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Wangari Maathai: Heightening Consciousness,

Liberating Minds
by Elizabeth Walker

arlyinherlife, her husbandwasawarded

a divorce on the grounds that she was
“too educated, too strong, too successful,
too stubborn and too hard to control.” Now,
at age sixty, Wangari Maathai, the first
woman in eastern and central Africato re-
ceiveadoctoratedegree,
hasvariousministersre-
ferring to her as“mad
woman,” a“threat to
the order and secu-
rity of the country,”
and an “ignorant and
ill-tempered, unprec-
edented monstros-

ity.”

Wangari
Maathari isnot
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easily offended. “ They think they can embarrass and
silence me with threats and name-calling. But | have
an elephant’s skin,” she says. “And somebody must
raise the voice. | might as well have been doing
nothing if | did not raise my voice.”

Through her founding and development of the
Green Belt Movement (GBM) in Kenya, which orga
nizes villagersto raise and plant trees, she has raised
her rich, passionatevoice on environmental conserva
tion. In a broad effort to avert desertification and
increaserural development, thousandsof local natives
(primarily women), employed by the GBM and funded
by international institutions, have planted tens of
millions of treesin Kenya.

But Maathai’ s successful environmental crusade
in her poverty-stricken nationisasmuch about human
rightsasit is about saving the Earth. The GBM gives
hopetotheordinary localswho compriseitsmembers,
those who have no power to change history and shape
destiny. It also challenges those with that power,
demanding that they turn lip-service and rhetoric to
deliberate actions that work with—rather than for—
the poor. It challenges them to do that by developing
zero tolerance for corruption, working for peace and
security, protecting the environment, and respecting
basic human rights.

“Awarenessislikeaconscience,” Maathai main-
tains. So she continues to raise her voice, raising
awarenessbeyond issuesthat impact thenatura world
but those that affect the total human condition.
—Flizabeth Walker, a native of Boston, Massachu-
setts, is a professional writing major at Baylor Uni-
versity and a Seeds of Hope intern. Information for
this story came from www.enn.com, The Humane
SQustainable Culture Quarterly, and the Green Belt

Movement.
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We Have a Common Future

A Satement from the EXPO 2000 Global Dialogue

by Professor Wangari Maathai

aionals of the rich countries per-

ceive themselves as being overbur-
denedwithtaxes, whichmust besent tothe
poor indistant foreignlands. Afteral, they
believe, such poverty hasno effect ontheir
comfortable lifestyles! They believe that
they do not experience the impact of that
poverty.

Indeed, they also believe that if only
the poor worked as hard as they (therich
do) and as honestly, if only their govern-
mentswerenot so corrupt, preyingontheir
citizens, if only the poor were not so
cowed—so unwilling to take their leaders
to task, so fearful—they would also be as
prosperous.

They convince themselves that pov-
erty isvery distant, it can be avoided, for
example, by avoiding where the poor live
or turning off the television or radio when
those ugly picturesand voices are beamed
into their rooms by the electronic media.
They do not haveto read about it in news-
paperseither. They can afford toignoreit.
It does not concern them.

WEell, such thinking is prevalent be-
cause many intheprosperoussocietiesare

only shown the victims on TV and news
media. They are given the impression the
poor have only themselves and their corrupt
governments to blame. After al, the rich
work hard for their affluence and should
continue enjoying their over-consumptive
lifestyles without concern for the
sustainability of such lifestyles.

It is not explained that the only reason
they canlead such lifestylesisbecause other
human beings are denied the freedom to
pursue an existence with dignity, because
other human beings are forced to live in
poverty. Itisnot explained how the poor are
oppressed, denied their basic rights, aredis-
criminated against, excluded and de-
humanised so that their resources can be
siphoned to support consumptive lifestyles
in the rich countries...

Whoisrich, whoispoor, whoissustain-
ing whom? Some people would call that
international trade. Otherswould call it ex-
ploitation.

Aslong as there are “us’ and “them,”
the human species will continue to be its
worst enemy. So what will it take to change
this? Well, to me, it will take a realisation

that, until al of us are truly safe on this
planet, none of usistruly safe.

It is impossible to run away from
poverty and itsimpactinour lives. Thisis

“Itisimpossibleto run
away from poverty and its
impact in our lives. This
IS because poverty has
long ugly tentacles which

reach out no matter how
much we hide our faces,
no matter how often we
look the other way.”
—Wangari Maathai

because poverty has long ugly tentacles
which reach out no matter how much we
hide our faces, no matter how often welook
the other way. In this age of electronic me-
dia, there are no distant places. We are both

interdependent and neighbours. Our fu-

ture is intertwined. We have a common

art by Lenora Mathis

“Che question of bread

for myself is a
material question,
but the question of

bread for my neighbor

isa spiritual question.

—Nikolai Berdyaev

future; we live in a little village called
Panet Earth.

—Note: At EXPO 2000, the first World's
Fair in Hannover, Germany, that featured
acentral conferenceprogram, expertsand
decision-makers from around the globe
attended plenary workshop sessions. The
first such dialogue, entitled “ Natural Re-
sources: TheSustainableChallenge,” was
held in June 2000 and united govern-
ments, nongovernmental organizations,
academic and research institutes, and in-
dustry representatives.

The groups met first to strategize suc-
cessful, worldwide implementation of in-
tegrated ecosystems management and re-
newable energy programs, and secondly
to devel op new methods of accountability.
For more information about this meeting,
see the International Herald Tribune and
the Stockholm Environmental Institute.
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Report Callsfor Emergency Aid to Armenia

Yerevan, ArMeENIA—ATter suffering through
one of the hottest and driest summers in de-
cades, Armeniaisinthemidst of ableak winter.
Food productionin that country is projected to
plummet becauseof thesummer drought, which
also affected many other countries throughout

some areas the current prices of these
fruitsare solow that farmersarenot even
picking them.

In addition, livestock producerswill
face tremendous hardships because the
drought has caused a sharp declinein the
availability of animal

Those most vulnerable to food shortages are the

nearly 300,000 subsistence farmersin the moun-

tainous rain-fed areas of northern Armenia. The
report called for “atimely and targeted interven-
tion” to prevent widespread starvation and misery.

feed. Theshortageisex-
pected to lead to wide-
spread undernutritionin
livestock, and there are
fearsof high numbersin
livestock mortality.

the Caucuses, Central and South Asia and the

Middle East.

A joint FAO/WFP mission during the fall
of 2000 found that Armenia overall food sup-
ply situation for 2001 |ooksgrim. Those most
vulnerable to food shortages are the nearly
300,000 subsistencefarmersin themountain-
ous rain-fed areas of northern Armenia. The
mission’s report called for “atimely and tar-
geted intervention” to prevent widespread
starvation and misery.

During this year's crucial harvesting
months, rainfall was as much as 70 percent
below normal in Armenia s most important
agricultural areas. The country’s staple crop
of potatoes is expected to down 40 percent
from last year. Combined wheat and barley
production for 2001 is forecast at 27 percent
less than the previous year.

The FAO/WFP reported that Armenia
would need 502,000 tonnesof imported wheat
and barley by the end of spring of 2001.
Commercial imports are expected to account
for 358,000 tonnes, and 70,000 tonnes of food
aid has been pledged. This leaves an uncov-
ered cereal deficit of 75,000 tonnes. The re-
port statesthat ashortfall of thismagnitude, if
not addressed by the international commu-
nity, could severely affect vulnerable groups.

Fruit cultivation, becauseit reliesonirri-
gation, was largely spared from this year's
drought and production rose by nearly 50
percent. However, many small-scale fruit
growers cannot sell their surplus produce be-
cause of poor state roads, the high costs of
transport, and the general lack of an effective
marketing infrastructure. Seasonal surpluses
of perishable produce, such as apples, apri-
cots and peaches, mean low prices for local
fruit growers. The mission learned through
individual farmersand villageofficialsthatin

The report notes that
the sale and slaughtering of livestock has
already increased, depressing prices and
reducingincomesfor producers. Agricul-
ture employs 42 percent of the Armenian

population and contributes about one-third
to the GDP. Arable land is limited; many
farmers cultivate on steep slopes that are
now highly eroded. Asiit is, living condi-
tions are already precarious. Now access to
food, particularly for rural farmers, has be-
come exceedingly difficult. Much of their
produce has been lost to drought, and they
have little to sell or barter.

To boost farm production and prevent
more food shortages next year, the report
recommends giving emergency support to
theagricultural sector for winter wheat seeds
for planting, adequate amounts of animal
feed, and major upgrading of the country's
crumbling irrigation system.

—fromthe World Food Programme and the
Food and Agriculture Organization
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What to do about
Panhandlers:

Howto Respond with

| ntegrity and Compassion
by Katie Cook

art by Van Darden

Il across the country one runs into people—usually homeless

people—standing at highway intersections holding signs that
say “Will work for Food” or some such message—or standing on
busy streets, asking for money.

Many of usbelieve, after looking at the twenty-fifth chapter of
the gospel of Matthew, that something should be done to help such
people. But wedon’t know what, exactly, that we should do. Isthere
a“right” thingto do?If so, what isit, andisthe“right” thing always
the same?

I know—from years of experience in emergency assistance to
thepoor—that sometimesthose peoplearein earnest, and sometimes
they arenot. In onetown, | know many of the street people by name.
| know that fourteen or so of them are running awell-organized and
successful scam; they sometimesbringinsixty dollarsor moreinone
day, and they spend it on alcohol and other substances.

But | alsoknow several street people—inthat sametown—who
honestly want to work and earn their meals. | have worked directly
with them to help them find day labor or odd jobs. In that town, |
know who is“legit” and who is not.

But what if you don’t know them? And what about the onesyou
know are “conning” you, but you also know they’ re hungry?

Do you go ahead and help them, with the conviction that
deciding whether someone is “worthy” or not is a pietistic, self-
serving attitude? The agency where | worked embraced apolicy that
said, “We should never turn away someoneif thereisANY chance
they really need assistance. If we areto err, wewill doit ontheside
of being too generous.”

Thatisagood policy—and, | think, amoral andbiblical one. But
what about substance abuse?If | givemoney to an alcoholic or crack
addict, don’t | become an enabler of that chemical dependency? In
that case, it would seem that | shouldn’t give someone money unless
| am well-enough acquainted with that person to know for sure that
there is no substance abuse.

But how can you tell the difference, when you don’t have time
towork several yearsin afeeding program and get to know thelocal
poverty population personally? Is there something else you can
give? Something you can do that you know won't be destructive?

Severa years ago, when the Seeds of Hope staff were in New
Y ork City, wetalked with friends about this question. One of them,
Mark, had an agreement with the owners of alocal coffee shop in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, where helived. Hispracticewasto
instruct street peopleto gotothiscoffee shopfor ameal andtell them
Mark sent them.

Ancther of the friends, Doug, suggested that we give our
“doggie bag” to one of the beggarsin the Village. (We did, and he
was profuse in his thanks: “Oh, wow! Chinese food! And it’s still
warm. Thisiswonderful!™)

| mentioned that | usually suggested to peoplein Central Texas
that, if they really want tohel p, they can goaroundto afast food place
and get a hamburger or go home and make a sandwich—and then
bring it back to the person.

| told them about awoman | know in Fort Worth who prepares
several reclosable bags filled with soap, toothpaste, and other
toiletries—and keeps them in her car to give to homeless people
asking for money. Her feeling isthat, if the person isan addict, the
toiletrieswon’t do any harm. “ And, after al,” shesays, “I’m not out
very much.”

My friendsand | discussed al thesethingsaswewalked around
thecity, literally stepping around peopl e sl eeping inthe subwaysand
huddled on street corners. Wehad beguntofeel powerless; therewas
no way to respond to al the people we saw. We finally, however,
came up with what | think isagood idea. Hereitis:

How about giving gift certificatesto a coffee shop or fast food
restaurant? Many of those establishments regularly produce book-
letsof certificates. They would beeasy to obtain, and you could carry
them in a pocket.

If you really want to help the hungry without being exploited,
and without becoming a chemical codependent, try thisidea. If the
person refusesit and only wantsmoney, that givesyou a pretty good
idea as to his or her motives. If he or she is realy hungry, the
certificates will be welcome. If he or she asks for money instead,
simply say you have no money (which for me is usually the bald
truth), just the certificates.

Sinceweran astory with thisideain Seeds Magazinein 1992,
| have heard from anumber peoplewho havetried some variation of
these ideas. One seminary student never left her apartment without
taking a piece of fruit to give to the first street person she saw.

Another student keeps a supply of granolabarsin her car. One
man goes by a hamburger place before he gets to the intersection
where the panhandlers stand.

Another woman socksaway all thebread that comesto her table
in restaurants, and then goes off to find someone to give it to. A
church group on mission in Chicago drove around with “to-go”
boxes of food, looking for people who looked hungry. A pastor in
Waco, Texas stops and volunteers to drive the person to the emer-
gency assistance agency.

There stheidea. It sworthatry. Maybethese peopleare”onthe
make,” and maybethey’ re not. But they’ re hungry. And theseideas
are better than taking another street (yes, | admit; I’ve done it) in
order to avoid the eyes of a hungry person.

—Katie Cook is the editor for Seeds of Hope Publishers.
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ReSOU I'Ces compiled by Katie Yaun

More With L ess Cookbook
Celebrates 25th Anniversary

The More With Less Cookbook was first published in 1979 by
DorisJanzen L ongacre when shereturned to the United Statesfrom
a Mennonite mission trip to Vietnam and Indonesia. Making the
transition back into an American lifestyle, she was shocked at the
number of overweight Americansandtheir habit of “beingtakenin”
by the advertising, alluring packaging, convenience and variety of
marketed foods rather than their nutritional value. To solve this
problem, L ongacre devel oped dozensof recipesinspired by cultures
throughout the world, which she designed to teach her readers how
to build asimpler diet while till receiving all the nutrition aperson
needs.

Last September Herald Press released a 25th anniversary edi-
tion of the cookbook, which isloved as much for its philosophical
offerings as for the recipes.

Inarecentinterview in The Mennonite, L ongacre’ stwo daugh-
ters revealed that after all these years they still make “alot of the
same recipes that Mom made,” like gado-gado, an Indonesian
vegetable dish and pflinzen, thin Russian pancakes.

The 25th anniversary edition contains Longacre's original
text—including suggestions on how to eat and live responsibly in
light of world food needs—but also adds current comments by
cooks, readers, and hunger organizations who have al reaped the
benefits of her inspiring book. The book is $20.99 inthe U.S. from
Herald Press, 616 Wal nut Avenue, Scottdale, PA 15683. In Canada
thepriceis$31.29 from490 Dutton Drive, Waterloo, ON N2L 6H7.

Resourcesfor Kids

The fight against hunger and
homel essness needs all the support
our world can muster, and children
are no exception! Four current re-
sources, now available, areall designed
specifically for children who want to
make a difference in the world.

First, The Giving Market offers
children ahands-on opportunity to learn
about hunger and respond to local and
global needs; to havefun with songs, recipesand activitiesfoundin
the “Global Deli” country packets while learning about a specific
country’ shunger problem; and to set thestagefor their very owndeli
and market with a Step-by-Step Resource Guide and Accessory
Packet with banners, deli hat, sticker sheets, and more. Toorder call
Augsburg Fortress at 1-800-328-4648 or fax 1-612-330-3455 and
ask for Resource Guide code #67-3613 ISBN: 6-0001-0917-2 or
Accessory Packet code #67-3611 | SBN: 6-0001-0913-X.

Second, Under Construction: A Habitat for Humanity Vaca-
tion Bible School isaresourcethat uses a construction metaphor to
help childrenlearn about community. Toteach children thevalue of
service, Under Construction aso introduces them to Habitat for
Humanity International. By combining solid biblical teaching with
practical Christian service, the children and the adults who are
leading them engageinaChristian|earning experiencelikenoother.

art courtesy of
Ministry of Money

L enten Resources
from Seeds of Hope

$50 per packet or $120 for all four. To order, call 254/755-
7745; fax 254/753-1909; write 602 James, Waco, TX 76706;
e-mail seedshope@aol.com; web: www.seedspublishers.com

Seeds Wor ship Resour ces: Four 20-page packets each year
filled with prayers, litanies, sermons, activities, art, and more

Contact Smyth & HelwysPublishersat 1400 Coleman Ave, Macon
GA 31207; 800/747-3016; Fax 912/752-2264

Third, Finding Solutions to Hunger: Kids Can Make A
Difference is an innovative teacher guide developed by World
Hunger Year board member and teacher Stephanie Kempf. The
guide contains 25 lessons that provide valuable background and
creative suggestionsto help students answer the difficult questions
surrounding hunger and poverty. Thebook al so showsstudentshow
to transform negative feelings about world hunger into positive
actions in their community, country, and world with fund-raising
ideas, organizationsto contact, and alisting of avail able videosand
books for use with lessons. To order, mail or fax a purchase order
(along with a check made out to WHY/KIDSto KIDS), PO Box 54,
Kittery Point, ME 03905. Credit card orders can be placed by
phoning 207/439-9588.

Fourth, The Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger project is a
worldwide educational initiative about hunger issues for school-
children of all ages, and provides classroom materials for teachers
tointroducethetopicsof world hunger, food security, and nutrition.
The project’s aim, a collaborative effort of ten major anti-hunger
organizations, isto facilitate student discussionsand understanding
of hunger in theworld, aswell asto stimulate their participationin
activities to create a world free from hunger. Three lessons have
been tailored to each of three school levels, al of which cover the
following questions: “What ishunger and malnutrition and who are
the hungry?’ “Why are people hungry and malnourished?’ and
“What can we do to help end hunger” For more information, visit
www.fao.org/fmfh or contact the USNational Committeefor World
Food Day at 202/653-2402/ www.wor ldfooddayusa.org.
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news briefs

A Sigh of Relief:
U.S. Congress Passes Jubilee

2000’ s Debt Relief Bill
WasHingToN, DC—The victory in the U.S.
Congress on October 25 surprised even the
supporters of debt relief. Not only did Con-
gresspassaforeign-operationsspending bill
that relieves the world's poorest nations
from pressing debt, but they also passed the
bill in full.

Both houses of Congress agreed with
overwhelming bipartisan support to write
off loansto 30 of the world’ s poorest coun-
tries, fulfilling apledge by the United States
to help aleviatethe crippling effects of debt
on economic devel opment.

Theforeign aid package consistsof two
parts. Thefirst partincludes $435 millionin
appropriations to be funneled through the
World Bank to regiona African and Latin
American banks.

The second part of the policy includes
legidativelanguageauthorizing thelnterna-
tional Monetary Fund to use the full pro-
ceeds from the sale of $8 millioninitsgold
reserve to finance a new debt relief trust
fund.

Because Congress approved the entire
$435 million, the U.S. is spared the embar-
rassment of being the only major industrial
nation unwilling to pay toward the $90 bil-
lion international debt relief initiative. The
global movement began in Europe several
years ago, with several countries making
funds available to forgive debts.

compiled by Elizabeth Walker

Thedebt relief bill cleared theHouseon
a307-101 vote. The Senate followed with a
65-27 vote. Former U.S. President Bill
Clinton pledged immediately tosignit. “It's
not often we have achance to do something
that economiststell usisafinancial impera-
tive and religious leaders say is a mora
imperative,” Clinton stated.

Legislators were prompted in part by
reports of children in poor countries dying
because their governments were spending
moreininterest paymentsthanon healthand
education. President Clintonhad spearheaded
an international effort to bail out debt-laden
countries, but wasunableat first to persuade
Congress to agree.

Last year, however, the Jubilee 2000
movement—an eclectic coalition that spans
the spectrum from Pope John Paul 1l to
Christian Coalition leader Pat Robertson to
the rock singer Bono of the group U2—put
pressure on those legislators who were re-
luctant.

Grassroots|obbyistsfrom Jubilee 2000
and groups like Bread for the World con-
vinced Congressional conservativesthat debt
relief isnot just compassionate; it isfiscally
intelligent.

The United States' dedication to this
operation will be tested again this year. At
the G-8 Summit, another few hundred mil-
lion dollars will be expected from the U.S.
But the worst is over—this year's $435
million contribution is the largest install-
ment in athree-year package.

Newly inaugurated U.S. President Bush
hasexpressed at | east amild endorsement of
theconcept of debt relief. Hopefully, impov-
erished nations can anticipate a continued
dialoguein 2001 for debt cancellation.
—fromtheWashington Post, TheNew Y ork
Times, Jubilee 2000 USA, Bread for the
World

Georgian Drought Results
in Grain Crisis

T’BiLis, GEoralaA—Thefailureof springrains
has caused a sharp decline in agricultural
production, instigating a severe food crisis.
In addition to vegetables, specifically pota-
toes, astaple crop, the drought has dramati-
cally reduced the production of cereals.

the World Food
Programme, pro- I

According to /
jectionsfor theto- \ "\ f)

i
tal, national cereal 4‘}. / 'u/
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million tons. Cur- \l\‘ . 4’/
rently, with only ) *‘;\.}'
326,000 tons, the AN
harvestisdown 60 Q@’Sw
\ ‘\' ‘\0
percent. \v&w
The decline \ \\)7& "
infood production l\‘. \'f//w‘ )
is reflected in §\\ \ \
higher market 2\
prices. Tomatoand A\\, \‘
onion prices in- \\
creased 100 per-

cent; the price of cheeseincreased nearly 55
percent compared tothe sametimelast year.

Moreover, because in Georgiafarmers
cultivate very small parcels of land, they
havelittlecapital andlittleaccesstocreditin
order to meet the drastic inflation. Without
ownership of seeds, equipment, fertilizers,
or pesticides, individuals lack the collateral
to feed their families.

Simultaneoudly, the nation’ sirrigation
and drainage systemshavefalenintodisre-
pair. Compounded by civil war, which has
|eft 260,000 peopleinternally displaced, the
country lacksthe manual resourcesto make
reparations. Coping with water shortages
has only exacerbated the situation.

Currently, the nation has only 4,000
tons of wheat seed. Farmers will require
30,000 tons for the next growing season.
TheWorld Food Programmerecently i ssued
astatement saying that commercial imports
and food aid pledges areimperative to avert
afamine.

—from the World Food Programme

New Potato Blight Evokes

Memoriesof Irish Famine
ToLuca, Mexico—Potatoes in Mexico and
around the globe are shriveling up asif they
had been burned, according to areport from
the World Food Programme. A more resis-
tant form of potato late blight, the fungus
which caused the Irish famine, killing one
million peopleand forcing amassmigration

Huncer News & Hore 6

WinTER 2001



news briefs

into the United States during the mid-
1800s, is rampant, surviving even in
warehouses.

Believed to have reemerged in
Toluca, Mexico, the fungus destroys
whole crops within days of exposure.
Facilitated by trade with far-flung mar-
kets, the fungus appeared in the United
Statesin 1992 and is currently devastat-
ing fields in Mexico, Europe, Russia,
Asia, and Africa

One or two applications of the fun-
gicide metalaxyl each growing season
once protected potato crops. However,
even up to twelve treatments during a
season seemingly cannot haltthisnewer,
more resistant strand. Farmers now are
desperately spraying moreand morefun-
gicidetocurbtheproblem, consequently
making potato farming less profitable
and more detrimental to the environ-
ment.

Two programs—onein Mexico, the
other at Cornell University in Ithaca,
New Y ork—are working to develop re-
sistant potatoes. Under the partnership,
scientists from Russia, Poland, and the
United Statesbreed new potato varieties
and send them to Mexico to betested. A
still more resistant variety may be up to
ten years away.

Inthemeantime, “ aseverelateblight
problem could harm millions of people
andpossibly destabilize[a] region,” states
W. Ronnie Coffman, chairman of the
Cornell University-based program. One
of the world's most basic food staples,
sometimes called “the second bread,” is
being systematically eliminated, and
stomachs worldwide are feeling the re-
percussions.
—from the World
Food
Programme,
Associated
Press,
Cornell
Uni-
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U.S. Surveys Discover Some Good News,
Some Bad

‘National Survey of America’s Families Finds Hopeful Trends
Washington, DE&—Compared to statistics from 1997, more'single parentsin the U.S.
are employed, more families can afford food, more adults receive health insurance
coveragefromtheir employers, and more children areliving both with two parentsand
above the poverty line. These findings—from the recently-released 1999 National
Survey of America's Families (NASF), sponsored by the Urban Institute’ s Assessing
theNew Federalism project and by Child Trends—examinetrendsin family well-being
since the 1996 enactment of the nation’ s far-reaching experiment in welfare reform.

The most significant national improvementsin child well-being occurred among
low-inecome 12-to-17-year-olds:More are “highly engaged” in/school (30 percent in
199710 34 percentin 1999) whilelessexhibited highlevel s of emotional and behavioral
problems (15 percent in 1997 and 10 percent in 1999).

Unfortunately, during the same time, the well-being of higher-income families
declined in several respects. Fewer high-income parents read or tell stories to their
childrenwhile more report frequently feeling frustrated and stressed by the experience
of caring for their child, especially in two-parent households. And their children are
showing the consequences: those between ages6 and 17 arenow lesslikely tobehighly
engaged in school.

To gather thisinformation, Westat, Inc., asurvey research firm, conducted 42,000
interviews between February and October 1999. Families with incomes below 200
percent of the federal poverty line (or $26,240 for afamily of two adultsand one child)
in thirteen states provided statistic samples: Alabama, California, Colorado, Florida,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Jersey, New York, Texas,
Washington,-and Wisconsin.

—from The Urban Institute

Mayors Survey Shows Emergency Programs Il-Equipped
to Handle Needs of the Poor
WasHingTon, DC—A ccording to asurvey presented at theyear-end meeting of theU.S.
Conference of Mayors, entitled “A Status Report on Hunger & Homelessness in
American Cities,” emergency food assistance and shelter facilities areill-equipped to
respond to present demand.

Thesurvey showedthat anaverageof 13 percent of thedemandfor emergency food
assistancein samplecitiesgoesunfulfilled. Perhapsmoretragically, 46 percent of cities
report that emergency food assistance facilities may have to turn away those in need
because of lack of resources.

An average of 23 percent of shelter requests by homeless individuals and 27
percent of shelter requests by homeless families are estimated as unaccommodated. In
68 percent of cities, emergency shelters may haveto turn away the homelessdueto an
inadequate number of facilities.

Themayorsalsolearned of aninitiative being devel oped by the FocusOn America
National Community Needs Database, which provides a one-stop resource for the
communication of needs in service programs throughout the U.S. For easy, on-line
access to information which will facilitate community service, look up the following
web site: www.humanitarian.net/usdatabase.

—from the Humanitarian Resource I nstitute
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Seeds of Hope Publishersalso produce quar-
terly packets of worship materiasfor theliturgi-

A good person knows the rights of the
poor, but wicked people can not
understand such things.
—Proverbs 29:7

In the vacant places

We will build with new bricks
There are hands and machines
And clay for new brick

And lime for new mortar
Where the bricks are fallen
We will build with new stone
Where the beams are rotten
We will build with new timbers
Where the word is unspoken
We will build with new speech
There iswork together

A churchforal ...

—T. S Eliot

When our communities of faith don’t
have places where we can question each
other about how much stuff we have and
where we place our allegiance, they just
support the status quo.

—John Pitney, Walk Lightly on the
Earth

Unused fields could yield plenty of food
for the poor, but unjust men keep them
from being farmed.

—Proverbs 11:1

If you head into unfamiliar woods, you
had better find companions first; if you
want to buck traffic, organize a convoy.
To nonconform freely, we must
strengthen each other.

—Doris Janzen Longacre, Living More
With Less

In hell the people have chopsticks but
they are three feet long so they cannot
reach their mouths. In Heaven the
chopsticks are the same length, but in
heaven the people feed one another.
—Vietnamese Sory
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art by Peter Yuichi Clark

Don't take advantage of the poor just
because you can; don't take advantage
of those who stand helplessin court.
The Lord will argue their case for them
and threaten the life of anyone who
threatens theirs.

—Proverbs 22:22-23

The republic is adream. Nothing
happens unless first a dream.
—Carl Sandburg

The Lord says, “I hate your religious
festivals; | cannot stand them! When
you bring me burnt offerings and grain
offerings, | will not accept them; | will
not accept the animals you have fattened
to bring me as offerings. Stop your
noisy songs; | do not want to listen to
your harp. Instead, let justice flow like a
stream, and righteousness like ariver
that never goesdry.

—Amos 5:21-24

cal year—with an economic justice attitude.
These include litanies, sermons, children's and
youth activities, bulletin art, and drama.

Seeds of Hope, Inc., holds the 501(c)3 non-
profit tax status. All contributions above the sub-
scription rate are fully tax-deductible.

Scripture quotations, unless otherwise
noted, are from the New Revised Standard Ver-
sion, Copyright © 1989 by the Division of Chris-
tian Education of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by per-
mission.



