for Colombian
justice to carry out its own investigations
in the case and if necessary seek
extradition,” said Colombian Attorney
General Mario Iguaran, who indicated
that eight Chiquita employees and two
executives from its former subsidiary
Banadex had been linked to the
investigation.
Chiquita officials said the AUC
threatened its employees and that
payments were made only to protect them.
The investigation highlights the longrunning conflict between the Colombian
government and illegal armed groups. The
AUC was originally created by wealthy
landowners to protect their property, but
today has strong ties to cocaine and heroine
traffickers.
In December 1996, paramilitary
groups arrived in Riosucio—the first
community in banana-rich region of Uraba
to gain legal title to its land as stipulated
by Colombia’s constitution. The
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paramilitaries killed many people, in an
effort to assert their dominance by forcing
the community off of the prime farming
land.
A lawsuit has also been filed against
Drummond, a US coal company,on behalf
of the families of victims. The suit accuses
Drummond of links to paramilitary
killings. The company denies the charges.
—From San Francisco Bay Independent
Media Center, NarcoSphere, and Reuters

Documentary Project Becomes
Agency for
War-Affected Children
Invisible Children, Inc. (IC) started
as a documentary project and has evolved
into a nonprofit organization dedicated to
changing culture, policy and lives in wartorn Uganda.
The country’s 20-year war, where
children are abducted and forced to fight
with the rebel army as child soldiers, is at
the center of IC’s mission. They are dedicated to ending this practice.
IC initiated two programs to support
its mission: the Invisible Children Bracelet Campaign, and the Invisible Children
Education Program.
The Invisible Children Bracelet Campaign is a micro-economic program intended to create jobs in an otherwise unemployable war area, allowing Ugandans
living in displacement camps to generate
a much-needed income. The Invisible
Children Bracelets are sold on its web site
(www.invisiblechildren.com/the Mission/
bracelet/), and the money is spent in the
Invisible Children Education Programs.
The Invisible Children Education Program provides full-ride scholarships and
full-time Ugandan mentors for war-affected children. A donation of $60 covers
the cost for 15 ICBC bracelets, which
yield around $300 when sold. This $300
sponsors one child for one trimester in
ICEP, which may include safety, nutritious food, uniforms, housing, school supplies, tuition and pay for their Ugandan
mentor.
—For more information,
go to
www.invisiblechildren.com.
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Canstruction Turns ‘Canned Art’
into Food for Hungry
NEW YORK, NY—Canstruction, Inc. has
come up with a unique and creative way
to help feed hungry people—by means of
a number of nationwide “canned art”
competitions.
Using only cans of food as their
medium, hundreds of competing teams,
lead by architects and engineers,
showcase their talents by designing and
building giant sculptures.
At the close of each exhibition of
canned-good sculptures, all of the food
used in the entries is donated to local food
banks. In addition, cans of food are
collected from the public as the price of
admission.
In 2005 the not-for-profit group
focused its attention on victims of
Hurricane Katrina.
As Cheri Melillo, President and
Executive Director of Canstruction said
at the time, “The local food banks, already
maxed out trying to provide for the 23
million Americans that regularly can’t
make ends meet, will be further stressed
to address this increased need. Our
donations will help feed that need.”
At present, Canstruction events are
held in 45 cities across North America.

Canstruction competitions create
approximately 400 structures that result
in raising more than one million pounds
of canned food each year. The exhibitions,
viewed by hundreds of thousands of
people, show impressive imagination and
construction skill.
The national awards ceremony for
2006 was held in Los Angeles. The Juror’s
favorite, “One Sardine Is Not Enough”
(from Napa, CA), featured 3,936 silver
sardine cans in a futuristic city skyline.
Also nominated for Juror’s favorite,
“Cantarctica” (from New York, NY),
employed 5,616 cans to construct a
penguin family.
“Time to End Hunger” (from Garden
State Plaza, NJ) boasted the most cans
with 19,103 cans of chicken. The
sculpture was an old-fashioned alarm
clock with a rapidly moving minute-hand,
“to create a sense of urgency in the effort
to end hunger.”
—To view the colorful and ingenious
structures, go to www.canstruction.org.
For information about hosting a
competition, contact Cheri Melillo at 212/
792-4666 or cmelillo@canstruction.org.

Right: “Time to End
Hunger,” a construction of
canned chicken from
Garden State Plaza, NJ,
was built with19,103
cans— the largest number
of cans in the Canstruction
competition.
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quotes, poems, & pithy sayings
A Blessing for Hungry People
by Lorraine DiDio
Lord, Most High Creator God of all that is good,
Lord of Abundance and Magnificent Bounty,
bless those who hunger today
with nourishment,
let even the smallest of crumbs
fill their bellies with satisfaction
and their souls, with knowing
that they are indeed blessed
with all the nourishment they need.
By your grace bless them
to feel completely satisfied and content.
As they are blessed with food,
allow their hunger pangs to become
the hunger for You, dear Lord
and may they always
know contentment
from this moment on.
Watch over them Lord,
and provide them always
with all they need.
May those who feed
the hungry
be abundantly blessed
with all that is good
and nourishing
for their bodies,
minds and spirits,
may each blessing they
bring to those
who hunger
be returned to them
one-hundred-fold
so that they, and
all whom they love,
are sustained always
—Lorraine DiDio, a novice in the
by the Grace
Order of Ecumenical Franciscans,
and Light
lives and works as an advocate for
of your Goodness
the poor in Babylon, New York.
today and always.
Art is courtesy of the Franciscanos
Amen.
de Cruzblanca.
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