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A Word about This Packet
S

acred Seasons is a periodical Seeds worship
resource, from which the materials in this primer
are pulled. Each year, subscribers to Sacred Seasons
receive packets for Advent and Christmastide, Lent
and Eastertide, and a Hunger Emphasis resource
for the fall.
Although the materials contained in this primer
would be appropriate for any church, Developing a
Heart for the Hungry is designed especially for churches
WKDWDUHSODQQLQJWKHLUÀUVW+XQJHU(PSKDVLV:H
have pulled together creative and inspiring (to us)
resources from about 15 years’
worth of Hunger Emphasis
packets, along with current
information.
We hope you can use these
ideas to raise awareness of
issues surrounding economic
justice and food security
in your congregation. In
producing Sacred Seasons, we
always try to choose a variety
of age groups, worship areas,
events and angles, so that our
churches have a potpourri of
ideas from which to choose.
We also try to maintain a
balance between the apostolic
and the contemplative—on
the one hand, the dynamic
challenge to stay true to God’s
mandate to feed the poor
and struggle for justice, and
on the other hand, our own
compelling need for nurture
and healing while we work
toward those dreams.
The update of the Hunger
Emphasis primer was made
possible by a grant from the
Gemmer Family Christian
Foundation. The contents
are gifts of creativity for you
from ministers, writers and
artists who live all over the
world. We hope you and your
congregation will be inspired

and challenged to truly develop a “heart for the
hungry.”
The main body of the packet includes 32 pages,
along with a 40-day Hunger Emphasis calendar and
a placemat that includes a communion service.
If you find these resources helpful, you
should consider subscribing to Sacred Seasons. The
LQIRUPDWLRQ\RXQHHGLVQWKHÀUVWFROXPQRQSDJH
If you have questions, please contact us at 254/7557745 or seedseditor1@gmail.com.
—From the Seeds staff and Council of Stewards

art courtesy of the Open Door Community in Atlanta, GA
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Responding to Hunger
in God's World
Seven Steps for Churches

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Study the Bible.7KHHVVHQWLDOÀUVWVWHSIRUDQ\FRQJUHJDWLRQLQUHVSRQGLQJWRKXQJHULVVXHVLVWR
establish, within the worship and study life of the congregation, the connections between hunger
and biblical imperatives. This means exploring together how the Bible and other teachings of our
faith relate to the world we live in today. Get out your concordances. Look up the verses together.
Use the words “poor,” “hungry, “widow” and “orphan.”
Find out what your denomination is doing. Most major denominations have channels for donations
as well as excellent materials for hunger education.
Study your own community. What are the needs in your city or county? What are local churches and
JURXSVDOUHDG\GRLQJ"/RRNDWWKHZRUNRIORFDODJHQFLHV:KHUHFDQ\RXUFRQJUHJDWLRQ·VHQHUJ\
best add to the work already being done? )RUUHVRXUFHVRQWKLVJRWRWKH)RRG5HVHDUFKDQG$FWLRQ
&HQWHUVLWH ZZZIUDFRUJ RUWKH)HHGLQJ$PHULFDVLWH IHHGLQJDPHULFDRUJ 
Involve the whole congregation. Devise a plan to work hunger concerns into the structural life of
WKHFKXUFK:KDWLVWKHUROHIRUWKHRIÀFLDOERDUGRUERG\RIHOGHUV":KDWDERXWZRPHQ·VRUJDQL]Dtions, youth groups, church school leaders, education committees or missions committees? How
FDQFRQFHUQIRUWKHKXQJU\ÀQGDQDSSURSULDWHSODFHLQZRUVKLS":HDOOQHHGWRPRYHIURPVHHLQJ
the hunger issue as “belonging” to only a small group within our churches to seeing it as involving
everything we do.
Enlist disciples. All of the above steps should lead toward locating those people who will respond
ZLWKIDLWKDQGHQWKXVLDVPWRKXQJHUZRUN$YRLGWKLQNLQJRIWKHVDPHSHRSOH\HDUDIWHU\HDU'RQ·W
be afraid to issue a call. It is good news that God calls each of us to the exciting work of building
a better, more just world.
Form a planning group. Having done this groundwork, gather your group together to dream and
SODQJRDOVDQGVWUDWHJLHV7KLVJURXSFDQLQFOXGHDVIHZDVWKUHHSHRSOHRUDVPDQ\DVDGR]HQ
Continue to involve other committees and groups as your work touches their areas of emphasis,
but keep the planning group together as a steering committee.
Act!)LQDOO\\RX·UHUHDG\WREHJLQWKHGLUHFWZRUNRQWKHSURMHFW'RQ·WZDLWXQWLO\RX·UHVXUH\RX
have the “perfect” action. Probably no such thing exists. We learn by doing, and then we study,
SUD\UHÁHFWDQGÀJXUHRXWZKDWWRGRQH[W'RQ·WZRUU\DERXWWKHVFRSHRI\RXUÀUVWDFWLRQV-XVW
begin.
7KHRULJLQDOFRQFHSWIRUWKHOLVWDERYHFDPHIURPFRPPHQWVPDGHE\5HY-LP/DZVRQDPLQLVWHU
LQ'HFDWXU*$$UWLVE\5HEHFFD6:DUG
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A Prayer for Hungry People
by Steve Hammond

O

God, we pray now for hungry people—
not the spiritually hungry people
not the emotionally hungry people
not the psychologically hungry people
(though they surely need our prayers)—
we pray now simply for the
hungry hungry people.
We know in the Realm that Jesus showed us
no one goes hungry,
no one lacks daily bread.
,Q<RXU5HDOP
those with food remember the hungry,
those with food share their food with hungry people,
those with food work on behalf of hungry people,
those with food weep for hungry people,
even if it makes them feel guilty.
God, we are grateful you never forget
about hungry people—
that you long for hungry people to be fed.
God, we are grateful you never forget
DERXWWKRVHZKRDUHQ·WKXQJU\³
that you long for them to share with hungry people.
God, the hungry and unhungry stand as one
before you;
loved with the same love,
both in need of you and each other.
God of Hungry People,
so many of your people are hungry.
Rescue your hungry children,
ÀOOWKHLUVWRPDFKVZLWKIRRG
and their hearts with gladness,
so that they, too, might experience the luxury
of dealing only with
their spiritual hunger,
their emotional hunger,
their psychological hunger.

art by René Boldt

Send your Spirit to the hungry people,
and to the unhungry people,
until all feast with Jesus in the new age.
In the name of Jesus
and the hungry hungry
we pray. AMEN.
³6WHYH+DPPRQGKDVFRSDVWRUHGZLWKKLVZLIH0DU\ZKDWLVQRZWKH3HDFH&RPPXQLW\&KXUFKRI2EHUOLQ2+IRUPRUH
WKDQ\HDUV+HGLUHFWV2KLR&DPSXV0LQLVWULHVDQGLVDFWLYHZLWKWKH)DPLOLHV$JDLQVW9LROHQFH$GYRFDF\1HWZRUN
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God’s Simple Solution
A Litany about Hunger

E\'DYLG7HDJXH $OOLVRQ%HVW7HDJXH

DUWE\3HWHU<XLFKL&ODUN

ONE:

Some people say the world does not produce enough food to feed everyone. Others say that
we grow enough grain and vegetables to supply each man, woman, and child with 3,000
calories a day, were it not for poverty and lack of access. Who do you believe?

0$1<

$VWKHGLVFLSOHVZRUULHGDERXWKRZWRIHHGWKHPXOWLWXGHDVPDOOER\RYHUKHDUGWKHP,Q
KLVKDQGVKHFDUULHGDOXQFKEDVNHWFRQWDLQLQJÀYHEDUOH\ORDYHVDQGWZRÀVKHV

ONE:

Some people believe that natural disasters, wars, and other upheavals will always cut off
masses of people from food and the resources to purchase and grow food, making hunger
inevitable. What can anyone really do in light of such events?

0$1<

7KHER\ZHQWXSWRRQHRIWKHGLVFLSOHVDQGVKRZHGWKHPKLVOXQFKEDVNHW7KHGLVFLSOH
took him to Jesus. Jesus took the simple meal, raised it to heaven, and broke it into pieces.

ONE:

Overpopulation is the real reason for hunger, some say. How can we hope to feed everyone
LISHRSOHZRQ·WVWRSKDYLQJEDELHV"

0$1<

-HVXVDVNHGWKHGLVFLSOHVWRGLYLGHWKHPXOWLWXGHLQWRJURXSVRIÀIW\DQGRQHKXQGUHG+H
ÀOOHGDEDVNHWIRUHDFKGLVFLSOHWRSDVVDPRQJWKHKXQJU\SHRSOH

ONE:

But, you say, individuals cannot affect the world hunger situation. It takes governments and
the rich and powerful to bring change.

0$1<

:KHQHYHU\RQHDVVHPEOHGKDGHDWHQWKHLUÀOO-HVXVDVNHGWKDWWKHUHPDLQLQJIRRGEH
collected so that none would go to waste. Twelve baskets of fragments were gathered.

ALL:

All over the world, millions of people suffer every day from hunger and malnutrition.
)RUJLYHXV*RGZKHQRXU]HDOWRH[SODLQWKHH[LVWHQFHRIKXQJHUNHHSVXVIURPVHHLQJWKH
truth in the simple solution you gave to us. Help us to follow a little child into the practice
of sharing our abundance each moment of every day.

³'DYLG7HDJXHLVDMRXUQDOLVWDQG$OOLVRQ%HVW7HDJXHLVDPLQLVWHU7KH\OLYHLQ:D\QHVYLOOH1&
7KH\KDYHDVRQQDPHG'DYLGDQGDGRJQDPHG)LJ
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Litany of Caring
by Daniel G. Bagby

art by Sharon Rollins

21(:HKDYHJDWKHUHGEHFDXVHZHKDYHOHDUQHGWKDWZHDUHIDPLO\DQGWKDWRXUEURWKHU·VKXQJHUDQGVLVWHU·VVKHOWHULVRXUQHHG
0$1< 6FDWWHUHGDQGLVRODWHGZHKDYHOHDUQHGWRWKLQNRIRXUVHOYHVDVGLIIHUHQWSRRUDQG
rich, black and white, old and young, smart and simple;
ONE: But gathered as we are, we learn to celebrate our sameness: human spirits longing to belong, hungry for the bread of dignity, thirsting for the cup of opportunity, seeking the
clothing of self-respect and freedom;
PEOPLE Teach us, O Giver of Life, the generosity of an open heart, a willing spirit, a dedicated
mind, a helping hand;
ONE: Give us, O Teacher of Life, an ear sensitive to the cry of neglect, an eye attentive to the
gesture of despair, a touch receptive to the grasp of an empty hand;
0$1<7KDQN\RXIRUWKHSULYLOHJHRIVHUYLQJWKHEOHVVLQJRIVKDULQJWKHMR\RIKHOSLQJWKDQN
you for making us capable of caring, fortunate enough to have a surplus, eager enough
to want to pass it on;
ONE: Set aside our suspicions of one another, our tendency to stereotype, our willingness to use
excuses as our way of hiding from responsibility and care;
0$1<5HPLQGXVWKDWRXUXQHTXDOUHVRXUFHVDUHDQRSSRUWXQLW\IRUVKDULQJWKHMR\RIJLYLQJ
helping and serving;
ONE: Call us to leave this place, aware that you make holy moments for us, when we see the face
RIORYHLQRWKHUVWKDWZHWRXFKWKHVDFUHGZKHQZHGR<RXUSXUSRVHDQGWKDWZHKHDU
the voice of hope that binds us all as one;
0$1<&DXVHXVDOVRWROHDYHWKLVSODFHFRPPLWWHGWRWKHGDLO\FDUHDQGQHHGVRIRQHDQRWKHU
DQ[LRXVWRGRJRRGGDLO\HDJHUWRPDNHJLYLQJDVPXFKDSDUWRIRXUGDLO\OLIHDV<RX
do, in whose sacred name and way we pray; Amen.
'DQ%DJE\ERUQWRPLVVLRQDU\SDUHQWVLQ3RUWR$OOHJUH%UD]LOKDVEHHQDSDVWRUHGXFDWRUDQGFRXQVHORU+HLVD
UHWLUHGGHDQDQGFKDLURIWKHSDVWRUDOFDUHGHSDUWPHQWDWDWKHRORJLFDOVHPLQDU\LQ5LFKPRQG9LUJLQLD
Developing  a  Heart  for  the  Hungry
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Children's Sermons

Friends Who Need Us
EDVHGRQ0DWWKHZ
E\-RKQ6WHZDUW%DOOHQJHU

B

efore the service, engage the help of three people in
the congregation. (Try to vary the gender, age and
HWKQLFLW\DVPXFKDVSRVVLEOH :KHQWKHFKLOGUHQ·VWLPH
begins, give the children a few adhesive bandages, some
animal crackers, and a container of water. (Let them eat
some of the animal crackers, if necessary. Then give
them more.)
Tell them that you think these things might be useful
before too long. Then take them for a walk around the
VDQFWXDU\ /HDG WKH FKLOGUHQ WR WKH ÀUVW SHUVRQ \RX·YH
previously enlisted, who is sitting somewhere in the midst
of the congregation.
 ,QWURGXFHWKHFKLOGUHQWRWKLVSHUVRQ<RXPLJKWVD\
something like, “This is Charles. Charles, how are you
WRGD\"µ&KDUOHV·VDQVZHUVKRXOGEHVRPHWKLQJOLNH´,·P
QRWGRLQJWRRZHOO,FXWP\ÀQJHU6HH"µ

Then ask the group if anyone has anything that
could help Charles. The children with the bandages will,
hopefully, respond to their cue and give him a bandage.
After he thanks them, continue your walk.
The second person should tell the children he or she
is hungry, and you would prompt the children who carry
the animal crackers. The third person will tell the children
he or she is thirsty, and the children should give him or
her water to drink.
When you have returned to the place normally
UHVHUYHGIRUFKLOGUHQ·VVHUPRQVH[SODLQWKDWWKLVLVH[DFWO\
what Jesus asked us to do—to help people like our friends
in the congregation, any time we can.
³-RKQ%DOOHQJHUIRUPHUO\DGUDPDWHDFKHUDQGSRHWLV
DSDVWRULQ%DOWLPRUH0'+HLVDQDWLRQDOO\UHFRJQL]HG
OHDGHULQWKHÀHOGRIFUHDWLYHZRUVKLS

Enough to Go Around
E\-'DYLG:DXJK

A

Take as much as you want. There seems to be plenty.
*LYHWKHÀUVWFKLOGDKDQGIXODQGWKHQRIIHUWKHRSHQHG
EDJWRWKHQH[WFKLOG8VXDOO\WKDWFKLOGZLOOWU\WRWDNHDV
PXFKDVWKHÀUVWRQHUHFHLYHG&RQWLQXHWRRIIHUDQGLI
you need to, hand out the candy to the individual children
LQYDULRXVODUJHTXDQWLWLHVXQWLOWKHUHDUHRQO\RQHRUWZR
his morning I have a treat for you. Here, I brought a SLHFHVOHIW³DQGVHYHUDOPRUHFKLOGUHQ<RXPD\KDYHWR
bag of candy for you. 2SHQWKHEDJDQGRIIHULWWR IDFLOLWDWHWKLVWRLQVXUHWKDWDWOHDVWWZRRUPRUHFKLOGUHQ
UHFHLYHQRQHRIWKHRIIHUHGFDQG\
WKHÀUVWFKLOG
XWKRU·VQRWH)RUWKLVFKLOGUHQ·VVHUPRQ\RXZLOOQHHG
DVPDOOEDJRILQGLYLGXDOO\ZUDSSHGVPDOOFDQGLHV
such as “Kisses” or caramels, and a number of small
´EDQNVµRUUHFHSWDFOHVIRUFRLQV<RXFRXOGKDYHRQHRQH
WKHVHUHFHSWDFOHVIRUHDFKFKLOGWRWDNHKRPHRURQHIRU
each Sunday school classroom.

T

FRQWLQXHG
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Whoops! I must have made a mistake. I was sure that
I had enough candy here for everyone to have plenty to
snack on during the rest of the church service. What went
wrong? ,QYDULDEO\WKHFKLOGUHQZLOOSRLQWRXWWKDWRQH
child has a handful, and others have more than one piece
ZKLOHVRPHZHUHOHIWRXW
What should I do about that?” (Provide time for the
FKLOGUHQWRPDNHVXJJHVWLRQV
 ,FDQ·WPDNHWKHRWKHUVVKDUHZLWK\RX$IWHUDOO,
did give it to them! They might think that it is not their
fault that some of you only got a little bit and others none.
Maybe the ones without should have pushed their way to
the front of the line. Or perhaps if they had gotten up here
ZLWKPHZKHQ,ÀUVWDQQRXQFHGWKDWLWZDVWLPHIRUWKH
FKLOGUHQ·VVHUPRQLQVWHDGRIWDNLQJVRPXFKWLPHJHWWLQJ
here then they would not have been left out.
What if John or Louisa QDPH WZR RI WKH FKLOGUHQ
ZKRKDYHWKHPRVW think that they deserve all they have
because of something that they have done? They may
even think that I must like them best because they have
VRPXFK7KH\PLJKWHYHQWKLQNWKDWVLQFH,GLGQ·WJLYH
much candy to some of you or any to others, then it is
EHFDXVH,GRQ·WOLNHVRPHRI\RXRUWKDW,DPSXQLVKLQJ
\RXIRUVRPHWKLQJ\RXGLG'R\RXWKLQNWKDW·VWKHZD\
I feel? *LYHWKHPFKDQFHWRUHVSRQG
 <RXDUHULJKW7KDW·VQRWWKHZD\,IHHO<RXNQRZ
something, there is still enough candy here for everyone
WRKDYHVHYHUDOSLHFHVHDFKLI\RXZRXOGDOOVKDUH/HW·V
try that. (QFRXUDJHWKHFKLOGUHQWRVKDUH0RVWRIWKH
WLPHWKH\ZLOOZRUNKDUGWRPDNHVXUHQRRQHLVOHIWRXW
and that there is a fairly even distribution. If there is any
H[WUDDVNWKDWWKH\JLYHWKDWEDFNWR\RXIRU\RXWRJLYH
VRPHRQHHOVHODWHUZKRGLGQ·WFRPHWRWKHIURQWIRUWKH
FKLOGUHQ·VVHUPRQ
Did you know that there are hundreds of thousands
of persons in our world who have little or nothing to eat?
7KRVH RI \RX ZKR DW ÀUVW GLGQ·W JHW DQ\ FDQG\ ZRXOG
KDYHEHHQVDGWKDW\RXGLGQ·WJHWDQ\EXW\RXZRXOGQRW
have gone to bed hungry today. But there are thousands
of persons who will go to bed hungry.
The really sad part is that, just as there was enough
candy for all of you to have some, there is enough food
in the world for everyone to have what they need to live.
Like with our candy, some have more than they really
need, while lots and lots of people have nothing at all.
Throughout the Bible we can read about how God
has asked those who love and want to honor God to do
whatever they can do to help those persons who are poor,
who do not have enough food, or who are helpless for
other reasons. One way that our church does that is by
providing bags of groceries for families in our part of the
city—about 1,000 persons per month are helped this way.
Developing  a  Heart  for  the  Hungry

<RXZLOOQHHGWRDGDSWWKLVWR\RXURZQVLWXDWLRQ
We would like for you to take these banks and keep
your coins in them throughout the year. We will take out
the money from time to time and send it to different mission agencies to provide food for these who do not have
enough to eat.
It is kind of like the way we shared our candy a
moment ago. The fact that we have plenty to eat is not
because we are better people than those who have little or
nothing. We may have more than others for any number
of reasons. However, one of the reasons may be so that
we can know the joy of sharing what we have with others.
Can you name some other ways that you can share food
with others? $OORZWLPHIRUUHVSRQVHV
Jesus knew the joy of giving to others and taught
those who wanted to be his followers to learn that joy. He
said, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will
be measured to you.” (Luke 6:38 NIV)
³$W WKLV ZULWLQJ - 'DYLG :DXJK ZDV D SDVWRU LQ WKH
+HOO·V .LWFKHQ QHLJKERUKRRG LQ 0LGWRZQ 0DQKDWWDQ
1HZ<RUN&LW\

art by Erin Kennedy Mayer
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Hunger Activities for Youth
by Katie Cook

Jesus in the News

$Q$FWLYLW\IRU2OGHUDQG<RXQJHU<RXWK
0DWWKHZ

B

efore the session, secure a quantity of
newspapers, some glue sticks, colorful
markers and butcher paper or poster board.
Distribute them as your students arrive. Read
Matthew 25:31-40. Ask the youth to take turns
reading.
Challenge the youth to look in the newspapers for stories about people whom Jesus
might have meant when he said, “If you do
it for them, you have done it for me.” If they
hesitate, prompt them in a subtle way. They
PD\ÀQGVWRULHVDERXWKRPHOHVVSHRSOHHOderly people, people living with HIV, people
art by Sally Lynn Askins
on Death Row, refugees—the possibilities are
endless.
 2QFHWKH\EHJLQÀQGLQJDSSURSULDWHVWRULHV
ask them to cut out the stories (if they are fairly short),
$Q$FWLYLW\IRU<RXQJHU<RXWK
SKRWRJUDSKV DQG KHDGOLQHV$IWHU WKH\ KDYH ÀQLVKHG
/XNH
FRQWLQXHG

Who is My Neighbor?

B

HIRUH WKH VHVVLRQ ÀQG D ODUJH PDS RI WKH
world. (Make sure it is current and shows the
continents in their true proportions.) Attach it to the
wall of your meeting room. Also procure push pins
or thumb tacks of various bright colors, colored
construction paper, and scissors.
Ask the students to cut very small paper dolls
out of the construction paper. Then, together with
the youth, make a list of places in the world where
KXQJHU KDV EHHQ SXEOLFL]HG $VN WKH VWXGHQWV
“What countries have we read about or heard about,
where people are experiencing famine or chronic
malnutrition?”
Ask the students to pin paper dolls onto the
map in countries where they know there is hunger.
In almost every case, there will be hunger in your
community. If the students do not think of this, you
VKRXOGEULQJLWXSDQGSLQDGROOWKHUH <RXFDQDOVR
XVHGRXEOHVLGHGWDSHLI\RXGRQ·WZDQWWRXVHSLQV
Then ask, “How are these people related to
us?” This activity goes well with the story of the
compassionate Samaritan and the lesson that these
are our neighbors, whom we are instructed to love.

Developing  a  Heart  for  the  Hungry
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it may also give them a more interesting dimension.)
When the teams are ready to begin, relate this story:
+DUU\ LV KRPHOHVV +H GRHVQ·W UHPHPEHU KRZ
ORQJKH·VOLYHGRQWKHVWUHHW+H·VDERXW\HDUV
ROGEXWKHORRNVOLNHKHLV+HLVDOFRKROLF
KHVD\VWKDW·VZKDWUHDOO\FDXVHGKLPWREHZKHUH
KHLV+HVOHHSVLQDFDUGERDUGER[RQDKHDWLQJ
JUDWH +H VLWV RQ WKH VLGHZDON LQ 0DQKDWWDQ
HYHU\GD\DQGDVNVIRUFKDQJHVRWKDWKHFDQJHW
food—and sometimes alcohol. He smells pretty
EDGDQGVRPHWLPHVKHGRHVQ·WPDNHPXFKVHQVH

art by Sally Lynn Askins

LQVWUXFWWKHPWRJOXHWKHLUÀQGLQJVRQWKHSRVWHUERDUG
or butcher paper, making a collage.
Ask someone with good handwriting to write the
following (or ask the students to cut the letters out of
construction paper—encourage them to be creative) at
the bottom of the collage: “Just as you did it for these,
you did it for me.”
Display the collage for a while in your meeting room,
as a reminder of the passage.

Compassion Panel
$Q$FWLYLW\IRU2OGHU<RXWK
0DWWKHZ

B

efore the session, collect objects that represent the
six ministries described in Matthew 25:31-40. (For
instance, you might bring a can of food or loaf of bread
for “I was hungry and you fed me,” a glass or cup for “I
ZDVWKLUVW\µDÁRZHUIRU´,ZDVVLFNµDQGVRRQ $OVR
ÀQGVL[EX]]HUVRUEHOOV
Divide the students into six groups. Give each group
one of the objects, and tell them that they are in charge
of “feeding the hungry,” “visiting the sick,” and so on,
according to the object they hold. Ask the teams to sit
WRJHWKHU ZLWK WKHLU ´V\PEROVµ DQG D EX]]HU RU EHOO LQ
front of each team. (The area should look a little like a
game show with six panels.)
Explain that you are going to tell several stories, and
WKH\DUHWRKLWWKHLUEX]]HUVRUEHOOVDVVRRQDVWKH\WKLQN
WKHLU WHDP·V PLQLVWU\ ÀWV WKH QHHG RI WKH SHUVRQ LQ WKH
story. (This may make the stories a little disjointed, but

Developing  a  Heart  for  the  Hungry

7KH´IHHGLQJµWHDPZLOO KRSHIXOO\ KLWWKHLUEX]]HU
The “welcoming the stranger” group and the “visiting
the sick” group may also respond. Ask all of the teams
to discuss the best things to do for Harry. Encourage
interaction between teams. For instance, the “visiting
the sick” group may say he has to have treatment for
substance abuse before anyone else can help him very
much. Others may disagree.
Repeat the above treatment for the following stories:
0DUWKD LV VHUYLQJ WLPH LQ WKH FRXQW\ MDLO 6KH
KDVEHHQVHOOLQJFUDFNLQKHUQHLJKERUKRRG+HU
WZRFKLOGUHQ³7HUHVDDJHHLJKWDQG-RKQQ\DJH
VL[³DUHZLWKWKHLUJUDQGPRWKHU0DUWKDKDVQ·W
KHDUG IURP WKH FKLOGUHQ·V IDWKHU VLQFH -RKQQ\
ZDVERUQ6KHFRXOGQ·WÀQGDMREDQGVKHJRW
KRRNHGRQFUDFNWKHYHU\ÀUVWWLPHVKHXVHGLW
ZKHQDIULHQGJDYHKHUVRPH6KHEHJDQVHOOLQJLW
to support her habit, and to also help her mother
VXSSRUWWKHFKLOGUHQ1RZVKHKDVJRQHWKURXJK
UHKDELOLWDWLRQ6KH·VFOHDQDQGVKHZDQWVWRJR
home and start over.
Felicia is from Honduras. She came to the United
6WDWHV WR JHW DZD\ IURP WKH YLROHQFH LQ KHU
FRXQWU\DQGVKHLVKHUHLOOHJDOO\6KHOLYHVLQD
UXQGRZQDSDUWPHQWKRXVHLQ+RXVWRQDQGOLYHV
LQIHDUWKDWWKHLPPLJUDWLRQDXWKRULWLHVZLOOÀQG
KHUDQGVHQGKHUEDFNWR+RQGXUDV6KHLVFHUWDLQ
WKDWLIVKHJRHVEDFNVKHZLOOEHNLOOHG6KHFDQ·W
ZRUNEHFDXVHVKHGRHVQ·WKDYHDJUHHQFDUG
-DFNLV+,9SRVLWLYH+HOLYHVLQ/RV$QJHOHVDQG
KHLVWRRZHDNQRZWRKROGDMRE+HLVDIUDLGWKDW
KHZLOOORVHKLVDSDUWPHQWDQGKHGRHVQ·WKDYH
HQRXJKVWUHQJWKWRFRRN

By this time, all teams should have had a chance to
respond. Remind the students that Jesus said each of these
people in the stories represents him. Ask them if thinking
in this way makes them want to respond any differently.
³.DWLH &RRN LV HGLWRU IRU 6HHGV RI +RSH 3XEOLVKHUV
7KHVHDFWLYLWLHVDUHDGDSWHGIURP+XQJHULQ0\:RUOG
DXQLWRI6XQGD\6FKRROOHVVRQVZULWWHQIRU9ROXPHRI
WKH6P\WK +HOZ\V\RXWKFXUULFXOXPVHULHVIntersection.
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Hunger, Poverty &
& the Gospel:
A Bible Study
by H. Joseph Haag

The Gospels

O

n a memorable Sabbath just about two thousand
years ago, a young man stood up in a Palestinian
synagogue and read from the scroll of Isaiah. The record
for this event says that, following the reading, “the eyes
of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on
him” (Luke 4:20).
The young man, of course, was Jesus. This familiar
VWRU\RI-HVXVDWWKH1D]DUHQHV\QDJRJXHVHUYLFHLVXQGHUVWRRGDV-HVXV·´KRPHWRZQVHUPRQµ:KDWLVLQWULJXLQJ
about the message is not so much that it angered the listeners, but that it involved a surprising choice of scripture:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because [God]
KDVDQRLQWHGPHWREULQJJRRGQHZVWRWKHSRRU
[God] has sent me to proclaim release to the
FDSWLYHVDQGUHFRYHU\RIVLJKWWRWKHEOLQGWROHW
WKHRSSUHVVHGJRIUHHWRSURFODLPWKH\HDURIWKH
/RUG·VIDYRU /XNH 
It is absolutely remarkable that when handed the scroll
of Isaiah, Jesus chose this passage. He could have read
the auspicious oracle of Isaiah 9:6, which describes the
messianic king:
)RU D FKLOG KDV EHHQ ERUQ IRU XV D VRQ JLYHQ
WR XV DXWKRULW\ UHVWV XSRQ KLV VKRXOGHUV DQG
KHLVQDPHG:RQGHUIXO&RXQVHORU0LJKW\*RG
(YHUODVWLQJ)DWKHU3ULQFHRI3HDFH
He could have read the opening lines of chapter 11:
A shoot shall come out from
the stump of Jesse, and a
EUDQFKVKDOOJURZRXWRIKLV
roots. The spirit of the Lord
rests on him, the spirit of
ZLVGRPDQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJ
the spirit of counsel and
PLJKWWKHVSLULWRINQRZOHGJH
and the fear of the Lord
,VDLDK 
He could have read from one
of the servant songs in chapters
42, 49, 50, or 52-53:
+HZDVGHVSLVHGDQGUHMHFWHG
E\RWKHUVDPDQRIVXIIHULQJ

Developing  a  Heart  for  the  Hungry

DQGDFTXDLQWHGZLWKLQÀUPLW\DQGDVRQHIURP
ZKRP RWKHUV KLG WKHLU IDFHV KH ZDV GHVSLVHG
DQG ZH KHOG KLP QR DFFRXQW 6XUHO\ KH KDV
ERUQHRXULQÀUPLWLHVDQGFDUULHGRXUGLVHDVHV
\HWZHDFFRXQWHGKLPVWULFNHQVWUXFNGRZQE\
*RGDQGDIÁLFWHG%XWKHZDVZRXQGHGIRURXU
WUDQVJUHVVLRQVFUXVKHGIRURXULQLTXLWLHVXSRQ
KLPZDVWKHSXQLVKPHQWWKDWPDGHXVZKROHDQG
E\KLVEUXLVHVZHDUHKHDOHG ,VDLDK 
Any of these passages would have been appropriate.
After all, we believe that Jesus ZDV the messianic child,
the shoot from the stump of Jesse. He ZDV the servant to
be wounded for our transgressions, by whose bruises we
would be healed.
He chose instead Isaiah 61:1-2 (possibly along with
58:6) and concluded his reading with the momentous
MXGJPHQW´7RGD\WKLVVFULSWXUHKDVEHHQIXOÀOOHGLQ\RXU
hearing” (Luke 4:21).
Over many other, apparently more promising verses
from Isaiah, Jesus described, to the familiar people at the
1D]DUHQHV\QDJRJXHWKH.LQJGRPRI*RGDWZRUNLQKLV
ministry as preaching good news to the poor, proclaiming
release to the captives, and restoring sight to the blind.
 :HVKRXOGWDNHQRWHRI-HVXV·FKRLFH,WVKRXOGVKDNH
us. This we should hear: Jesus thought the bringing of
good news to the poor, those multitudes of desperately
poor Palestinian peasants who outnumbered the Pharisees,
FRQWLQXHG

DUWE\3HWHU<XLFKL&ODUN
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Sadducees, Zealots and Essenes combined, was central to
KLVPLQLVWU\DQGWKHLPPHGLDWHLQEUHDNLQJRI*RG·VNLQJdom. He thought that his embrace of the social outcasts of
his day (the poor, the captives, the blind, the oppressed)
was the messianic announcement for which, in this crucial
moment, other announcements and prophecies must wait.
 ,IWKHKHDUHUVRI-HVXV·GD\RUDQ\RWKHUGD\PLVVWKLV
clear choice of Jesus, they miss him altogether. As each of
the Gospels makes clear, the ministry of Jesus was bound
inextricably to his love for the peasant multitudes about
whom Mark once remarked, “he had compassion for them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd” (Mark
6:34).

We should take note of
Jesus’ choice of Isaiah 61 to
read in the synagogue that
day. It should shake us.

\RXZLOOEHEOHVVHGEHFDXVHWKH\FDQQRWUHSD\
\RX<RXZLOOEHUHSDLGDWWKHUHVXUUHFWLRQRIWKH
MXVW /XNH 
Closely related to this special compassion of Jesus
are his numerous warnings concerning the use of wealth.
Looking again at Luke, we see in 16:10-31 a succession of
these warnings. First, there is a series of teachings about
stewardship which ends with the well-known injunction,
“No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either
hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one
DQGGHVSLVHWKHRWKHU<RXFDQQRWVHUYH*RGDQGZHDOWKµ
(16:13).
The verses that follow give a revealing commentary
about the Pharisees:
7KH3KDULVHHVZKRZHUHORYHUVRIPRQH\KHDUG
all this, and they ridiculed him. So he said to
WKHP´<RXDUHWKRVHZKRMXVWLI\\RXUVHOYHVLQWKH
VLJKWRIRWKHUVEXW*RGNQRZV\RXUKHDUWVIRU
ZKDWLVSUL]HGE\KXPDQEHLQJVLVDQDERPLQDWLRQ
LQWKHVLJKWRI*RGµ /XNH 

Following, in verses 19-21, is the compelling acFRXQW RI WKH ULFK PDQ DQG /D]DUXV:KLOH WKH VWRU\ LV
richly textured and can stand alone, it seems for Luke to
We see and hear this particular love everywhere. Look- LOOXVWUDWHWKHSUHFHGLQJYHUVHV,WLVGLIÀFXOWWRHVFDSHWKH
LQJDW/XNH·VDFFRXQWDORQHZHVHHQXPHURXVKHDOLQJV FRQFOXVLRQWKDWWKHULFKPDQ·VGHPLVHLQ+DGHVLVGLUHFWO\
of the lame, the lepers, the diseased, the blind, and the UHODWHGWRKLVIRUPHUOLIHRIOX[XU\LQIXOOYLHZRI/D]DUXV·
demon-possessed. We hear the beatitudes, “Blessed are languishing at his gate.
 :KHQWKHULFKPDQEHJVIRUPHUF\KHKHDUV
you who are poor…you who are hungry now…you who
WKLVWHOOLQJUHIXVDO%XW$EUDKDPVDLG´&KLOG
weep now” (6:20-21).
UHPHPEHUWKDWGXULQJ\RXUOLIHWLPH\RXUHFHLYHG
We see the raising of the dead boy at Nain, the only
\RXUJRRGWKLQJVDQG/D]DUXVLQOLNHPDQQHUHYLO
son of his widowed mother (7:11-17). In 7:20-23 (below),
WKLQJVEXWQRZKHLVFRPIRUWHGKHUHDQG\RXDUH
ZH UHDG -HVXV· DQVZHU WR -RKQ WKH %DSWLVW·V TXHVWLRQ
LQDJRQ\µ /XNH 
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
This connection between Kingdom life and the
another?”
stewardship of wealth is carried further in the story of
$QGKHDQVZHUHGWKHP´*RDQGWHOO-RKQZKDW
=DFFKDHXV  /XNH·VIDPRXVDFFRXQWFRQFOXGHV
\RXKDYHVHHQDQGKHDUGWKHEOLQGUHFHLYHWKHLU
with the moving statements from Zacchaeus in which he
VLJKWWKHODPHZDONOHSHUVDUHFOHDQVHGDQGWKH
vows to restore fourfold what he had taken illegally and
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have
to give half of his wealth to the poor.
JRRGQHZVSUHDFKHGWRWKHP
A number of other passages could be cited, which
 $VZHPRYHRQLQ/XNH·V*RVSHOZHVHH-HVXVPXOWLSO\LQJEUHDGORDYHVDQGÀVKDPRQJDFURZGRIKXQJU\ together with those already mentioned, clearly establishes
listeners (9:10-17). We hear the parable of the Samaritan WZRSRLQWV)LUVW-HVXV·SURFODPDWLRQRIWKH.LQJGRPDQG
who had compassion (10:29-37) and the parable of the his understanding of messiahship were closely bound to
spurned host who invites “the poor and maimed and blind his love for the peasant multitudes who thronged to hear
and lame” to his banquet (14:15-24). :HKHDU-HVXV·DGYLFH his words of power, forgiveness, and healing. Second,
Jesus held up stewardship of wealth toward the poor as
to the Pharisee who had invited him to table:
an important mark of discipleship.
+HVDLGWRWKHPDQZKRKDGLQYLWHGKLP´:KHQ
 -HVXV· SDUDEOH RI WKH ODVW MXGJPHQW LQ 0DWWKHZ 
\RXJLYHDGLQQHURUEDQTXHWGRQRWLQYLWH\RXU
nails both points: “And the king will answer them, ‘Truly
IULHQGVRU\RXUEURWKHUVRU\RXUNLQVPHQRUULFK
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who
QHLJKERUVOHVWWKH\DOVRLQYLWH\RXLQUHWXUQDQG
DUHPHPEHUVRIP\IDPLO\\RXGLGLWWRPH·µ 0DWWKHZ
\RXEHUHSDLG%XWZKHQ\RXJLYHDIHDVWLQYLWH
25:40).
the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, and
Developing  a  Heart  for  the  Hungry
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fact, that this special concern lies at the heart of divine
justice:
HVXV·FRQYLFWLRQVDERXWWKHSRRUDUHYLWDOO\FRQQHFWHG
)RUWKH/RUG\RXU*RGLV*RGRIJRGVDQG/RUG
WR,VUDHO·VSDVW,QWKHFORVLQJVFHQHRIWKHVWRU\RIWKH
RIORUGVWKHJUHDW*RGPLJKW\DQGDZHVRPH
ULFK PDQ DQG /D]DUXV PHQWLRQHG DERYH WKH ULFK PDQ
ZKR LV QRW SDUWLDO DQG WDNHV QR EULEH ZKR
SOHDGVIRUSHUPLVVLRQWRZDUQKLVÀYHEURWKHUVRIFRPH[HFXWHVMXVWLFHIRUWKHRUSKDQDQGWKHZLGRZ
DQGZKRORYHVWKHVWUDQJHUVSURYLGLQJWKHPIRRG
ing judgment.
DQGFORWKLQJ<RXVKDOODOVRORYHWKHVWUDQJHU
In the story Abraham replies, “...If they do not listen
IRU \RX ZHUH VWUDQJHUV LQ WKH ODQG RI (J\SW
to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced
'HXWHURQRP\ 
even if someone rises from the dead” (Luke 16:31).
It is not surprising that the prophets demanded that
Jesus knew well that the Law and the Prophets were
EULPPLQJZLWKH[SUHVVLRQVRI*RG·VFRQFHUQIRUWKHSRRU this particular justice of God be done in society. Indeed,
one of their common complaints against both Israel and
Judah was that the people had neglected and oppressed
the poor in their midst (Isaiah 5:8; Amos 8:4; Micah
2:2). This complaint rivals religious apostasy in terms of
frequency of mention. Amos thundered that the Israelites
“trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth”
(2:7), and Isaiah commended justice toward the poor over
empty ritual.
<RXUQHZPRRQVDQG\RXUDSSRLQWHGIHVWLYDOV
 P\VRXOKDWHV
they have become a burden to me,
 ,DPZHDU\RIEHDULQJWKHP
…
:DVK\RXUVHOYHVPDNH\RXUVHOYHVFOHDQ
 UHPRYHWKHHYLORI\RXUGRLQJVIURPEHIRUH
  P\H\HV
The Law (Torah), for example, details regulations of the
cease to do evil,
sabbatical (or seventh) year in which the land was to lie
 OHDUQWRGRJRRG
fallow, in part at least, “so that the poor of your people may
 VHHNMXVWLFH
eat: (Exodus 23:20-22; cf. Leviticus 25:2-7), presumably,
rescue the oppressed,
the unharvested and voluntary crops.
defend the orphan,
 7KH-XELOHH\HDU HYHU\ÀIWLHWK\HDU SURYLGHGDOVRWKDW
 SOHDGIRUWKHZLGRZ ,VDLDK 
slaves be set free and debts be forgiven. This provision
The same theme appears repeatedly in the Psalter:
granted a new start to Hebrews who had sold themselves
*RGKDVWDNHQ>*RG·V@SODFHLQWKHGLYLQH
into slavery or fallen into debt (Leviticus 25:8-17). Dur FRXQFLO
ing this year all land would return to its original owners
 LQWKHPLGVWRIWKHJRGV>*RG@KROGV
without compensation.
  MXGJPHQW
It apparently was understood that God wanted the
+RZORQJZLOO\RXMXGJHXQMXVWO\
original, and basically equal, distribution of land in Israel
 DQGVKRZSDUWLDOLW\WRWKHZLFNHG"
*LYHMXVWLFHWRWKHZHDNDQGWKHRUSKDQ
to continue. In an agrarian society, land was capital; and
 PDLQWDLQWKHULJKWRIWKHORZO\DQGWKH
with capital returned, the poor could again earn their way.
destitute.
 0HQWLRQDOVRVKRXOGEHPDGHRIWKH7RUDK·VVSHFLDO
5HVFXHWKHZHDNDQGWKHQHHG\
regulation of harvests, usually referred to as the gleaning
 GHOLYHUWKHPIURPWKHKDQGRIWKHZLFNHG
ODZ/HYLWLFXVVD\VWKDWÀHOGVDQGYLQH\DUGVPXVW
3VDOPFI3VDOP
be harvested so that generous gleanings are left for the
poor to pick up and consume. The story of Ruth vividly
illustrates the gleaning law at work.
Many other passages could be quoted, but the point has
ust as Jesus embodied this powerful Old Testament
been made that the Law, which was so central to Hebrew
tradition in his own life and ministry, the early church
faith—the faith that Jesus inherited, understands God to followed Jesus. The Book of Acts records the practice of
have special concern for the poor. The Law argues, in the Jerusalem community:

The Hebrew Scriptures

J

Many other passages could be
quoted, but the point has been
made that the Law which
was so central to Hebrew
faith—the faith that Jesus
inherited—
understands God to have
special concern for the poor.

The Early Church

J
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7KHUHZDVQRWDQHHG\SHUVRQDPRQJWKHPIRU
DVPDQ\DVRZQHGODQGVRUKRXVHVVROGWKHPDQG
EURXJKWWKHSURFHHGVRIZKDWZDVVROG7KH\ODLG
LWDWWKHDSRVWOHV·IHHWDQGLWZDVGLVWULEXWHGWR
HDFKDVDQ\KDGQHHG $FWV
Because many in the church were poor, those who
had material means liquidated their assets to provide for
members of the fellowship in need. The book of Acts
says that by this practice the early church bore powerful
witness for Christ in the world.
When the Jerusalem church was struck by famine in
WKHPLGGOHRIWKHÀUVWFHQWXU\WKHDSRVWOH3DXOXQGHUWRRN
the work of collecting an offering on their behalf from
the churches in Asia and Macedonia. To the Corinthians
he wrote:
I do not mean that there should be relief for
RWKHUVDQGSUHVVXUHRQ\RXEXWLWLVDTXHVWLRQRI
DIDLUEDODQFHEHWZHHQ\RXUSUHVHQWDEXQGDQFH
and their need, so that their abundance may be
for your need, in order that there may be a fair
EDODQFH$VLWLVZULWWHQ´7KHRQHZKRKDGPXFK
GLGQRWKDYHWRRPXFKDQGWKHRQHZKRKDGOLWWOH
GLGQRWKDYHWRROLWWOHµ &RULQWKLDQV 
James makes ministry to the poor central to his
well-known argument about
the inseparability of faith and
works:
:KDWJRRGLVLWP\EURWKHUV
and sisters, if you say you
have faith but do not have
ZRUNV" &DQ IDLWK VDYH
\RX",IDEURWKHURUVLVWHU
LV QDNHG DQG ODFNV GDLO\
food, and one of you says
WR WKHP ´*R LQ SHDFH
NHHS ZDUP DQG HDW \RXU
ÀOOµ DQG \HW \RX GR QRW
supply their bodily needs,
ZKDW LV WKH JRRG RI WKDW"
So faith by itself, if it has
QR ZRUNV LV GHDG -DPHV
 
John makes the claim that
sharing with those in need is
the sign of real love:
:HNQRZORYHE\WKLVWKDW
KH ODLG GRZQ KLV OLIH IRU
XV³DQG ZH RXJKW WR OD\
GRZQ RXU OLYHV IRU RQH
DQRWKHU +RZ GRHV *RG·V
ORYHDELGHLQDQ\RQHZKR
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KDVWKHZRUOG·VJRRGVDQGVHHVDEURWKHURUVLVWHU
LQQHHGDQG\HWUHIXVHVWRKHOS"/LWWOHFKLOGUHQ
OHWXVORYHQRWLQZRUGRUVSHHFKEXWLQWUXWK
DQGDFWLRQ -RKQ 
 )URPRQHSHUVSHFWLYHWKHQ-HVXV·FKRLFHRIDWH[WIRU
KLVV\QDJRJXHVHUPRQDW1D]DUHWKLVQRWVXUSULVLQJDWDOO
+HULJKWO\XQGHUVWRRGWKHWUXHKHDUWDQGVRXORI,VUDHO·V
covenant with God, and he incarnated that faith in his
RZQVHOIXQGHUVWDQGLQJDQGPLQLVWU\+HUHFRJQL]HGWKDW
UHDOIDLWKLVDFFXUDWHO\UHÁHFWHGLQEHOLHYHUV·DWWLWXGHVDQG
actions toward the poor. By so believing and living, we
LQWXUQUHÁHFWWKHFKDUDFWHURI-HVXV
)RU\RXNQRZWKHJHQHURXVDFWRIRXU/RUG-HVXV
&KULVWWKDWWKRXJKKHZDVULFK\HWIRU\RXUVDNHV
KHEHFDPHSRRUVRWKDWE\KLVSRYHUW\\RXPLJKW
EHFRPHULFK &RULQWKLDQV 
³$W WKLV ZULWLQJ -RH +DDJ ZDV DVVRFLDWH GLUHFWRU RI
WKH &KULVWLDQ /LIH &RPPLVVLRQ &/&  RI WKH %DSWLVW
*HQHUDO&RQYHQWLRQRI7H[DVKHDGTXDUWHUHGLQ'DOODV
+HZDVDOVRDPHPEHURIWKH6HHGV&RXQFLORI6WHZDUGV
IRUDQXPEHURI\HDUV$YHUVLRQRIWKLV%LEOHVWXG\ZDV
RULJLQDOO\SULQWHGLQ Therefore…, a periodical publica
tion of the CLC.

Trouble and weeping and fear and ruin come
when people forget the promises of God
that bind us to each other—the hungry to
the overfed, the innocent to the cynical, the
triumphant to the brokenhearted.
All over God’s round earth, trouble comes
when the people forget the promise.
And God is far away.
So we try to help each other remember the
promises which are our way and our truth
and our life. We try to help each other stop
expecting faith to be soothing. We stop trying
to mostly entertain each other in church and
LQVWHDGKHOSHDFKRWKHUÀQGIDLWKWKDWZLOO
GHHSHQLQWRVDFULÀFLDOORYH
—Martha Sterne
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Preaching about Hunger:
Good News for the Hungry & the Full
by Raymond Bailey
Text: Luke 4:16-21

J

HVXV·ÀUVWVHUPRQVHWWKHWRQHIRUKLVHQWLUHPLQLVWU\
His choice of text indicated something about his own
sense of mission and about the continuity between the old
and new covenants.
 /XNH UHFRUGV -HVXV· UHWXUQ IURP WKH GHVHUW DQG D
personal experience of hunger as a prelude to the sermon
DW1D]DUHWK7KHSK\VLFLDQWHOOVXVWKDW-HVXVKDYLQJIDFHG
the illusions of Satan about power in the world, returned

experienced loneliness, hunger and spiritual temptation—
all common to the lot of the poor.
 7KHVHUPRQLQWKHV\QDJRJXHDW1D]DUHWKZDVJRRG
news for the poor (/N . What was it in the sermon
that so incensed his neighbors? Jesus applied this text of
grace to those outside Israel. His illustrations included
examples in Sidon and Syria, countries and peoples
despised by Israelites.
How like our own day this is! There are growing
DUWE\3HWHU<XLFKL&ODUN
QXPEHUVRI8QLWHG6WDWHVFLWL]HQVPRVWRIZKRPFODLP
to be followers of Jesus, who want to deny the most basic
EHQHÀWVWDLQWHGDV´ZHOIDUHµWRWKRVHERUQLQRWKHUQDWLRQV
whom they view, as the Jews did Gentiles, as intruders.
The anti-immigrant movement in the US manifests the
spirit of those who drove Jesus from his home “church”
and his hometown.
Study after study demonstrates a willingness of
people to help those who are most like them. The US
Congress, with overwhelming public approval, moves
UDSLGO\WRKHOSPLGGOHDQGXSSHUFODVVYLFWLPVRIÁRRGV
tornadoes and other disasters. Support comes from those
most critical of helping the victims of economic and
social cycles. Jesus proclaimed good news to the poor
and release of the captives. Too many today want to just
help “our own kind.”
The call to feed the hungry is also good news to the
rich. Jesus often warned of the curse of greed and wealth.
7KHULFKPDQDQG/D]DUXVWKHSRVWVFULSWWRWKHDFFRXQWRI
the rich young ruler, the judgment scene in Matthew 25,
and the parable of the farmer who wasted his life building
“in the power of the Spirit.” His example instructs us QHZEDUQVDUHMXVWDIHZRI-HVXV·ZDUQLQJV
DERXWSUHSDULQJWRSUHDFKLQRXURZQ1D]DUHWK
Gordon Cosby, the late pastor of the Church of the
We make much of the poverty of Jesus (that he was Saviour in Washngton, DC, often said that God had called
born in a stable, and so on) but his was most likely a him to relieve the wealthy of the burden of their money.
middle-class family. They owned an animal, Joseph was Such ideas are not original with contemporary reformers.
a craftsman, they took Jesus to Jerusalem and the temple 6HOÀVKQHVV DQG LQGLIIHUHQFH WR WKH SRRU ZHUH SRSXODU
for the rite of passage to adulthood. More telling than his themes in the writings of the early leaders of the church.
personal poverty is his willingness to identify with the St. Basil wrote:
poor.1 Jesus did not shy away from lepers, outcasts, the  $UHQ·W\RXDPLVHUDSOXQGHUHUZKHQ\RXXVHIRU\RXU
RZQEHQHÀWVRPHWKLQJZKLFKKDVEHHQJLYHQWR\RXWREH
sick or the hungry.
He did not just look on their suffering; he had administered?…The bread which you keep for yourself
“compassion.” He suffered with them. It is worth noting DOWKRXJK\RXGRQRWQHHGLWEHORQJVWRWKHKXQJU\«<RX
WKDWKHZHQWLPPHGLDWHO\IURPWKHEDSWLVPRI-RKQ -HVXV· commit as many injustices as there are people with whom
LGHQWLÀFDWLRQZLWKVLQQHUV LQWRWKHZLOGHUQHVVZKHUHKH you avoid sharing what you have.2
FRQWLQXHG

Subjects like hunger, violence,
war and peace are too often
reserved for special occasions.
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John Calvin was not restrained in his attack on the
grain merchants of his day; he called them “murderers,
savage beasts, biting and eating the poor, sucking in their
blood.” He warned those in his congregation that “those
who have riches, whether inherited or won by their own
industry and labour, are to remember that what is left over
is not meant for intemperance or luxury, but for relieving
the needs of the brethren.”3
Money that is given to feed hungry people is a twofold
blessing, for giver and receiver are equally blessed. The
conscientious pastor will address the needs of folks to
give as much or more than the physical needs of the
impoverished.
The original offerings in the church were to feed
the hungry. This was an extension of the best of Jewish
heritage with its emphasis on forgiveness of debts, land
UHGLVWULEXWLRQ DQG JUDLQ OHIW LQ WKH ÀHOGV IRU WKH SRRU
Providing for those in need was a jubilee experience.
The offerings received in early Christian worship were
WRFDUHIRUWKHSRRU3DXO·VIXQGGULYHVIRULPSRYHULVKHG
Christians are well documented in the correspondence
to the Corinthians. Christian tradition provides ample
HYLGHQFHRISKLODQWKURS\LQWKHPLVVLRQRI*RG·VSHRSOH
 ,DOOXGHGDERYHWRWKHSRSXODUDWWLWXGH´/HW·VWDNH
care of our own” or “Charity begins at home.” Most of our
giving is more ego-centered than that. The great majority
of religious giving in this country is for the purpose of
sustaining institutions. We, like the man Jesus told about
in Luke 12, tear down our spiritual barns and build bigger
ones. The support of staffs who serve us and programs
that serve us is the primary purpose of revenue growth in
US Christian churches. Musical instruments are purchased
sometimes for use once a year or less.
 :KHQSUHDFKLQJVDFULÀFHRQEHKDOIRIWKHKXQJU\EH
prepared to experience the rejection Jesus experienced
when one went away because he had great riches 0N
 0DWW  /N   Before
preaching on social issues, the preacher should examine
her role in creating or encouraging such attitudes.
The painful question is how may sermons on social
themes are diluted by personal and institutional lifestyles.
+RVHDQRWHGWKDWVRFLDOFRQGLWLRQVRIWHQUHÁHFWDVLWXDWLRQ
where it is “like people, like priest” +RVHD . Grand
words about the obligation of Christians to feed the
hungry will be meaningless unless supported by a lifestyle
of respect and concern for those in need.
Preaching on particular issues or for special occasions
should reflect something of a systematic personal
theology. The interpretation of isolated texts should
EH LQIRUPHG E\ RQH·V XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI *RG DQG WKH
overall biblical message. I would suggest three aspects
of theology particularly relevant to the subject of hunger
Developing  a  Heart  for  the  Hungry

and Christian responsibility: stewardship, anthropology,
justice/righteousness.
 :H VLQJ ´WKLV LV P\ IDWKHU·V PRWKHU·V  ZRUOGµ
'RZHEHOLHYHWKLVLV*RG·VZRUOG",IZHGREHOLHYHLW
what difference does it make in our decisions about the
use of natural and human resources? A stated religious
proposition that is not a guiding principle for living is
blasphemy. God created the world and gave humanity
the privilege and responsibility for it. The world has been
entrusted to us and we are accountable for it.

Congregations should not
be allowed to drop a few
extra bucks in the plate on
a special Sunday or suffer a
meal of rice and beans and
then think, ‘“Well, that’s
over for another year.”
The term “steward” is found in only two places in the
gospels /NDQG/N In both instances
it is a part of a story of unfaithfulness and judgment. As
private managers and public magistrates, stewards were
persons charged with the control of property and the care
of persons. Stewards were not just to observe passively
their domains; they were to develop them. The fact is that
God gave to humankind “dominion” *HQ  . The
environment is to be managed in such a way as to serve
*RG·VSXUSRVHLQFUHDWLRQ
The problem of hunger is one of political and
economic circumstance—circumstances over which
humans exercise control. Natural resources are not just
for our comfort and enjoyment but for our development.
Never has a famine covered the whole earth. The problem
is one of distribution. These are theological as well as
social realities, to which there is usually great resistance.
7KHH[SHUWVWHOOXVWKDWSHUFHQWRIWKHZRUOG·VZHDOWKLV
FRQWUROOHGE\VL[SHUFHQWRIWKHZRUOG·VSRSXODWLRQ³ZLWK
those dwelling in the United States.
 %HJLQ ZLWK WKH %LEOH DQG *RG·V PDQGDWH RI
stewardship and then use demographic data available
IURPRUJDQL]DWLRQVVXFKDV6HHGVRI+RSH and Bread for
the World to give evidence of our sins of commission and
omission.
Nelson Mandela observed that “our deepest fear is
that we are powerful beyond measure.” It may not be what
we do with our weakness but what we failed to do with
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our power that embarrasses us the most when we stand
before God. Luke said that Jesus came in the power of
the Spirit. Christian theology acknowledges that God has
JLYHQXVUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRU*RG·VZRUOGDQGWKHSRZHUWR
do the job.
 +XPDQEHLQJVDUHDSDUWRI*RG·VFUHDWLRQ&HUWDLQO\
we should care for the environment, but only women
DQG PHQ DUH VDLG WR EH FUHDWHG LQ *RG·V RZQ LPDJH
*HQ . The scriptures teach that all people share a
common divine heritage. The value of human life is the

The great frustration that
many feel listening to sermons
on social problems is the
absence of hope or a plan of
action for resolution. People
may leave a hunger emphasis
service feeling guilty, sad and
hopeless, thinking “so what?”
KLJKHVWYDOXHLQ*RG·VHFRQRP\7KHSVDOPLVWGHSLFWVWKH
grandeur of God climaxed in the creature made “a little
less than God...with glory and honor...with dominion over
the works of thy hands” 3V 
The care of persons is the primary task of the church.
Time and again the Bible makes it clear that such care
includes bodily needs VHH ,VDLDK  $PRV 
0DWW-DPHV “Who
is my neighbor?” was a favorite question of the rich and
PLGGOHFODVVRI-HVXV·GD\DQGLVUHSHDWHGLQPDQ\IRUPV
today by the same classes, perhaps for the same reasons.
Theology is about the existence, meaning and
presence of God. As Jon Sobrino says,
Theology becomes responsible in that it responds
to the real world. Theology becomes practical because
its motivating concern is not pure thought nor even pure
truth but rather the building of the Kingdom of God and
of a church that will be at the service of this kingdom.4
 -XVWLFHLVWKHHQGRI*RG·VSUHVHQFHLQWKHZRUOG-HVXV
as God among us called for social transformation of the
most radical kind. The course of history was retargeted
according to the original purpose of God in creation.
Sobrino contends that justice is a form of love and as
such is essential to the gospel message. “Justice takes
seriously the primordial fact of the FUHDWHGZRUOGin its
given form....”5
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The interruption and distortion of creation produced
injustice. Injustice is the result of sin, of a world and time
out of joint. Justice in simplest terms is right relationship;
DOOWKLQJVDQGSHUVRQVLQULJKWUHODWLRQVKLSWR*RG3DXO·V
natural theology in Romans most clearly states the
VLWXDWLRQ&KDSWHUVRQHDQGWZRUHÁHFWRQKRZWKHZRUOG
became a realm of injustice.
The whole system is being reordered. “For the
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will but by the will of him who subjected it
in hope; because the creation itself will be set free from
its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the
children of God” 5RPDQV  The world remains
RXWRIMRLQWXQWLODOORI*RG·VFKLOGUHQDUHÀOOHGZLWKWKH
ERXQW\RI*RG·VZRUOG
Let us now turn to some practical suggestions for
preaching about hunger. Subjects like hunger, violence,
war and peace are too often reserved for special occasions.
Certainly it is good to have special emphasis Sundays in
which appeals for food, money or political action can
be the singular focus. This is not enough, however, for a
problem of such magnitude. The need and the opportunity
for ministry should be kept before the church.
I would like to propose a philosophy of campaign
preaching. Do not try to do it all in one sermon. Plan
a series that will lay a foundation and build upon it.
False notions have to be challenged, problems exposed,
solutions offered and tested, and hopefully consensus for
action established.
A pastor might begin with a sermon on creation,
follow with one on the uniqueness of humanity, deal with
the fall, then Cain and Abel and separation, etc., and end
up with the responsibilities we have to one another as a
part of a single global family.
Sermons on different topics may offer opportunity for
subpoints on injustice, poverty or hunger, or illustrations
that raise consciousness of human suffering. An
evangelical sermon might well note that God is interested
in the redemption and healing of the whole person.
Congregations should not be allowed to drop a few
extra bucks in the plate on a special Sunday or suffer a
PHDORIULFHDQGEHDQVDQGWKHQWKLQN´:HOOWKDW·VRYHU
for another year.” Critical topics should be kept before
them. Follow the biblical model and note the frequency
with which obligation to the poor recurs.
Sermons should have particular behavior goals. The
preacher should ask, “What is it that I want to happen as
a result of this sermon?” It is easier to describe problems
than it is to prescribe solutions. Too many sermons spend
95 percent of the time picturing the problem and then
conclude with a weak appeal for concern and prayer.
Seeds  of  Hope  Publishers    18  

The great frustration that many feel listening to
sermons on social problems is the absence of hope or a
plan of action for resolution. People may leave a hunger
emphasis service feeling guilty, sad and hopeless, thinking
“so what?” An effective sermon on hunger will offer
concrete suggestions for action. The people want to hear
how they can make a difference.
 $ SURYHQ WHFKQLTXH IRU RUJDQL]LQJ SHUVXDVLYH
sermons is that called the Monroe Motivated Sequence.
0RQURH RIIHUHG D ÀYHVWHS IRUPXOD    WKH$WWHQWLRQ
Step, (2) the Need Step, (3) the Satisfaction Step, (4) the
9LVXDOL]DWLRQ6WHSDQG  WKH$FWLRQ6WHS6
This formula is audience-centered. The audience must
be made aware of the problem and how it affects them.
They then must be told how they can do something about
LWDQGKHOSHGWRYLVXDOL]HKRZWKH\FDQDFWXDOO\EHDSDUW
of the solution.
Illustrations are the key to effective preaching on any
subject. They help to link the familiar with the unfamiliar,
to grasp the concrete and to identify with actors in a
particular scene of the human drama. Illustrations should
EHEHOLHYDEOHKDYHDQDLURIWKHIDPLOLDUDQGUHÁHFWWKH
life experience and values of the listeners.
Good illustrations have strong sensory appeal. Let the
congregation see, hear, taste and touch what the hungry
person experiences. The greatest impact of an illustration
is most likely in proportion to the ability of the audience
to identify. Empathy is a stronger appeal than sympathy.
Reduce cosmic evil to everyday life experience. Take the
staggering statistics of the effects
of starvation and compare it to the
KHDGOLQHVRIWRGD\·VQHZVFDVW
People are appropriately
shocked, outraged and filled
with sorrow at deaths in mass
shootings, ariline crashes and
natural disasters. Compare those
to the fact that some 24,000
people die every day from hungerrelated causes And that number
can be changed.
Frederick Buechner recently
addressed the challenge we face:
Hunger in the literal sense
is unknown to you and me. In
a world where thousands starve
to death every day, we live
surrounded by plenty. We watch
with full bellies the TV footage
of [developing world] children
with their bellies swollen, their

legs and arms like sticks, the eyes vacant in their ancient
faces, and may God have mercy on us as a nation, as a
FLYLOL]DWLRQDVZKDWHYHULWPHDQVWRFDOOXV&KULVWHQGRP
LIZHGRQRWÀQGVRPHZD\WRZLSHWKHLUKXQJHUIURPWKH
face of the earth.7
Let us join our voices with the prophets and Jesus in
crying out against injustice and for the care of persons.
³5D\PRQG%DLOH\WDXJKWKRPLOHWLFVLQ/RXLVYLOOH.<IRU
\HDUVDQGSDVWRUHGLQ:DFR7;IRU\HDUV+HLV
QRZUHWLUHGLQ)UDQNIRUW.<+HDOVRWDXJKWKRPLOHFWLFV
ZKLOHSDVWRULQJLQ:DFR+HVD\VKHZRXOGVRPHWLPHV
VKRZ WKH ODVW ÀYH PLQXWHV RI WKH PRYLH Romero to his
SUHDFKLQJVWXGHQWVDQGWHOOWKHP´7KLVLVZKDWKDSSHQV
ZKHQ\RXSUHDFKWKHJRVSHOµ

Endnotes
1. See Matthew L. Lamb, 6ROLGDULW\ZLWK9LFWLPV; New
<RUN&URVVURDG
 4XRWHG LQ 1LFKRODV :ROWHUVWRUII Until Justice and
Peace Embrace; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983, p. 79.
3. Ibid.
4. Jon Sobrino, The True Church and the Poor; Maryknoll,
1HZ<RUN2UELV%RRNVS
5. Ibid, p. 50.
6. Alan H. Monroe and Douglas Ehniger, Principles
and Types of Speech, 6th edition; Glenview, Ill.: Scott,
Foreman and Company, 1967, pp. 264-289.
7. Frederick Buechner, “The News of the Day,” The
Christian Century, July 17-24, Vol. 113, No. 22, p. 721.

When someone steals a man’s clothes we
call him a thief. Should we not give the
same name to one who could clothe the
naked and does not? The bread in your
cupboard belongs to the hungry man;
the coat hanging unused in your closet
belongs to the man who needs it; the
shoes rotting in your closet belong to the
man who has no shoes; the money which
you hoard up belongs to the poor.
--Basil the Great,
Bishop of Caesarea (ca 365 CE)
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Facts about Hunger & Poverty
Around the World
compiled by Kristin Waites

T

he vast majority of hungry people (98 percent) live
in developing countries, where almost 15 percent of
the population is undernourished. Around three-quarters
of these undernourished people live in low-income rural
areas, principally in higher-risk farming areas. —World
Food Programme (WFP)

&RXQWULHVLQWKH$VLD3DFLÀFUHJLRQ WKHSDUWRIWKHZRUOG
LQ RU QHDU WKH :HVWHUQ 3DFLÀF 2FHDQ  KDYH VRPH 
million food-insecure people, which equals about two
thirds of the total number. —WFP

Approximately 805 million people in the world do not
eat enough to be healthy. That means that one in every 10
people on Earth goes to bed hungry each night. However,
there is hopeful news: the number of people living with
chronic hunger has declined by 200 million people over
the past 20 years. —United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO)

About 180 million children under the age of 5 suffer from
stunting and are not reaching their potential. About 80
percent of these children live in just 20 countries. —WFP,
UNICEF

One out of six children in developing countries is
underweight. —WFP

Across the developing world, 66 million primary schoolage children are hungry when they attend classes, with
23 million in Africa alone. US$3.2 billion would feed all
+XQJHULVQXPEHURQHRQWKHOLVWRIWKHZRUOG·VWRS of the hungry school-age children in the world for one
health risks. It kills more people every year than AIDS, year. —WFP
continued on page 21
malaria and tuberculosis combined. —Joint
UN Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
Nearly half of all deaths in children under the
age of 5 are linked to poor nutrition. Some
studies estimate this to include 3.1 million
children. —WFP, UN Inter-Agency Group
for Child Mortality Estimation (IGME)
7KHÀUVWWKRXVDQGGD\VRIDFKLOG·VOLIHIURP
pregnancy through age 2, are the critical
window in which to tackle under-nutrition. A
proper diet in this period can protect children
from the mental and physical stunting that
can result from malnutrition. —IGME
It costs just US$0.25 per day to provide a
child with all of the vitamins and nutrients
he or she needs to grow up healthy. —WFP
If women in rural areas had the same access
to land, technology, financial services,
education and markets as men, the number
of hungry people could be reduced by 100
to 150 million. —FAO
art by Robert Darden
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Hunger & Poverty in the US
compiled by Kristin Waites

N

early 49 million people in the United States live in
food-insecure households or a household where the
members are unable to consistently access the adequate
amount of nutritious food necessary for a healthy life. —
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)

one in three children is at risk of hunger. —USDA
Of the more than 20 million children who receive free
or reduced-price lunch each school day, less than half
receive breakfast and only 10 percent go to summer
feeding sites. —USDA

A key cause of food insecurity in the United States is the
ODFNRIVXIÀFLHQWUHVRXUFHVWRFRYHUWKHFRVWRIIRRGLQ About half of all American children will receive SNAP
addition to meeting other basic needs. —Feeding America EHQHÀWVDWVRPHSRLQWEHIRUHDJH³%XUHDXRI/DERU
Statistics
Ninety percent of all counties in the US have a majority of
food-insecure children living in households with incomes Low-income households spend a greater share of their
at or below the federal poverty line. —Feeding America income on food. Food accounts for 16.4 percent of
spending for households making less than $10,000 per
One in six people in America faces hunger. —Do year, compared to the US average of 12.7 percent. —
Something $Q RUJDQL]DWLRQ IRU \RXWK YROXQWHHULQJ Bureau of Labor Statistics Q
RSSRUWXQLWLHV
Households with children reported
a significantly higher foodinsecurity rate than households
without children. —Do Something
Food insecurity exists in every
county in America. —Do
Something
,Q WKH 86 KXQJHU LVQ·W FDXVHG
by a lack of food, but rather the
continued prevalence of poverty.
—Do Something
One in seven people is enrolled
in Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP).
Nearly half of them are children.
—Do Something
Forty percent of food is thrown
out in the US every year, or about
$165 billion worth. All of this
uneaten food could feed 25 million
Americans. —Do Something
0RUHWKDQRQHLQÀYHFKLOGUHQDUH
at risk of hunger. Among AfricanAmericans and Latinos, nearly
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Hunger & Poverty
Around the World,
FRQWLQXHGIURPSDJH

There is enough food to provide everyone in the world with at least 2,720
kilocalories (kcal) per person, per day. The principal problem is that many
SHRSOH LQ WKH ZRUOG GR QRW KDYH VXIÀFLHQW ODQG WR JURZ RU LQFRPH WR
purchase, enough food. —FAO
As of 2008, the World Bank has estimated that there were an estimated
1,345 million poor people in developing countries who live on $1.25 a
day or less. —WHES
Under-nutrition among pregnant women in developing countries leads to
one out of six infants being born with low birth weight. This is not only
a risk factor for neonatal deaths, but can also cause learning disabilities,
mental retardation, poor health, blindness and premature death. —World
Hunger Education Service (WHES)
By causing poor health, low levels of energy, and even mental impairment,
KXQJHUFDQOHDGWRHYHQJUHDWHUSRYHUW\E\UHGXFLQJSHRSOH·VDELOLW\WR
work and learn, thus leading to even greater hunger. —WHES
One out of three people in developing countries is affected by vitamin and
PLQHUDOGHÀFLHQFLHV³:RUOG+HDOWK2UJDQL]DWLRQ :+2
$FKLOGGLHVIURPKXQJHUUHODWHGFDXVHVHYHU\VHFRQGV7KDW·VDVPDQ\
as 7,000 children younger than 5 killed every day. —30 Hour Famine Q
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Test Your Hunger IQ
by Kristin Waites
7KLQN\RXNQRZDERXWKXQJHULVVXHV"7DNHWKLVTXL]WRWHVW\RXUNQRZOHGJH
2QFH\RXKDYHDQVZHUHGDOORIWKHTXHVWLRQVXQVFUDPEOHWKHOHWWHUVRIWKHFRUUHFWDQVZHUVWRGLVFRYHUWKHVHFUHW
SKUDVH &KHFN\RXUDQVZHUVEHORZRURQWKHKXQJHUVWDWLVWLFVSDJHLI\RXDUHQ·WVXUH 2QFH\RX·YHGLVFRYHUHG
WKHZRUGGRVRPHUHVHDUFKWRVHHZK\LW·VLPSRUWDQWLQHQGLQJKXQJHUDQGZKDW\RXFDQGRWRKHOS +LQWWKH
VHFUHWZRUGLVDOVRRQHRIWKHWHUPVLQWKHZRUGVHDUFK
1. One in ___ Americans does not have enough food.
'ÀYH(WZR)VL[ *HLJKW
2. True or False: The lack of adequate nutrition during early childhood can affect cognitive, physical and
behavioral development.
S. True T. False
3. Approximately how much of the population in developing countries is undernourished?
2SHUFHQW 3SHUFHQW 4SHUFHQW 5SHUFHQW
4. How many US dollars does it cost per day to provide a child with all of the vitamins and nutrients he or she
needs to grow up healthy?
A. $1.30

B. $5.75

C. $0.25

D. $7.50

5. How many people in the world do not have enough to eat?
A. 50 million

B. 100 million C. 500 million

D. 805 million

6. 1.345 billion people in developing countries live on ____ per day or less.
1 2 3

4

7. 80 percent of the stunted children in the world live in just __ countries.
S. 47

T. 8

U. 20

V. 14

8. One in _____ people will go to bed hungry tonight.
&HLJKW

'VL[ 

(WHQ )ÀYH

9. True or False: There is enough food in the world to provide everyone with enough nourishment.
E. True F. False
10. How many people live in food-insecure households in the United States?
4PLOOLRQ5PLOOLRQ6PLOOLRQ7PLOOLRQ
Correct answers: 1-F, 2-S, 3-O, 4-C, 5-D, 6-O, 7-U, 8-E, 9-E, 10-R
Secret Phrase: Food rescue
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How to Make a
Hunger Emphasis Banner
by Kathy Manis Findley

The Thematic Images

PDNHDÀQDOGHFLVLRQDERXWWKHFRORUV3LQRQDIHZRIWKH
elements to see all the colors together and to see where
his banner design allows worship to focus on any number
your eye is drawn. A vibrant golden color should draw
of themes. The single word, HOPE, is designed to
your eye to the stalks of wheat and the word “HOPE” at
PRYHWKHZRUVKLSSHUWRDKRSHÀOOHGUHVSRQVHWRKXQJHU
the same time.
DQGSRYHUW\7KHVW\OHRIWKHOHWWHUVDQGWKHÁRZLQJOHDYHV
DUHGHVLJQHGWRV\PEROL]HWKHJHQWOHÁRZRIFRPSDVVLRQ
and help for those who suffer.
f you are unable, as I am, to enlarge the design without
The stalks, which bleed off the right side of the banner,
the aid of a “newfangled” machine that projects
are subtle reminders that there is more than what we can HQODUJHPHQWVKHUHLVZKDW\RXFDQGR'HFLGHRQWKHVL]H
see both in the tragedy of hunger and in our responses to RIWKHEDQQHUDQGFXWDSLHFHRIEXWFKHUSDSHUWRWKDWVL]H
that tragedy. The three heads of wheat could allude to the To enlarge the design, tape the paper to a wall, and use
grace of the Creator God who has provided abundance, DQRYHUKHDGSURMHFWRUWRVL]HWKHLPDJHRQWRWKHEDQQHU
to the compassion of Jesus Christ who gave food to the Trace the design on to the paper. This will be your pattern
multitudes, and to the Holy Spirit who dwells in us and is for cutting the design elements.
the source of our caring.
I suggest lining the banner. This will make it hang
It strikes me that, just as Jesus took the food that was better and look finished. Simply choose a fabric of
available and made it become more than enough for all, matching or contrasting color. Almost any fabric will do
we also have the power to make what our earth produces for this, except a very lightweight fabric. Many cloth stores
HQRXJK IRU DOO WKH ZRUOG·V SHRSOH7R SURYLGH IRU WKRVH have remnant drapery fabrics that have just enough body
who hunger, we must embody the creative spirit of the God to make a good lining. Place the burlap and your lining
who created us, the compassionate spirit of Christ who fed fabric right sides together and machine stitch around three
those who hungered and the spirit of the Comforter as we edges, as if you were making a pillow case.
comfort those who mourn their impoverished existence.
Leave the bottom edge of the banner unstitched.

T

Constructing the Banner

I

The Banner Design

T

he banner is relatively simple to construct. The banner
itself is made of a natural-colored burlap with the
bottom edge fringed. The design is monochromatic, in that
each element of the design is constructed out of varying
shades of natural, golden tan, golden brown, brown and
brighter gold colors. The letters for “HOPE” should be the
brightest gold of the monochromatic colors.
Make sure there is plenty of contrast between the
natural-colored burlap of the banner and the color used
IRUWKHOHWWHUV$OVRWKHIDEULFWH[WXUHVKRXOGFRQWUDVW<RX
could achieve this by using felt. Another option is to use
a bridal satin for a very rich contrast. This fabric must be
backed with the iron-on “Wonder Under” before cutting
out the letters.
 <RXFRXOGDOVRXVHDFRQWUDVWLQJFRORUIRUWKH´+23(µ
letters, such as deep burgundy or hunter green. Everything
on the design would then be shades of tan/golden brown/
brown, but the letters will be a deep contrasting color.
Step back several feet from the banner before you

Also cut the lining fabric about 5-6 inches shorter than
the burlap. By putting the short side at the bottom, you
will be able to leave 5-6 inches of burlap at the bottom
for fringing. When you have turned the banner, pull out
the corners carefully with a straight pin and press with an
iron. At the bottom turn the lining under about one-half
inch and blind-stitch or machine-stitch on the front side
of the banner. Then unravel the bottom of the burlap to
make the fringe.

Hanging Tabs

T

he tabs are made by taking strips of burlap 6 inches by 10
inches and sewing them lengthwise, right sides
WRJHWKHU 6WLWFK WKH WDE D VHFRQG WLPH FORVH WR WKH ÀUVW
VWLWFKLQJOLQHWRHQVXUHWKHWDEVHDPZLOOQRWXQUDYHO<RX
may also use a thin stream of glue down the length of the
seam after trimming.
After turning, you will have a two-and-a-half-inch
wide tab. Press the tab with the seam on the center back.
<RXPD\OHDYHERWKWRSDQGERWWRPVHDPVXQVWLWFKHG7KH
LQFKOHQJWKWDEZLOOJLYH\RXÁH[LELOLW\RQWKHVL]HRI
continued
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pole (dowel) you use to hang the banner. Pin the tabs in
place and machine stitch on the front side of the banner.

LVHVSHFLDOO\LPSRUWDQWZKHQJOXLQJFRUGLQJ<RXFDQSUHVV
the banners when using this glue.
2. If you use satin cording, also use a braided satin drapery
cording to hang the banner. These are available in some
RXPD\XVHDZRRGHQFXUWDLQURGZLWKZRRGHQÀQLDOV places with a wire inserted in the braid. If you use regular
Rods that are approximately two inches in diameter GUDSHU\EUDLGLQVHUWDÁH[LEOHZLUHWKURXJKWKHEUDLGWR
look very nice. Some are ridged. They are available prevent the cord from stretching. Use an ornamental satin
unstained or stained. Choose a wood stain that blends with WDVVHODWWKHERWKHQGVRIWKHKDQJLQJFRUG<RXPXVWJOXH
WKHEDQQHUFRORUV<RXPD\DOVRSXUFKDVHDZRRGHQGRZHO the ends of the braid to keep them from unraveling. The
WDVVHOVZLOOFRYHUWKHJOXHGHQGVWRJLYHDÀQLVKHGORRN
from a building supply store and stain it yourself.
Hang the banner with a drapery cord the length of the If you use satin cordings, the letters “HOPE” will also be
pole, plus about 24 inches. This will allow you to knot nice in a satin fabric.Q
the braid at each end of the pole, and have
several inches of cording dropping on
either side of the banner. Glue the ends of
the braided cording to prevent un-braiding,
which will happen instantly. Finish ends
by gluing on a matching drapery tassel.
The wheat plant turns golden-brown
when ripe. The head of the plant holds
30-50 kernels of grain. (Fortunately, we
do not have to cut 30-50 kernels of grain
for our banner design.)
The leaves and stems may be cut from
felt fabric and glued on the burlap. One
color should be used for both. Another
shade may be used for the wheat heads.
The irregular shaped kernels may be cut
from felt. Cut each kernel separately. Fold
the felt several times to cut multiples.
'RQ·WEHSDUWLFXODUDERXWWKHVKDSHV<RX
will glue1 these on the burlap, placing them
as the pattern indicates.
The beards or awns of the wheat head
ORRNOLNHEULVWO\KDLUV<RXPD\FXWWKHVH
from the same felt, or use a cording2 of the
same color or another shade of the same
color. The cording will also be glued in
place.
³$W WKLV ZULWLQJ .DWK\ )LQGOH\ ZDV D
SDVWRULQ/LWWOH5RFN$.6KHKDVGHVLJQHG
EDQQHUVIRUDOONLQGVRIHYHQWVLQFOXGLQJ
QDWLRQDOPHHWLQJV

Banner Pole & Hanging Braid…

<

Endnotes
8VHDÁH[LEOHIDEULFJOXHRUVRPHWKLQJ
OLNH$LOHHQ·V7DFN\*OXH,WZLOOGU\FOHDU
so you need not despair when the glue gets
all over your banner. A tacky glue works
best because it gets a bit tacky and allows
you to place the design elements without
having to hold them for 10 minutes. This
banner art by Kathy Manis Findley
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What's
For
Dinner?
How to Conduct a Hunger Meal
by J. Kelly Owen

H

unger meals are popular and effective ways of accomplishing two hunger-related goals: the need to
raise money and the need to raise awareness. Which is
your primary goal will determine a great deal about the
kind of hunger meal you will have. If you are primarily
interested in raising money, you are going to want an
attractive, though not necessarily large, meal and perhaps
a well known speaker or other entertainment.
There are people in almost every community who
have lots of experience with this kind of meal, and who
would be willing to give you some pointers on what
works in your community. My experience is primarily
ZLWKPHDOVDVHGXFDWLRQDOHYHQWVVR,·OOEHVKDULQJZLWK
you some ideas from that perspective.
The reason that hunger meals are such a popular way
to teach about hunger is that they provide the opportunity
to experience hunger and food issues directly, and from
GLIIHUHQWSHUVSHFWLYHV:HFDQH[SHULHQFHDWOHDVWEULHÁ\
the feeling of being hungry, the problems of inequitable
GLVWULEXWLRQ RI UHVRXUFHV RU WKH GLIÀFXOW\ RI IHHGLQJ D
family on food stamps.
We can also use the meal as an opportunity to practice
using our roles in society to improve conditions for
others—roles like steward, teacher, consumer, servant
and leader.
Below are some new ideas and some old ideas with
a few new twists. Get your planning group together and
pick and choose from these ideas
and others you have; use them,
abuse them and plan a great hunger
meal!
How about a SNAP meal? SNAP
stands for Supplemenatal Nutrition
Assistance Program. It was formerly
known as the Food Stamp program.
The national average for recipients
is $195 a month for a one-person
KRXVHKROG7KDW·VSHUGD\RU
about $2.17 per meal.
What kind of meal can you
serve for $2.17 a person? Using
your best shopping skills and careful
planning, you can probably do fairly

well, once. Doing it repeatedly would become quite a
challenge.1
Give people a cost breakdown of the meal and talk
about the problems you had to deal with. Talk about how
FDUHIXOVKRSSLQJRQWKHSDUWRIWKHPRUHDIÁXHQWFRXOG
free up resources that could then be used for ministering
to others.
For a different SNAP-type meal, give everyone at the
meal a set of food coupons and a price list for each item
available at the serving table. Ask them to decide what
they will and will not “buy” with their coupons.
Then talk with them about what kinds of decision they
had to make. Note: In order to simplify your planning,
you may want to serve everyone the same thing after the
“buying” decisions are made.
One popular hunger meal is used to demonstrate the
inequitable distribution of food resources around the
world. One table is designated as “The West” (the US,
Canada, and Western Europe) where everyone has more
food than they need or can eat.
Other tables are “The East” where meager but
sustaining food is available. Another group of tables are
the “Developing World” where food is in short supply
DQGRIORZTXDOLW\<RXPLJKWHYHQDGGDIDPLQHWDEOH
where there is no food at all.2
Sometimes people add to the disparity of experience
by providing waiters, fancy tablecloths and dishes, and
continued
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centerpieces with candles for the wealthy “nations.”
Other “nations” must use simple dishes and utensils with
no table decorations, and they must serve themselves.
6RPHKXQJHUPHDORUJDQL]HUVJHWSHRSOHWRGUHVVOLNH
beggars and haunt the wealthy tables. They also instruct
the waiters to run them off angrily.)
If you have a lot of nerve, you might instruct someone
from poorer “nations” to serve the wealthy “nations” and
then go to their tables to eat.
For a different twist, designate people at each table as
being from different areas. (This could be done by taping
cards of different colors to the backs or bottoms of all the
chairs. That way you could control how many “nations”
are represented at each table.)
Different members of one family could end up
assigned to different parts of the world. One person could
be served a feast while her friend (sitting beside her)
receives nothing. Then you would talk about the feelings,
actions and reactions of the people at each table. Note:
It is common to go ahead and serve everybody after the
LQLWLDODFWLYLW\%XWWKDW·VXSWR\RX
A simple exercise in service is to have each person at
the meal serve the meal to someone else. Of course, that
means that not only will everyone be a server but they
will also be served.

After the meal, talk about how it feels to serve and be
served. Can any of these things be applied to serving and
being served by people who face hunger? (For instance,
many people with inadequate or barely adequate food
supplies work for companies who import goods to the
West. Just a thought.)
 2QHÀQDO WKRXJKW 0RWLYHV FRXQW &RQFHUQ IRU WKH
hungry is good. Making other people aware of hunger
issues is good. Encouraging people to try to make a
positive impact on hunger is good. But, as Christians and
as the Church, we are called to do everything to the glory
RI*RG,I\RXOHDYH*RGRXWRI\RXUSODQV\RX·YHJRWD
much bigger problem than what to serve for dinner.
³.HOO\2ZHQDWWKLVZULWLQJZDVVHUYLQJDVDSDVWRULQ
:DUVDZDQG3DULV02

Endotes
<RXPD\KDYHKHDUGRIFHOHEULWLHVWDNLQJWKH´61$3
Challenge” and trying to live on a SNAP budget for a
ZHHNRUDPRQWK%XWSHRSOHGRQ·WXVXDOO\IDFWRULQWKH
fact that they probably already have food in their pantry
and the fact that they know it is only for a limited time.
 6HH ´+XQJHU LQ *RG·V :RUOGµ D KXQJHU ZRUNVKRS
created by Seeds of Hope, for more ideas about how to
divide your “nations.”

& Pithy Sayings
Poems, Quotes &
O God of abundance, you feed us every day. Rise in us now, make us into your bread, that we
may share your gifts with a hungry world, and join in love with all people, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
—from the morning prayer at the St. Gregory’s food pantry in San Francisco, printed in Take This Bread
by Sara Miles.
To leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthier child, a vegetable garden, or an improved
social condition; to know that even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is to
have succeeded.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson
It is important for people to realize that we can make progress against world hunger, that world
hunger is not hopeless. The worst enemy is apathy.
—David Beckmann, president of Bread for the World
When people were hungry, Jesus didn’t say, “Now is that political, or social?” He said, “I feed you.”
Because the good news to a hungry person is bread.
—Archbishop Desmond Tutu
art by Sharon R. Rollins

Developing  a  Heart  for  the  Hungry

Seeds  of  Hope  Publishers    26  

Developing  a  Heart  for  the  Hungry

Seeds  of  Hope  Publishers    27  

Challenge the people around you. Keep those around you—
particularly your faith community—informed. Share the

C

Be knowledgeable about hunger issues. Stay informed about
where hunger and poverty exist and what people are doing to
heal them. Find sources who can help you stay on top of hunger
realities around the world. Read the newspaper; watch television
news. Find a periodical that deals with hunger and justice issues.
+XQJHU1HZV +RSH(a Seeds of Hope quarterly publication)
covers these issues. (Sign up for free electronic copies; email
VHHGVHGLWRU#JPDLOFRPDQGVD\\RX·GOLNHWREHRQWKHOLVW <RX
FDQDOVRÀQGDZHDOWKRILQIRUPDWLRQRQWKH,QWHUQHW7KH)RRG
Research and Action Center (www.frac.org) is a good source of
information about hunger in the United States.

B

Anchor yourself in prayer. After you have become aware of
KXQJHULVVXHVDQGWKHELEOLFDOFDOOWRUHVSRQGWRWKHPWKHÀUVW
thing you should do is pray and/or meditate. Pray for hungry people
and for those who labor to help them. Spend time in silence to center
yourself and allow God to lead. Make sure that your personal and
corporate worship times always include a remembrance of poor and
hungry people. People who do not balance their ministry activities
with contemplation are destined to “become weary in well doing.”
(See “C” for resources that will enhance this kind of worship.)

A

The many biblical mandates to care for poor and
helpless people do not seem to be optional, but what
can the average Christian do in the face of such
overwhelming need?

The ABCs of
Responding to
Hunger

2QFH\RX·YHGRQHWKHVH
ÀYHWKLQJV\RX·YHPDGH
DVLJQLÀFDQWEHJLQQLQJ
toward a meaningful
response to the presence
of hunger in your world.
art by Sharon R. Rollins

Explore individual service opportunities. This is absolutely
crucial. We must each get involved on a personal, individual
level. Check out
your local feeding
programs, shelters,
soup kitchens and
VLPLODURUJDQL]DWLRQV
for the place that
ÀWV\RXUWDOHQWVDQG
interests. Establishing
and maintaining actual,
personal contact with
poor people is vital to
our spiritual health.

E

Develop an understanding of advocacy. Even though many of
us abhor the idea, we must all at least be aware of public policy.
Systemic injustice and destructive policies can undo in one moment
all of the good work that thousands of people at soup kitchens and
feeding programs have done every day for years. Christian lobby
groups like Bread for the World can help you understand the political
UDPLÀFDWLRQVRIKXQJHULVVXHV³LQOLJKWRIELEOLFDOWHDFKLQJV7KH\
can also teach you to communicate effectively with your elected
representatives. Go to www.bread.org for more information. Ask
about their Covenant Churches program and the annual Offering of
Letters campaign.

D

resources you found under “B” with your congregation. Get your
church to subscribe to Sacred Seasons, the Seeds of Hope worship
resource periodical—and make sure the various materials get to the
persons who could use them most. Arrange for a group tour of your
local shelter or soup kitchen. Invite guests to speak to your church
about hunger issues.

N

RWH7KLVLVDPRQRORJXHIRUZKLFK,VXJJHVWDYRLFHRYHU2QHRUWZRPLPHVPD\EHXVHG7KHZRPDQZKRUHSUHVHQWVWKH
VSHDNHULVDGRZQWURGGHQZHDU\F\QLFDOZRPDQZKRKDVKDELWXDOO\UHFHLYHGKDUGNQRFNVIURPOLIH6KHUHSUHVHQWVDOO
UDFHVRIZRPHQZKROLYHWKHLUOLYHVWUDSSHGVRPHZKHUHQHYHUOHDYLQJWKHSODFHZKHUHWKH\ZHUHERUQ6KHFRXOGEHDQ$SSD
ODFKLDQZRPDQZKRKDVKDGWRFODZDOLYLQJIURPWKHODQGDQGZKRLVH[WUHPHO\LQGHSHQGHQWDQGPLVWUXVWIXORIRXWVLGHUV6KH
FRXOGEHDQLQQHUFLW\ZRPDQOLYLQJXQGHUDVLHJHRIXUEDQWHUURU6KHLVDOOZRPHQZKRKDYHVHHQVRPXFKJUHHGLQGLIIHUHQFH
DQGYLROHQFHWKDWWKH\QRORQJHUEHOLHYHWKDWDQ\RQHUHDOO\FDUHVDERXWDQ\RQH6KHLVZDU\RIDOOVWUDQJHUVDQGHYHQRIVRPH
SHRSOHZKRPVKHNQRZV6KHHVSHFLDOO\PLVWUXVWVVRPHRQHIURPDPRUHDIÁXHQWEDFNJURXQG

7KHVHFRQGPLPH LI\RXFKRRVHWRXVHRQH LVWKLVVWUDQJHUIURPWKHVXEXUEV6KHKDVFRPHSUHVXPDEO\WRPLQLVWHUWRWKH
F\QLFDOZRPDQ6KHPXVWÀQGDZD\WRSHQHWUDWHWKHWKLFNZDOOVZLWKZKLFKWKHODWWHUKDVEHHQHQFUXVWHG(YHQWXDOO\VKHGRHV
WKLVE\ZDVKLQJWKHIHHWRIWKHDVWRQLVKHGZRPDQ

,ZRXOGVXJJHVWWKDWWKHUHEHIHZSURSV³SHUKDSVRQO\DERZODQGWRZHO

Stained Glass
A Monologue for Mimes
by Katie Cook

T

KH9RLFHFDXVWLFDQGMDGHGEHJLQV
$QGMXVWZKRGR\RXWKLQN\RXDUH"$ÀQHODG\\HVLQGHHG
\RXFRPHKHUHLQWKRVHÀQHFORWKHVDQGFRPHVZRRVKLQ·XSLQ
that shiny sports car—and you have the nerve to say you want
WRKHOSPH"+HOSPH"<RXGRQ·WFDUHDERXWPH<RXZDQWPHWR
EHOLHYHWKDW\RXFDUHZKDWKDSSHQVWRPH2K\HV,·YHKHDUG
WKDW RQH EHIRUH<RX·UH DIWHU P\ PRQH\³ZKLFK , DLQ·W JRW
none—or you just want to put me on your list of Good Deeds
Another star for your FURZQ.

/RRNDW\RX<RXGRQ·WHYHQZDQWWRVWDQGWRRFORVHWRPH
you might get dirty<HDK$OLWWOHVRFLDOGLUW:HOOOHWPHWHOO
\RXVRPHWKLQJ0UV+ROLHU7KDQ7KRX,GRQ·WZDQWWREHRQH
RI\RXUJRRGGHHGV'R\DKHDU",GRQ·WZDQW\RXUKHOS,FDQ
get by. I always have.

*RRQWDNHRQHRI\RXUODGLGDVNLWULSV<HDKJRWRWKDW
1HLPDQ0DUFXVSODFHDQGEX\\RXUVHOIVRPHWKLQJSUHWW\<RX

look like you got the money. Do I need your money? No, nor
,GRQ·WZDQWLWQHLWKHU
ORXGHUDVVHFRQGZRPDQGRHVQRWJRDZD\ 
/DG\GRQ·WFRPHERWKHULQ·PH,GRQ·WZDQWDQ\WKLQJ\RXJRW
1R,GRQ·WZDQW\RXUKDQGRXWVDQG,GRQ·WZDQW\RXU*RG
neither. Where was God when my little Martha died? Huh?
Where was God? Where was your God when my man lost his
MREDQGFRXOGQ·WÀQGQRRWKHU·Q":KHUHZDV*RGZKHQ,ZDV
VFUXEELQ·ÁRRUVWRNHHSP\FKLOGUHQLQFORWKHV"1RDQG,GRQ·W
want your pity worst of all!
WKHUHLVDORQJVLOHQFH7KHVHFRQGZRPDQEHJLQVSUHSDULQJD
ERZODQGWRZHOIRUWKHZDVKLQJRIIHHW7KHÀUVWZRPDQVWDUHV
:KDWDUH\RXGRLQJ":KDW·VWKDWWRZHODQGERZOIRU"<RXZDQQD
do what? Wash my feet? Huh? My feet? Why? But—what?
2ND\,·PVLWWLQ·

$P,JRQQDKDYHWRSD\IRUWKLVEHFDXVH,DLQ·WJRWQR
PRQ³,·PVLWWLQ·,·PVLWWLQ·
DQRWKHUVLOHQFH6HFRQGZRPDQZDVKHVWKHIHHWRIWKHÀUVW
(YHQWXDOO\WKHYRLFHUHVXPHVLQDVRIWHUWRQH
:K\GLG\RXGRWKDW"<RXJRW\RXUGUHVVDOOGLUW\DQGHYHU\WKLQJ
$VHUYDQW"+XK"<RXDVHUYDQW"'LG-HVXVUHDOO\VD\WKDW":RZ
ÀUVWZRPDQVXGGHQO\EHFRPHVUDWKHUVK\
Hey, uh...would you like—uh, maybe a cup of coffee? I could
make one in a jiffy. No, I want to. Hey, did you see this new
SLFWXUHRIP\ER\"+H·VLQWKHVHUYLFH<HDK2KQRWKDW·V
P\RWKHUER\<HDK
SDXVH

8KKXK7KDW·V³0DUWKD+XK"2KOHXNHPLD<HDK:HOO
KHUH·VWKDWFRIIHH+RSH\RXOLNHLWVWURQJ2KWKDW·VKRZP\
mama made it. I forget what you call it—dripolator, I think.
,W·VWKHVDPHRQHVKHXVHGZKHQ,ZDVDNLG1RVLWRYHUWKHUH
WKLVKHUHFKDLU·VEURNH
WKHVFHQHIDGHV

art by Erin Kennedy Mayer
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The Bread of Life

…A Drama about Hunger
E\-RKQ6WHZDUW%DOOHQJHU
1RWH 7KLV SOD\ ZDV RULJLQDOO\ SUHVHQWHG E\ VWXGHQWV DW %D\ORU 8QLYHUVLW\ DW D
KXQJHUEDQTXHWZLWKWKHDXGLHQFHVHDWHGDWWDEOHV9RLFHVPXVWIROORZHDFKRWKHU
VPRRWKO\³ÁRZLQJ³ZLWKWKHDFWRUVDGGLQJDVPXFKDQLPDWLRQDVSRVVLEOH7KHIHHO
should be reminiscent of Godspell7KHUHDUHQRFKDUDFWHUGHVLJQDWLRQVLQRUGHUWR
DFFRPPRGDWHKRZHYHUPDQ\DFWRUVDUHDYDLODEOH/LQHVFDQEHFRPELQHGZKHUH
deemed appropriate.

scene i

with garish lights and numerous
billboards
7KUHHSHRSOHWDNHWKHLUSODFHVRQUDLVHG
inviting all SDXVH with money
VWDJHIUHH]H LQ D WDEOHDX RQH OHDQLQJ
who have no excuse
DJDLQVWWKHEDFNZDOOEDFNWRDXGLHQFH³
0F'RQDOG·VWRRNLQELOOLRQLQ
KHDGLQKDQGV³IRUHDUPVDJDLQVWWKHZDOO
RQHJRLQJ'RZQ6WDJH5LJKWDQGRQH8S RQHRIWKH´FKLOGUHQµIURPWKHWDEOHJHWV
6WDJH/HIW)RXUSHRSOHDUHDWRQHWDEOH XSWRMRLQWKHPRYHPHQWIRUZDUG
QH[WWRHDFKRWKHUPDOHDQGIHPDOHLQWKH over 100 billion served
PLGGOH7KHWZRRQWKHRXWVLGHOHDQLQRYHU you cannot serve God and wealth
we judge this truth to be self evident
DQGRQWKHPLGGOHWZRIRUWKHVHOLQHV
the pursuit of happiness is limited to
,·PVWDUYLQJ
those who can afford it
when are we gonna eat?
when are we gonna get there?
FUHVFHQGRDQGDOOHJURRYHUWKHQH[W
WKHUH·VD0F'RQDOG·VGHDU
IRXUOLQHV 
over 75 billion served
afford transportation
served…served?
afford medical care
the greatest among you must become
afford to go to college
like the young, and the leader like one
afford their next meal
who serves…serves.
TXLHWO\ have it your way—every day
if
you can afford it
:LWKWKHQH[WOLQHVDFWRUVEHJLQPRYLQJ
IURP WKH EDFN RI WKH URRP XS WRZDUGV
WKHVWDJH
a banquet was prepared
right off of the interstate
a fast food buffet
catering to every taste
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WKH´PRWKHUµIURPWKHWDEOHJHWVXSWR
MRLQWKHPRYHPHQWIRUZDUG
eyes bigger than your tummy?
bank account bigger than your heart?
and soul?

FUHVFHQGRDQGDOOHJURRYHUWKHQH[W
IRXUOLQHV
QRGHVVHUWLI\RXGRQ·WFOHDQ\RXU
plate
no money if you
GRQ·WKDYHDMRE
no banquet if you
GRQ·WKDYHPRQH\
no food—
RWKHU´FKLOGµIURPWKHWDEOHJHWVXSWR
MRLQWKHPRYHPHQWIRUZDUG
look at all that food
you wasted
look at all you
wasted
WKH´GDGµIURPWKHWDEOHJHWVXSWR
MRLQWKHPRYHPHQWIRUZDUG
think of all the
starving children
in Africa
DOOKDYHJDWKHUHGDWWKHIURQWQH[W
IRXUOLQHVVDLGLQFKRUXVE\DOOZLWKWKH
RXWVLGHSHRSOHRIWKHFOXVWHUNQHHOLQJ
God is great
God is good
let us thank God
for our food
RQHYRLFHORXGDQGFOHDU P\ food
IURPZLWKLQWKHFOXVWHURIIRONVDWWKH
IURQWDKLGGHQVSHDNHU
woe to you who are complacent in
Zion and to you who feel secure on
Mount Samaria; remember that in your
lifetime you received your good things,
while others received bad things, but
now they are comfortable and you are
in agony!

interlude
WKH8SSHU6WDJHOHIWÀJXUH Go out
quickly into the streets and alleys of
the town and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind and the lame.
Go out to the roads and country lanes
and make them come in, so that my
house will be full.
WKHÀJXUHOHDQLQJDJDLQVWWKHZDOO
VD\V 87…93…98, 99, 100! coming!
UHDG\RUQRW,·PJRQQDÀQG\RX
ZKLOHWKHÀJXUH'RZQ6WDJH5LJKW
JRHVGRZQWRKLGHEHKLQGWKHSLDQR
86/ÀJXUH Suppose one of you has a
hundred sheep and loses one of them.
Do you not leave the ninety-nine in
continued
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the open country and go after the lost
sheep until it is found?
ÀJXUH well, do you? do you really?

scene ii
DFWRUZKRSXVKHVZD\RXWRIWKHSDFN
WRH[SRXQG
I quote Jane Wagner: “…what
GURYHPHFUD]\ZDVP\ODVWFUHDWLYH
FRQVXOWDQWMREZLWKWKH5LW]&UDFNHU
mogul, Mr. Nabisco. It was my job
to come up with snack inspirations to
increase sales. I got this idea to give
Cracker Consciousness to the entire
SODQHW,VDLG0U1DELVFRVLU<RX
FRXOGEHWKHÀUVWWRVHOOWKHFRQFHSW
of munching to the third world. We
got an untapped market here! These
countries got millions and millions of
SHRSOHZKRGRQ·WHYHQNQRZZKHUH
their next meal is coming from. So
the idea of eating between meals is
something that just never occurred to
‘em!”
UHVWRIWKHJURXSPLPLFVDGUXP
F\PEDOSXQFKOLQH badam ch.
(several actors disperse into the aisles
LQWKHPDQQHURIYHQGRUVKDZNLQJWKHLU
ZDUHV
popcorn!
peanuts!
Snickers satisfy!
get your hot dogs!
Sun Chips—the healthy snack!
3L]]D³GHOLYHUHGIUHVKLQPLQXWHV
or less—guaranteed
even to turtle creatures living in the
sewers
sometimes you feel like a nut,
VRPHWLPHV\RXGRQ·W
UUUUUXIÁHVKDYHUUUUULGJHVIRUUUUUULFK
folks not wrrrrretches
for those who can afford it
the richest one billion people in the
world have incomes at least 150 times
greater than the poorest one billion
IURPWKHIURQWZKLOHVRPHRQHPLPHV
WKHVWRU\
Old Mother Hubbard
went to the cupboard
to get her poor child a crumb
but when she got there
HFKRJHWVVRIWHUDQGVRIWHU the
cupboard was bare, the cupboard was
bare, the cupboard was bare

Developing  a  Heart  for  the  Hungry

(one of the “vendors” reaches the
EDFNDQGERRPV son of man, prophesy
against the shepherds of Israel,
prophesy and say to them, this is what
the Sovereign Lord says: woe to the
shepherds of Israel who only take care
of themselves. Should not shepherds
WDNHFDUHRIWKHÁRFN"

interlude
86/ÀJXUH Show us your unfailing
love, O Lord, and grant us your
salvation.
WKHRQHZKRLV´LWµ
you!

I see you! I see

86/ÀJXUH while you are still far off,
WKHIDWKHUVHHV\RXDQGLVÀOOHGZLWK
compassion and runs
WKHÀJXUHLQKLGLQJ <HDKEXWQRZ
you gotta catch me!
86/ÀJXUH I do not understand my
own actions, for I do not do what I
want, but I do the very thing I hate.

scene iii
FKLOGUHQ·VVHUPRQVHWXSRQHSHUVRQ
WHOOLQJDOOWKHRWKHUVVHDWHGDURXQG
IDFLQJLQDOOWKHYHQGRUVZKRZHQW
WRWKHEDFNQRZFRPHWRWKHIURQWDV
FKLOGUHQ
once upon a time, in the not so far off
land of Acirema, a plague devastated
the population. It swept through the
mountains and valleys—over the
amber plains—through the cities,
from sea to shining sea. And God was
PRVWGLVSOHDVHG<RXVHHWKLVZDV
not a mysterious plague of unknown
origin; this was not a plaque that could
not be treated—for which there was
no medicine which would lead to
LQHYLWDEOHGHDWK4XLWHWRWKHFRQWUDU\
a common well-known, easily treated
problem with medicinal supplies
DSOHQW\7KHFLW\RI<HQRPDVDPDWWHU
of fact, had enough medicine and
vaccine to eradicate the disease—not
only in Acirema—but wherever it
cropped up. This medicine, however,
was not one of those foul tasting
mediciny medicines. It tasted—
ZRQGHUIXOOLNHHDFKSHUVRQ·VIDYRULWH
treat—chocolate to some, fresh fruit
to others, seafood, Chinese, Italian …
Turkish Delight. And the people of

<HQRPFOXQJWRZKDWWKH\SHUFHLYHG
to be theirs, living their lives in
abundance while all around people
died.
RQHRIWKH´FKLOGUHQµVWDQGVXSIDFLQJ
RXWWRWKHOHIW a person who has too
little suffers
RQHRIWKH´FKLOGUHQµVWDQGVXSIDFLQJ
RXWWRWKHULJKW a person who has too
much causes others to suffer
RQHRIWKH´FKLOGUHQµVWDQGVXSIDFLQJ
VWUDLJKWRXW when a person has the
right amount, the creation is in order
(from one of the seated children,
VQLGHO\ aww—let ‘em eat cake
´FKLOGUHQµSDLUXSDQGSOD\ patty
cake, patty cake
EDNHU·VPDQ
bake me a cake
as fast as you can
roll it, pat it, mark it with a “B”
and put it in the oven
for baby and me
VWRU\WHOOHU HYHU\ÀIWKFKLOGLQ
Acirema, excuse me, America, faces
hunger
FKRUXVHYHU\RQHIDFLQJRXW (9(5<
FIFTH CHILD IN AMERICA faces
hunger
HYHU\RQHMRLQVKDQGVDQGGDQFHV
DURXQG ring around the rosy
pocket full of posy
WKH\DOOIDOOGRZQ ashes ashes, we all
fall down
ashes to ashes
they all fall down…they all fall down
mark them with a “B”
everyone to whom much is given, of
them much will be required

interlude
86/ÀJXUH since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God lives in us,
DQG*RG·VORYHLVPDGHSHUIHFWLQXV
WKHRQHZKR·V´LWµ JRWFKD\RX·UH
with me now—on my side—doing
ZKDW,GR³\RX·UHOLNHPHQRZ
86/ÀJXUH let the same mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus
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scene iv
HYHU\RQHKDVVDWXS you are all part
of one body
RQHLVWROGWROLHGRZQ when one part
starves—you all starve
One part? Every three days, hunger
FODLPVDVPDQ\OLYHVDVWKHÀUVWDWRPLF
bomb detonated over Hiroshima
(VRPHPRUHOLHGRZQ
LIWKHZRUOG·VKXQJU\ZHUHWROLQHXS
VLQJOHÀOHLQIURQWRI\RXUGRRUWKH
line would continue out of sight, over
continent and ocean, around the globe,
FLUFOLQJWKHJOREHWZHQW\ÀYHWLPHV
(VRPHPRUHOLHGRZQ
LQWKHSDVWÀYH\HDUVPRUHSHRSOHKDYH
died of hunger than were killed in all
the wars, revolutions and murders of
the last century. VRPHPRUHOLHGRZQ
ORRNLQJDWWKRVHO\LQJGRZQ many
SDUWVVWDUYHEHFDXVHWKH\·UHQRWEHLQJ
fed
every sixty seconds twenty-one
children and seven adults die of hunger
RWKHUSDUWVVWDUYHEHFDXVHWKH\·UHQRW
IHHGLQJ«ZH·UHQRWIHHGLQJ
(WKRVHVWLOOVLWWLQJXSORRNDWHDFKRWKHU
SX]]OHG
worldwide we produce enough grain
for every man woman and child to have
3000 calories a day
ZRXOG\RXOLNH\RXUFHUWLÀFDWHRI
FLWL]HQVKLSLQ<HQRP"
LPSHUDWLYH ashes ashes ZHDOO fall
down (HYHU\RQHIDOOVGRZQ
living abundantly, we lose
the abundant life
you must decide—some people should
not be saying, give us this day our
daily bread, they should be hearing,
give us this day our daily bread, should
be responding to, give us this day our
daily bread
RQHDFWRUEHJLQVWRZKLVWOH´+DYH
7KLQH2ZQ:D\/RUGµ you are all part
RIRQHERG\&KULVW·VERG\
WREHVDFULÀFHG
for if we claim to be as Christ…
Christian
DQGUHIXVHWREHVDFULÀFHG
we make a mockery of:
nevertheless thy will be done.
Can you drink of this cup?
(actors move into the aisles for the
IROORZLQJTXHVWLRQV
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give up a trip to the mall?
buy Levis instead of Guess and donate
the difference?
give up a meal a week and donate what
it would cost?
can you let go of some of your
resources?
alter your lifestyle?
can you? can you? can you? can you?
can you?
WKHDFWRUZKLVWOLQJVWRSVSDXVH
will you?
ZLWKFRQYLFWLRQ you must
(for the rest of the lines of this section
the actors should all be scattered
WKURXJKWKHHQWLUHDXGLHQFHH[FHSW
WKRVHLQWKHLQWHUOXGH
this is the body of Christ—broken
are you a part of it—broken?
VDFULÀFHGWRWKHXWWHUPRVWHQGVRIWKH
earth
take and eat
EHÀOOHGE\WKLVVDFULÀFH
be saved
that the body of Christ might be
healthy to the outermost parts

interlude
86/ÀJXUH restore us, O God; let your
face shine, that we may be saved
´LWµ olly olly all come free
86/ÀJXUH this is right and
acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour who desires everyone to be
saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth

scene v
Jesus loves me this I know
Jesus loves the little children
all the children of the world
red and yellow, black and white,
DOODUHSUHFLRXVLQ*RG·VVLJKW
Jesus loves the little children of the
world
all are precious
suffer the children to come to me
suffer the children
the children suffer
QRWKDW·VQRWKRZLW·VVXSSRVHGWREH
LW·VKRZLWLVWKRXJK
the children suffer
15,000 die each day (EHJLQVWRPLPH
ÀGGOLQJZLWKDFDOFXODWRU
ashes to ashes
little ones to him belong

105,000 a week
they all fall down
we all fall down
and Jesus weeps
they are weak, but he is strong
450,000 a month
God tears
they all fall down
what you do not do to the least of these
you do not
you do not
5.400,000 a year
DO NOT
do to me

interlude
´LWµ where are the others? where are
the rest of my children?

scene vi
VHWXSVKRXOGEHUHPLQLVFHQWRID
&KULVWPDVSDJHDQW³ZRPDQNQHHOLQJ
PDQVWDQGLQJQH[WWRKHUZLWKKLVKDQG
RQKHUVKRXOGHU
for unto us a child was born
it died of malnutrition
starved to death
our future
will not be the same
WKH´DQJHOµVWDQGVEHKLQG´0DU\DQG
-RVHSKµZLWKRXWVWUHWFKHGDUPV and
there was with this child a multitude of
heavenly host, crying
God tears
look to the falling star
WKUHHSHRSOHHQWHUVLQJOHÀOHPDNLQJ
WKHLUZD\WRWKHPDQJHU
we must gather our scraps of wisdom
and make the most important wish we
can
a wish we actively work to bring about
children, you show love for others by
truly helping them, and not merely by
talking about it
*RG·VZLVK
peace to all on earth tonight
peace not to worry about whether or
not there will be food tomorrow
let us bring our gifts to the stable—to
the very least of these

interlude
´LWµ ZKDWGR\RXLQYHVWLQWKDW·V
more important to me than the life of
one child?
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scene vii
now I lay me down to sleep
the Lord I pray my soul to keep
and should I die before I wake…
should I die…
should I die?
´LWµFRPHVGRZQIURPWKHWDEOHDX
DOORWKHUVWDNHWKHLUSODFHVOLNHD/DVW
6XSSHUSDLQWLQJ
I am the bread of life.
WKDW·V-HVXV&KULVW
this is my body which is for you
which is broken for you
do this in remembrance of me.
do what in remembrance?
now you are the body of Christ.
that means me.
if one part suffers
all parts suffer with it
be imitators of God
if we have died with Christ—
died?
if we have died with Christ—
this is my body broken for you
do that in remembrance? EURNHQ in
remembrance?
we shall also live with him
that means I am the bread of life
I bring you great news of a great joy
that shall be for all people.
to you is born this day…a savior
DZRUGPDGHÁHVK
the body of Christ
WKDW·VPH³WKDW·VXV
broken
for you
for all
for we so love the world that we give
of ourselves that all might have life.
When all had had enough to eat he said
to his disciples, gather the pieces that
are left over.
let nothing be wasted.
I tell you the truth—anyone who has
faith in me will do what I have been
doing. They will do even greater things
than these—because I am going to
God.
³-RKQ%DOOHQJHULVDSDVWRULQ
%DOWLPRUH0'

Benediction
by Katie Cook

Go now from this place,
remembering that the God who calls us to mission
is able to do more than we can ask or imagine.

Go now from this place,
And may our hearts burn with love
For hungry people around the world
and across our cities.
As we go, may we be borne up by the joy of sharing
and not laden with the paralysis of guilt.
As we go, let us not be daunted
by the enormity of our task.
0D\WKH*RGRIPLUDFOHVPXOWLSO\RXUORDYHVDQGÀVKHV
 VRWKDWDOORI*RG·VFKLOGUHQZLOOHDWDQGEHÀOOHG

Go now from this place,
And may impossible, wonderful things come to pass.

Go now from this place,
and may God grant us the strength, wisdom and grace
that we will need for this journey. Amen.
³.DWLH&RRNLVWKHHGLWRUIRU6HHGVRI+RSH7KHDUWRQWKLVSDJHZDV
FUHDWHGE\3HWHU<XLFKL&ODUNIRU9DXJKQ&URZH7LSWRQ VRUGLQDWLRQDQG
LVXVHGZLWKSHUPLVVLRQIURPERWK
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